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PART I 
FOREWORD 
Many histories have been written of Concord, Massachu-
setts. Due to its unique and major role in the struggle for 
independence, Concord is one of the most historic towns in 
the United States. The name of Concord automatically brings 
to mind 11 the rude bridge that arched the flood 111 and "the 
shot heard 1 round the world. 112 Nearly every American history 
describes the Battle of Concord at the old North Bridge. Here ' 
now majestically stands the Minute Man as an historic shrine 
and a sacred memorial to the heroic struggle the "embattled 
farmers" 3 waged againet such terrific odds for the freedom 
and independence of this great country. Concord's place in 
the hearts of its countrymen is unchallenged. 
Concord is also very well known for its literary tradi-
tions, inasmuch as it is the home of such beloved writers as 
Emerson, Hawthorne, Thoreau and the Alcotts. Each year brings 
thousands of tourists from all over the world to visit not 
only Concord's historic shrines, but also the homes of its 
1 Ralph L. Rusk, The Life of Ralph Waldo Emerson (New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1949), p. 274. 
2 ~·ill· 
3 &.2Q_. cit. 
-1-
atithors, poets, and philosophers. 
One phase of Concord's great history, however~ seema to 
have been somewhat neglected. Save for a brief mention here 11 
and there, historians seem to have almost meticulously avoided! 
the story of its public schools. Herein lies the writer's 1 
purpose--to assemble and supply a large part of this hitherto 11 
neglected and important history, for it will be shown that 
Concord can proudly point to its leaderShip in the education 
of its youth. 
Another purpose ot this history is to show the pupils~ 
teachers~ and citizens of Concord the continuous struggle 
that has been waged to achieve and maintain the excellent 
school system which the town now possesses. This history is 
also somewhat typical of the history of education in Bew 
England. 
The reason tor limiting the history or Goncord 1 s Public 
smools to 1860 is two told: first, it was felt that justice 
could not be done in one service paper to the complete his-
tory of its achool~which date back to the early 1600 1s; 
second~ another service paper is being planned which will 
cover the Concord Public Schools from tneir inception to the 
Civil War. Between the two papers it is hoped that this 
important phase of Concord's history will be available. 
Setting the Stage 
Martin states: 
There have been three historical epocba~ each 
characterized by a special form of sehool system: First, 
the town period with the dame school, the reading and 
writing school, and the grammar school; tben the period 
of decentralization with the district school and the 
academy; and lastly, the modern period most strongly 
centralized, characterized by the graded schools. 4 
Concord was in the period of the district schools as the 
l860 1 s commenced. Perhaps the most prominent educator during 
the 1800's was Hcrace Mann, one-time Concord resident, but 
probably more famous as Secretary of the Massachusetts Board 
of Education. Mann saw before many others the evils of the 
district system, and his agitation with it was plainly stated. 
It is declared by Scudder6 that the seven district 
schools differed little (during the 1860's) from what they 
had been a century before. 
The railroads had become well established in Concord by 
the 1860's having reached Concord in 1844.7 Irish immigrants 
who aided greatly in their construction were "left behind as 
the railroad gangs moved toward the Pacific."8 
In due time the School Committee took notice. 'The 
children of these uneducated parents now constitute a 
considerable part of our total number,' wrote the Chair-
man. 1It is wise to educate them well. They are to be 
4 George A. Martin, Evolution ot the Jlassaohusett·a Publig 
School System (Iew York: D. Appleton and co., 1S94), p.l86. 
s Ibid., p. 202. 
-
6 Towrusend Scudder, , Ooncord: American Town (Boston: Little, 
Brown and Company, 1947), p. 159. 
7 Ibid., p. 190. 
-
8 Ibid.' p. 217. 
-
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permanently with us and are hereafter to have no small 
influence in controlling the character and destinies of 
the Town. •9 
For many years the town's birth records in the annual re-
ports were carefully broken down to reveal the number or Irish 
offspring. Intermarriage apparently made this practice dirti-
cult, ror 1873 is the last year it was done. 
A good illustration ot the growth of Massachusetts is 
cited by MartinlO with his revelation that the state had no 
cities or railroads in 1820, but in 1850 had seven cities and 
all the principal railroads in operation. 
Concord had completed a school building program about 
1800, and other than "patching up" processes to make the 
buildings tolerable nothing had been done in the way of con-
struction until the late 1840 1 s when a program was undertaken 
to replace the old ones with new buildings.ll 
The first school to be completed under the latter pro-
gram was the Bateman's Pond School in District VI. 12 It is 
interesting to note that the town, a century later, follows 
the same general pattern as it did then. A Building Committee 
was appointed which usually contained all or part of the 
School Committee. Correspondence with those recognized as 
9 Ibid., P• 218. 
-
lO)(artin, .2.!• ill•, p. 188. 
llTown Report 1846, pp. 5 !!• ~· 
12Town Report 1848, p. 3. 
leaders in school architecture was initiated; the best known 
existing sehools were visited to obtain the latest data pos-
sible; and, after a wrangle as to where it should be located, 
the building was completed and a real source of pride. The 
Bateman 1 s Pond Scnool was considered to be the first of a 
series, so unusual efforts . were made to get the best, for, 
as the School Committee of 1846 stated, "Aa this house will 
remain a century probably, it is due to posterity that they 
should have all the substantial improvements already made.nl3 
Concord's building program was completed in 1858, making 
new schools in all the districts within a decade. 
Description of a District SChool 
In order to get a picture ot the district sChools, it 
seems appropriate to quote from Florence Taft Eaton, who not 
only went to a district school but taught in one "on the 
outskirts of Concord. 1 
They were often lett un:p1im ed; but if there was 
any economical regard to their preservation, red paint 
was the favorite color~-thas secur~ to posterity tne 
sentimental appelation ot •the little red schoolhouse.' 
The school where I taught and 1done noble 1 numbered 
sixty pupils. From four to seventeen years of agel ••• 
sometimes a schoolroom thirty feet square accommodated 
a hundred children. A roar1ng tire in a fireplace was, 
of course, the earliest method of supplying heat. Later 
a big wood-burner stove was installed in the middle of 
the room with a long stovepipe to aid in heat distribu-
tion. 
13 Town Report 1846, p. 6. 
Many of the winter teachers were young men working 
their way through college or professional school--some-
times frankly selected for their brawn rather than for 
their brain, as the big farmer boys were generally ram-
pageous. Sometimes, in the early years ot the district 
schools, a thrashing all round was necessary before the 
air was cleared sufficiently for successful mental cul-
tivation. 
Peruling was the last resort; it was a back number 
even in my youngest days ••• classes were necessarily nu-
merous and reciati'ons short. 
Reading books were seldom changed and consequently 
learned 'by heart.• ••• The school sessions were from 
nine to twelve and from one to four, with a fifteen-
minute recess in each, affording opportunity not only 
for play but for airing out the room. Geography, grammar 
spelling--four or five classes in each, in an attempt at 
grading--were sandwiched in as best ~hey could be. 
The popular spelling matches are a hand-down from 
district schools, where they were a favorite intellec-
tual delight on occasional Friday afternoons. 
The office ot water carrier was very much in demand 
and often engaged ahead. One cup did the whole business 
running the gauntlet of sixty mouths. It was considered 
more delicate to drink near the handle. 14 
Material Sources 
The principal source of information has been the annual 
town reports, which date well back of the 1850's. Other 
bibliographies and articles seem to trace back quite gene-
rally to these reports as a source. 
The Guidance Department of the high school has kindly 
dona ted the "Program of Studies 1950-51 11 which is appended 
14 Florence Taft Eaton, "The District School, Memories and 
Observations,"~ Dearborn ~chigan7Independent (Novem-
ber 26, 1927). 
6 
to the paper. 
Kiss Sarah Bartlett, Librarian of the Concord Public 
Library, fUrnished the original of most of the photostats 
and reproductions of pictures, many of which only she would 
know the location. Townspeople have been most kind and gene-
rous with descriptions of events and places within their 
memories. 
The Veterans Services of the town have furnished mate-
rial for the photostats. 
Valuable town records and reports, kept under lock and 
key at the library, were cheerfully made available. 
Organization 
An effort will be made to develop the History of the 
Concord Public Senools as a progression in whole on a hori-
zontal chronological basis, rather than the succession of 
several parts, each developed separately. From the point of 
view of organization the latter plan is more adaptable but 
would break up the progression of a whole as it happened. 
Therefore, for the reader's ~~e, the former plan waa 
selected. 
7 
PART II 
THE PEDLAR MAKES PROGRESS 
(With apologies to Odell Shepard) 
Amos Bronson Alcott, Concord's third Superintendent of 
Schools, was elected to that office in Kay 1859. He succeeded 
Dr. Joseph Reynolds, who was elected Concord's first Superin-
tendent in 1855. Dr. Reynolds' two prior terms were inter-
rupted by Dr. L. H. Angier, who was Superintendent in 1856. 
Many books erroneously state that Alcott assumed office 
in 1858. The town records substantiate Shepard, who quotes 
Alcott in 1859: 
Sanborn comes to invite my acceptance of the office 
of Superintendent ot the Concord Schools. The town has 
appointed a committee of nine, Sanborn Secretary, and 
they invite me to have the visiting and general care of 
the schools, and report to them at their monthly meet-
ings. I incline to take this trust, if the co~ttee 
will make . it suit my wiShes and allow the freedom of 
action desirable. 15 
The Sanborn to whom Alcott has reference is Frank B. 
Sanborn, who became a familiar Concord writer. Also, on 
the same "co~ttee ot nine" was Ephraim W. Bull, the origi-
nator of the famous Concord grape which had been introduced 
to the public in 1855. 
The School Committee that elected Alcott was a new 
15 Odell Shepard, Journals of Bronson Alcott (Boston: Little, 
Brown and Company, 1938), p. 315. 
8 
organization--the successor to the prior General SChool Com-
mittee and the old Prudential Committee system--and a neces-
sary step to the consolidation of the district schools which 
was to follow. The new Committee consisted of three members 
from the Centre District and one from eaoh of the six outer 
districts. T.be advantages of both organizations were now 
combined. 
Alcott received tae munificent salary of $100 as his 
annual salary. His predecessors had received only $75. Per-
haps his experience· at the Temple Scnool in Boston, Which he 
founded in 1834, and where he had been ably assisted by Kiss 
Elizabeth Peabody, 11 the apostle of the kindergarten movement 
in Massachusetts,"16 qualified him for the higher salary. 
Alcott's "visiting and care of the schools" took h~ 
through the following seven districts of Concord during his 
six years of office: 
The Centre District, Number I 
The East Qnarter District, Number II 
The Nine Acre Corner District, Number III 
The Factory Village District, Number IV 
T.be Barrett•s Mill District, Number V 
The Bateman's Pond District, Number VI 
The North Quarter District, Number VII 
Each of the outlying six districts contained one primary 
school, but the Centre District contained the following five 
schools: 
16 Martin, .2R• cit., p. 225. 
! 
The High School 
The Intermediate School 
The North Centre Primary School 
The West Centre Primary School 
The East Centre Primary Sanoo117 
By 1860 there were new schools (new within the past 
twelve years) in all the districts. The Intermediate and 
High School occupied separate rooms in the Town Hall. 
The town voted in 1860 to authorize the Library Committee 
to take part or whole ot the room occupied by the Intermediate 
School tor the use ot the town library, as its Shelves were 
overcro•ded. The Sehool Committee Waf then empowered to .t'ind. 
new accommodations tor the Intermediate SChool. The choice 
finally narrowed down to one ot the following three: 
1. Build a new school tor either the High or Interme-
diate School, at a coat o.r approximately two thousand dollars. 
2. Find a suitable room outside the Town Hall. 
3. Sub-divide the large High School room into two 
moderately sized rooms by means o.r a partition to accommodate 
both schools. The only objection to the first plan was the 
expense. In so tar as the second plan was concerned, the 
only room that seemed to be available was over Mr. Barrett's 
saloon, on the Mill Dam. The Committee's decision as to thia 
location was undoubtedly sound: 
The committee were o.r the opinion that this room, 
situated in the noisiest part ot the town, to be reached 
17 Town Report 1860, p. 3, ~· A!£• 
jl 
..., 0 
.JL 
only by a narrow and steep flight of stairs and unpro-
vided with a yard, was altogether unfit for school pur-
posea.18 
The third plan, which at an estimated coat ot from fifty to 
seventy-five dollars, sub-divided the room into two rooms, 
thirty-three by twenty-three teet each, was accepted. 
The Town Hall, incidentally, was comparatively new, 
having been completed in 1851. The same year is the one in 
which the High SChool began its existence. 
When the Centre Sdlool was divided into two dis-
tinct and independent schools--the one, called the Inter-
mediate Sdlool, belonglng in connection with the three 
primary schools, exclusively to the t~wn and being under 
their exclusive control and direction, and designed for 
the use and benefit of the whole town, irrespective of 
district 11mits.19 
The purpose of the High School was: 
•••• to fit boys for college and to furniSh all the 
children of the town who avail themselves of its privi-
leges, that higher education in mathematics, the exact 
sciences, modern languages, and classical learning which 
is now obtained at our best academies and private sehools 
Mr. Soreno D. Hunt was the only teacher in the High School 
when it started. 21 
The lone man teacher in Concord during the year of 1860 
was Edward o. Shepard, the "Master" of the High School, who 
l8 Ibid.' P• • 
- . 
19 Town Report 1851, pp. 5, ~· ~· 
20 ~· ill· 
21 Loc. cit. 
--
j _1_ 
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received eight hundred dollars ~or his labors. The monthly 
remuneration ~or each o~ the two women teachers of the Inter-
mediate School was twenty-~our doliars on a twelve months' 
basis. The salary of each of the Primary School teachers was 
twenty dollars a month.22 
For many years it had been the practice to employ men 
teachers during the winter months when the older and larger 
boys were in attendance, and women teachers in the summer 
months when moat o~ the older boys were busy on the farms. 
Concord soon discovered that many of the women were equal to 
the task, and as it was also less expensive, women were hired. 
In the Primary Schools, however, a dif~erent teacher usually 
taught the winter term. Even this practice was undesirable, 
and when he was able to employ a capable "year round teacher," 
Alcott did so. Six of the schools had only one teacher for 
the entire school year of 1860-61. 23 
The total cost of maintaining the town's 405 pupils in 
1860 was $3,410.68. This included teachers' salaries, care o~ 
schools, ~uel, books, maps, and incidentals. The length o~ 
the school year ranged from tnirty-seven weeks in the Barrett• 
Mill School, to forty-two weeks in the High School. The 
attendance ranged ~rom sixteen in the Nine Acre Corner 
School, to fi~ty-four in both the Intermediate and North 
22 Town Report 1860, pp. 3, et. seq. 
23 Loc. ill• 
I 
il 
II 
Quarter Schoola.24 
Alcott's reports were long and detailed. In fact, the 
Committee says of this: 
Mr. Alcott has taken occasion to treat the whole 
subject more . fully than the limits of a town report 
allow; but we understand and hope he may in some other 
form publish the result of his valuable labors, and his 
experienced suggestions on this great topic . 25 
His reports to the School Committee for the years 1860 to 1862 
were published in book form and circulated widely about the 
country. 
Alcott was extremely conscientious and performed his 
duties with the utmost care. With reference to this, Scudder 
comments: 
He trampled from district school to school, six 
miles from Nine Acre Corner to Bateman's Pond. He re-
ported so fully and faithfUlly every month to his School 
Committee that he wore them nearly to a trazzle. 26 
His visits to each ot the schools were usually closed with an 
interesting story, parable, or some other sound philosophy. 
Evening meeti~s of the Superintendent, Committee, and tea-
chers, were cited by Alcott as most profitable. Some of the 
topics under discussion were listed as follows: 
24 
The Personal Character of Teachers 
Teaching and Discipline 
Motives to Study and Behavior 
Examinations and Exhibitions 
~· ill· 
25 ~· cit. 
26 Scudder, !2• ~., P• 236. 
'3 
Recitations, Marks, and Checks 
English Grammar 
Definitions and Illustrations27 
Alcott's philosophy of teaching appears throughout his 
reports to the Committee. Perhaps a choice selection is the 
following, chosen from the year 1860: 
A teacher is a choice person since so many gifts 
have gone to the making of her, and time along with op-
portunities for trial witn the rest. Nor may we hazard 
our children with every candidate who shows credentials 
trom learned faculties or school committees. Common 
sense as the basis, as much uncommon as we can get, with 
. the requisite difference or disposition and candor of 
judgment--these certainly, cold sense, rigor, the stiff, 
the conventional; brute strength, any lack of delicacy, 
any selfish strains are hostile to the art and spoil 
whatever they touch. An ingenious glowing soul along 
with the kindliest, the mellowest gifts, are the aptitude 
and skills tor the task. Gifts and motives are to be 
considered in our estimate, and correspond with one ano-
ther. Bone can teach anything admirably who does not 
love it and find his reward in it. There are grades of 
abilities as intention; and these run up from the ground 
or plain sense and of self-interest througn the inter-
mediate talents and considerations to enthusiasm and 
genius. The last ones, the masters, the mistresses ot 
the art.
26 
In his public Sunday evening meetings with parents, 
children, teachers, and Committee members, such pertinent 
topics as the following were discussed in the light or acquai 
ting the citizens with the needs and functions of the schools, 
and creating interest in them: 
Relation of Parents to Schools 
Family Life 
27 Town Report 1860, pp. 5, !1• ~· 
28 .&2.2.· cit. 
School Books 
Religion in Education 
The State's Duties to Children 
True and False Ideas of Education 
Koral Culture 
Jlethods o~ Teaching 
Experiences in SChool Keeping 
The Good School Jlaster29 
Over. two hundred .fit'ty teachers were entertained November 
26 and 27, 1860, when the Massachusetts Teachers' Association 
held its annual meeting in Concord. 30 
That Alcott was liberty-loving and democratic, Scudder 
leaves no doubt: 
The .first object o.f a .free people, declared Alcott, 
his gentle kindly eyes ahining, is the preservation of 
their liberty. But .freedom is a social no less than an 
individual concern, and one object o.f the State is to 
protect it. The surest means, an enlightened education, 
is the best gift it can bestow on its Children. And 
there ahould be strict equality among boys and girls .for 
the privilege of learning. 31 
Swayne comments of Alcott's work, "He gave much time to 
this renewal of his educational tasks; and his influence on 
the sChools and the children, both directly and through the 
teachers, was very noticeable.n32 
At the annual spring .festival given by the schools in 
February 1861, Swayne quotes Louisa May Alcott: 
29 Loc • .ill• 
30 ~· ~· 
31 Scudder, ~· ~., p. 236. 
32 Josephine Latham Swayne, The Story o.f Concord (Boston: 
The E. F. Worcester Press, 1906), p. 114. 
5 
Father ~ad his usual scnool festival, and Emerson 
/Ralph Wald2( asked me to write a song which I did ••• 
Some of the fogies objected to the names Phillips and 
John Brown. But Emerson said: 'Give it up? N~no; I 
will read it.• Which he did, to my great contentment; 
for when the great man or the town says 'Do it,• the 
thing is done. So the choir warbled, and the Alcotts 
were uplifted in their vain minds. Father was in all 
his glory, like a happy Shepherd with a large flock of 
sportive lambs; for all did something •••• When all was 
I 
over and father about to dismiss them, F. H., a tall hand ~ 
some lad came to him and looking up confidently to the 
benign old face, asked 'our dear friend Mr. Alcott to 
accept copies of Pilgrim's Progress and George Herbert's 
Poems from the children of Concord as a token of their 
love and respect.• Father was much touched and sur-
prised and blushed and stammered like a boy, hugging 
the fine books while the Children cheered till the roof 
rung. His report was much admired and a thousand copies 
printed to supply the demand; for it was a new thing to 
have a report, neither dry nor dull; and teachers were 
glad ot the hi~ s given, making education a part ot re-
ligion, not a mere bread-making grind tor teachers, and 
an irksome cram for children. 33 
The committee did no t feel so kindly to children the 
year before for they suggested a Town Reform School, to care 
for the "Half-a-dozen vicious, idle, and dull boys and girls 
who get little or no benefit from the school, but are a 
serious injury to it."34 Alcott, however, blamed the parents 
and teachers in 1862: " •••• one fault of all the children 
growing up is that they are too little subjected to reason-
able authority at home and at school." 
It was a standing SChool Committee regulation "that no 
pupil during school hours &hall visit any saloon or bowling 
33 Loc. cit. 
--
34 Town Report 1860, pp. 5, !! . .!!.9.. 
_' _6 
alley, under penalty or being dismissed trom the school.n35 
The School Committee or this period had co~plete con-
trol of the selection and dismissal of teachers, admission 
or rejection or pupils, and compelling attendance or children 
between eight and fourteen years of age for at least eight 
weeks, except in case of physical or mental malady. They 
dictated the policies or the school and sanctioned the use 
ot all books, besides advancing a child from the Primary to 
the Intermediate, and then on to the High School. 
Aleott felt the school grounds needed shrubbery: 
A school house is an orphan without trees and 
ahrubber7; and some of ours standing in their loneliness 
apart appear motherless and deserted to your Superin-
tendent, till he tinds himself fairly past their horrors 
and inside or them.36 
Mrs. Ralph Waldo Emerson offered to supply all the 
school y .ards with roses and flower seeds.37 
The SChool Committee sanctioned the use or books, as 
has been pointed out, but the children had to supply their 
own, which they could purchase at cost at Stacy's Bookstore. 
Every child entering school was also supposed .to bring in 
addition to his primer, a slate and pencil.38 
35 Town Report 1862, pp. 4, ~· .!!.9.• 
36 Loe. cit. 
--
37 Town Report 1863, p. 3. 
38 Town Report 1861, pp. 6, et. 
.!.!S• 
-
Ralph Waldo Emerson and Frank B. Sanborn were among 
those whom Alcott managed to secure now and then to give lec-
tures to the schools. 
It was a School Comudttee regulation that teachers be 
present "ten minutes before school in the morning." 
Alcott called to the attention of his committee an illus-
trated pamphlet advocating consolidation ot the district 
schools, written by Reverend w. B. Wait, a seminary teacher 
in Reading, Massachusetts. The pamphlet set forth the advan-
tages gained by bringing all the schools of a town to a cen-
tral building, thus decreasing costs and increasing efficiency 
of instruction. Alcott implied that the traditions of Con-
cord would render such a plan difficult.39 
The war had its impact upon the High School, for Mr. 
Edwin 0. Shepard, who had succeeded Mr. Charles A. Allen as 
"Master" of the High School, resigned " •••• after teaching 
two years with excellent success to accept a commission as 
First Lieutenant of Company G., which consisted largely of 
Concord residents." Mr. Goodwin A. Stone, who became the new 
"Master," also accepted a commission, after teaching less 
than one year, to be succeeded in turn by Mr. Nathaniel s. 
Folsom, who remained three years.40 
There w~re 405 pupils enrolled during the year of 1860 
39 Town Report 1862, pp. 9, ~· seq • 
. 40 ~., P• 12, ~· ~· 
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in the public Schools of Concord. 
One apparent advantage ot the old district school was 
its mobility, for the school in District IV, upon recommenda-
tion of the Committee, was moved a halt mile nearer the vil-
lage, to a site presented the town by the firm of Damon, 
Smith, and Company. The move was made ttto better adjust to 
the change of the population to Factory Village.n41 
There were no reports of the Superintendent of Schools 
for the school years 1862-63 and 1863-64, possibly to con-
serve on money and supplies during the war. The School co~ 
mittee, however, made short reports those years. The School 
Committee reported in 1864 that the Barrett's Mill School 
was closed several weeks dur~ng the last term "on account ot 
a contagious sickness, which made its appearance in the dis-
trict and saddened the hearts of the circle of pupils by the 
removal of two little playmates.tt42 
Ralph Waldo Emerson makes his appearance on the School 
Committee again in 18641 having served the town in 1836 as 
Chairman and Secretary. 
The town voted in 1864 the sum of ten thousand dollars 
for a new high school building, and to sell the building 
occuped by the High School. The High SChool had become too 
crowded to continue in the Town Hall, and sometime· between 
41 Town Report 1861, pp. 5, ~ seq. 
42 Town Report 1864, p. 6. 
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1862 and 1864 had occupied the school pictured opposite this 
page, which then sat on the present site of the Concord Pub-
lic Library. 43 
The Building Committee had its troubles, for the war had 
caused prices to zoom anywhere from fi~teen to one hundred 
per cent. The building of a new high school had to be post-
poned, because no builder would take the co~ract.44 
In the annual Town Meeting of 1865, through an accidental 
omission of proper vote, the town had not signified its de-
sire to have a Superintendent of Schools elected. (The pro-
cedure called tor annual approlal by the vote of the town to 
maintain the office of Superintendent ot Schools; it was then 
the duty ot the School Committee to make its own choice.) 
Consequently, the town was somewhat embarrassed by not having 
a Superintendent, and Alcott terminated his association with 
the Concord Public Schools. Ficknor said of his work: 
Alcott was a man who seemed out of place in a prae-
tical .age, and yet his educational methods were in many 
respects those that are today being adopted in the moat 
advanced aehoola. 45 
The Reverend Grindall Reynolds assumed leadership of the 
schools as Chairman of the School Committee tor 1865-66. 
The Drive Toward Cons:> lidation 
The Reverend Reynolds was a man who believed in good 
45 Caroline Ficknor, Classic Concord (Boston: Houghton 
Miff11n Compan 1926), P• 216. 
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education. He says in 1864 as Chairman: 
Other things may be safely postponed, but not educa-
tion. Our material comfort and interests, if need be, 
we can sacrifice. But what tends to form sagacious and 
trsutworthy character, that we cannot afford to slight, 
or even for a moment to put in the background. 
46 
Although in earlier years the women teachers were paid 
a salary and their board, this practice apparently had stopp 
with the formation of the new type of school comndttee formed 
in l860. Chairman Reynolds complained that in one district 
the teacher could not find a place to board: 
The teachers with their salaries cannot afford to 
pay any more than they now do, and yet they scarcely re-
pay the actual expenses of boarding them. The answer is 
the boarding of teachers is a part of the price which a 
district mus t pay if it would have its children educated; 
and therefore each member of a district should recognize 
his duty to pay his part of that price. 47 
The Factory Village School lost several weeks ot school 
that same year when no candidate replied to the advertisement 
which the School Committee inserted in the Boston Journal. 
The war had caused a shortage of teachers. The North Quarter 
School closed at the fall term because its attendance had 
dropped to two pupils. Also noted by the same Committee: u 
water for whatever purpose must be obtained for all schools 
from neighboring housee."48 
The town in accordance with a law passed by the state 
46 Town Report 1864, p. 3. 
47 Town Report 1865, pp. 5, ~ ~ 
48 Loc. cit. 
--
in 1865, had to select three truant officers, whose duty it 
was to see that children between the ages of five and fifteen 
years of age attended school at least one term a year. Res-
trictions in the same law also clamped down somewhat on the 
employment of children. 
During the school year of 1866-67 Concord's teaching 
force consisted or women only. As tar as can be determined 
this had not happened b«bre, and has not since. Miss Emma F. 
Morse was the head of the High School, having succeeded 
Nathaniel s. Folsom. That year the Preparatory High School 
(actually the Intermediate School, preparing for High School, 
but called by the m wer term more or less since 1862) were 
united. The building of the new High SChool got under way 
during 1867 with Mr. J. M. Cheney as Chairman of the Building 
Committee. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson did not complete his three-year term 
on the School Committee to which he had been elected in 1864. 
Rusk suggests: 
The prospect of completing the three year term of 
service on the school· committee could not have pleased 
so experienced a man as he •••• he must have been convinced 
that he could not go on, with such time-consundng duties. 
he quickly resigned, being succeeded by his brother 
William, a resident of Concord since he had tentatively 
retired from the law practice in New York. 49 · 
Cyrus Stow, long interested in the education of Concord 1 e 
future citizens, gave up his note against the town for eight 
49 Rusk, ££• ~., p. 431. 
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hundred dollars it owed him for land on which the new High 
School was being constructed. (!he $800 which the town had 
spent for the purchase of the site was considered to be a 
very reasonable price. The School Committee was especially 
pleased with the site because it was ttaway from the dust and 
noise of the street in an open and airy position with a very 
ample playground in the rear.n50 Stow also later gave two 
hundred dollars more "to be expended in grading and embel-
lishing the ground.n51 
Mr. Stephen Heath, a Jamaica Plain contractor; was awarde~ 
the contract with the low bid of $8975. Originally, the 
school was to have been of brick construction, but costs 
brought on by the war made brick prohibitive. The new High 
Sdnool, consisting of two stories and two rooms, was finally 
completed and occupied the second week in January 1869. Its 
total cost including furniture, was $10,620.48.52 
George w. Neal, the successor of Miss Emma Morse in 1867, 
was the first to be named as "Principal of the High Sehool,tt 
although his predecessors had in effect the same duties. 
Neal's salary was set at one thousand dollars. He proudly 
opened the new High School. The Grammar School occupied the 
downstairs room. The two Reynolds--the Reverend Grindall 
50 Town Report 1868, pp. 5, !!• ~· 
51 Loe. cit. 
--
52 Town Report 1869, pp. 3, !!• J!S• 
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Reynolds as chairman, and Joseph Reynolds, Concord's first 
Superi~ endent, now serving another term--instructed the 
.Principal to adopt a system of studies " •••• so rigid as to 
compel regularity and efficiency, and yet flexible enough to 
meet the real wants of every portion of the town.n53 
Again an advertisement in the Boston Journal, for three 
teachers this time, yielded only one. Advertisements were 
placed in two Boston papers, but as none ahowed, the Co~t­
tee real ized that salaries must be made more attractive. 
Salaries were advanced one dollar a week for each experienced 
teacher. The Committee informed their constituents that 
women teachers then received 11 •••• not more than half the sum 
paid for domestic services in the family, or our operatives 
for labor in the mill." Then it continued, " ••• If we wish 
to keep where we boast we have k~pt heretofore, in the front 
rank, we must pay for good instruction its value in the 
educational market." The town listened. Two assistants were 
placed in the High School; the first paid nine dollars a 
week and the second paid eight. This increased Concord's 
teaching staff to thirteen. Also the appropriation was raised 
to $4800, in addition to whiCh was added $100 "for the pur-
chase of instruments in the High School." A lady who wished 
to remain anonymous added twenty-five dollars to the fund 
for the purchase of instruments "to illustrate electricity 
53 Loc. cit. 
--
and magnetiam."54 
An adult evening school was established at the Centre 
by the ComH.dttee upon a $250 appropriation for that purpose. 
It was a great success with forty people attending throughout 
the fourteen-week period. Classes were held two evenings a 
week in the "Engine House." Factory Village at the west end 
or the town was not to be outdone, for with a minimum of 
assistance from the Committee, they, too, held similar 
classes in a room provided by Damon, Smith and Company. Four 
teachers cared for the needs of the instruction for the sum 
of one dollar and fifty cents per night. 55 The enthusiasm 
for evening schools among the adults was ordinarily quite 
brief, and seldom are they found to continue for more than 
two or three years. 
The North and East Quarter Schools reopened after the 
former had been closed since 1864, and the latter "for a con-
siderable portion of the last year." The former school kept 
only three hours in the morning due to its small enrollment. 56 
Ellen T. Emerson, daughter of the great writer, was the 
first woman ever to serve on the School Committee in Concord 
when She was elected to that office in 1870. She continued 
in that office through 1876. 57 
54 Town Report 1869, pp. 3, ~· seq. 
55 ~· ill· 
56 ~· cit. 
-
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The School Committee requested in 1871 (and received it 
the next year) authority of control over the school buildings, 
something over which they had previously had no control. It 
also decided that henceforth there would be no more personal 
allusions in its reports. Heretofore, it had been a common 
thing to publicly censor a teacher for poor discipline in the 
annual report. Earlier reports cited instances of a teacher 
taking pupils home to her boarding place to insist on comple-
tion of work. Also mentioned was a parent entering the school 
during session to engage in argument with a teacher in front 
of the pupils. 58 The Co~ttee also named H. R. Spaulding 
as the successor to Mr. Neal at the High School. Caroline 
s. CuShing left her nine-dollar-a-week job as an assistant 
in the High School 11 for double that pay in another school," 
the Committee announced. 59 
The success of the schools, the Committee decided, was 
dependent upon four things, and listed~bem in order of their 
importance: 
1. The character of the building and apparatus. 
2. The goodness of teachers and their permanence. 
3. Regularity and punctuality of pupils. 
4. Upon the amount and wisdom of the support of schools 
furnished by parents.
60 
58 Town Report 1853, pp. 3, ll• .!!S• 
59 Town Report 1871, P• 3. 
60 Ibid., P• 4. 
-
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It is interesting to compare the preceding point of view 
of the School Comrr-dttee of 1871 with that of Superintendent 
Ralph D. McLeary seventy-rive years later in his annual re-
port to the School Committee: ,.There are rour important cor-
nerstones t'or the building of a good educational system," 
says McLeary. "They are personnel, plant, program, and public 
61 
support." Then McLeary goes on to say, "They are all 1m-
62 portant, and comparisons of their relative values are trivial. 
Tb.e western part of Concord, then called 11Westvalett 
contained the Factory Village School as well as the Westvale 
School. These were primary schools, and at the latter school 
it was difficult to keep a teacher even more than one term, 
for the average daily attendance was over fifty, ranging in 
age from four years to seventeen, and sometimes older. The 
only solution seemed to be to divide the Westvale School 
into Primary and Grammar Schools.63 
In sounding praises of its High SChool, then in charge 
of Mr. Charles Almy, Jr., appointed in 1872, the Committee 
says: 
Its grade as compared with schools of the same nomi-
nal grade in other towns is very high, the classes in 
mathematics often covering the work of the freshman in 
college. Greek, Latin, French, and German, are taught 
and usually taught well. 64 
61 Town Report 1946, PP• 118, ~· seg. 
62 Loc. ill· 
63 Town Report 1872, pp. 5, !!· ~· 
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About seventy per cent of the nineteen teachers (never 
more than twelve at a time) during 1872-73, were supplied 
from the town itself.65 
Attendance was an ever present problem, usually dwelled 
on at length by the Committee in its annual report. This 
time it was outspoken: 
There are teachers in the town who at the end of 
the year could have produced nearly a peek basket full 
of parents' notes, requesting that children should be 
dismissed. One is dismissed to go skating; another be-
cause the coasting is fine; another to ~n an errand; 
another to tend the baby; another because he or she has 
been a good boy or girl, in short, as a reward of merit. 
A small proportion of these dismissions are absolutely 
necessary. Especially do we enter a protest against 
keeping children at home as a reward of merit, as though 
going to school was a burden or a puniShment. It is to 
be doubted whether our tathers, when amid poverty and 
danger, by real sacrifice they established and maintaine 
schools, ever kept their boys and girls at home as a 
privilege. They talked about going to school as a privi 
lege. And your Committee are antiquated enough to be-
lieve that they were right. 66 
Charles H. Walcott was Concord's Superintendent during 
the 1872-73 school year. 
In the meantime, the school children enjoyed something 
of a holiday when a huge reception occurred at the railroad 
depot for Ralph Waldo Emerson upon his return to Concord 
from Europe. However, Rusk suggested that not all the honor 
was for Emerson. 
65 Loc • .s..!i• 
66 Town Report 1873, PP• 4, !!• !!S· 
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The school children may have been at the station 
to honor Ellen as well as her tather, tor during her 
absence she had been reelected to the School ComBdttee. 
Some ot them had come even from the outer districts, 
three and tour miles distant. 67 
The good Reverend Reynolds returned tor one year as 
Superintendent, but Concord was without a Superintendent 
during 1874-75, as the gentleman whom they were able to elect 
(presumably the incumbent Reynolds) "wa's either unwilling or 
unable to accept the position.•68 
Dr. Edward Waldo Eaerson, only son ot the great author, 
and treah out ot Harvard Medical Sehool in 1874, commenced 
his practice as assistant and associate ot Dr. Josiah Bartlett 69 
The next year Dr. Emerson was elected Superintendent ot the 
Concord Public Schools. Within a decade, tour ot the Emerson 
family had served the public sChools: Emerson and his brother 
William served on the School Committee, and Emerson's daughter 
Ellen and son Edward served simultaneously as Committee mem-
ber and Superintendent, respectively. The town was destined 
to benefit further and to a greater extent from the Emersons. 7j 
In 1875 thirteen candid~tes came to take test examina- 1 
tions and to be interviewed tor the position ot Principal ot 
67 Rusk, ~· ~., p. 480. 
68 Town Report 1875, pp. 3, !1• ~· 
69 Memoirs ot Members ot the Social Circle in Concord (Cam-
bridge: The University Press, 1940), p. 299. 
70 Town Report 1876, pp. 3, ~· A!S• 
Concord High School. All were college graduates. 71 The SChool 
Committee chose wisely. William L. Eaton, destined to become 
one of concord's greatest educators, was selected. 
The same Committee aet forth their ideas of qualities 
necessary for a teacher 1 s success. "In the perfect teacher .: 
these two qualities, scholarahip and power of discipline, are 
equally combined, " the Committee says, "and it is equally 
difficult to say which is the more 1Bluable acquisition of 
the two."72 
Two of the first instructors in singing were emplo;yed 
for the lower schools; the High School had no music classes 
at this time. Miss Alice w. Wheildon had the music in the 
three Primaries and the Grammar School in the Centre, and 
Mrs. L. c. Myrick, who had the Bateman's Pond and Barrett's 
Mill District.73 
Emerson stated that Frida;y afternoons were set aside 
for general exercises, anecdotes, stories, exhibitions, and 
field trips (as early as 1860 the teacher was permitted an 
excursion with the pupils once a month, such as a trip to the j 
fields, woods, or even a sleigh r ide). The Centre Primary ' 
North Primary used "gymnastic drills," with the windows 
opened. The Intermediate School was removed to the school 
71 Article in The Enterprise LConco~ November 28, 1908. 
72 Town Report 1875, PP• 3, !!• seg. 
73 Loc. cit. 
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house opposite Ralph Waldo Emerson's home, and the East Pri.mar~r . 
was discontinued. The Centre Primary was opened in a small 
school house opposite the High School. All in an arort, this 
was, to adjust the sizes of the classes to the bu1lding. 74 
Ventilation was also a great problem which was not solved 
for many years. Emerson reported that the Centre Schools 
used a system of window boards under the raised sashes in 
such a manner "that a stream of fresh air is diffused upward 
between the sashes so that a foul air exhaust is formed. 1175 
A drinking fountain, Emerson felt, would be a welcome 
addition to . the High School yard. 
Mr. Eaton was paid $1500, and his one assistant Emma 
Smith exceeded all the .other women teachers in town with her 
annual $500 salary. 76 
To make more effective a part of the regulation existing 
in 1860 that teachers were to see that their rooms "are pro-
perly swept, warmed, and ventilated," Emerson had the teachers 
refuse to sign a voucher which was necessary for the remunera 
tion of the custodians, if the schools were not cleaned 
properly. 
Emerson also succeeded in his request for a basement at 
the High School with a cement floor, tor th~ e who "brought 
'14 ~· ill· 
75 Loc. cit. 
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their lunches," and also for anelter and play during the in-
I 
I 
clement weather.77 
By studying the statutes the Superintendent discovered 
school .fund I 
tor purchase of books of reference and apparatus. Accordingl 
that the law allowed twenty-five per cent of the 
he secured Science Primers tor all of the district schools, 
as well as a cabinet, which he had placed in the Hign School 
for natural history specimens. That year, 1877-78, was 
Emerson's last as Superintendent, and one of his last accom-
plishments as such, was to make water available in the base-
ment of the High Schoo1.78 
Mr. John B. Tileston became Concord's next Superintenden, 
of Schools. Here were the first real steps taken to revise 
the curriculum and set up a gradins system. The break-up of 
the district system was near at hand. His first hammering 
was on the curriculum. His own reactions, sections of which 
follow, best describe his immediate disapproval: 
•••• Reading is done without understanding • 
•••• Not enough time is given to wrfting • 
•••• Children are not sufficiently drilled in the 
elementary combinations of numbers • 
•••• This ~rammai7 is an unsatisfactory subject of 
study. 
Spelling he criticized with the air of a 1950 expert: 
77 Town Report 1876, pp. 5, et. seq. 
-
78 Town Report 1877, pp. 6, ~· J!S• 
The spelling books contain many words which are too 
hard for the younger children. Spelling should be con-
tined to the words in the reading lesson and to the com-
mon words ot everyday lite. Spelling should be taugnt 
in connection with writipg, as this is the way it is 
wanted in after L5choo!711te. The children should also 
be obliged to write some dictation daily and should be 
exercised in writing sentences ot their own composition. 
They would then become familiar with the common marks ot 
punctuation. 
Tileston also told the Committee, "but if we want excel-
lence--and we do need it in teachers if anywhere--we must pay 
tor it." His words had effect, for salaries were advaneed.ao 
The Superintendent was successful in convincing the 
Committee that new accommodations were necessary for the 
overcrowded district schools. He realized that the best 
school work would eome trom graded schools. Scudder summarize 
the case against the district school: 
How, asked Superintendent John B. Tileston, can a 
teacher in an old-fashioned one-room school bridge the 
gap between the child of five and the numbskull or hard-
worked undertaught farm boy of twenty? She must flit 
from one group to the next, from one item of instruction 
to another, without a chance to prepare herself or col-
lect equanimity and senses.sl 
All sorts of suggestions were put forth, but the fight 
narrowed down to whether the new building Should be for the 
High School or for the Grammar School. The latter seemed to 
be the most desirable. A total of #13,350 was appropriated. 
(The town voted to appropriate #12,000 at the Town Meeting on 
80 Loc. cit. 
--
81 Scudder, 2£• cit., p. 287. 
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March 29, 1880, and $1,350 additional at a later Special Town 
Meeting, November 2, 1880.) Dearborn B~others were awarded 
the general contraet.82 
The Emerson School, appropriately named, was occupied 
January 3, 1881. Seavey83 states this school was the first 
consolidated school in Massachusetts. The School Committee 
summarizes its completion: 
A vigil committee LBuilding Committe!{ have care-
tully watched the work at every stage of its progress; 
owing to t :uis, and to the liberality of two friends of 
the school, as well as a praiseworthy interest on the 
part of the architect and contractors, . the town has in 
the Emerson Schoolhouse much more than an equivalent ot 
the money it has invested.84 
The beautiful building, the lower half of which was brick, 
containing eight rooms--four rooms on each of two stories--
and a basement, was considered by many to be the best school 
of its kind in the country, according to some of the teaChers 
who taught there. The children from all the center of the 
town were brought under one roof. 
Five buildings now housed Concord's pupils, some seven 
hundred odd, instead of the original eleven schools. The 
Westvale School was enlarged and imprwed. A wing was built 
on its last side which gave another large room. Forty children 
82 Town Report, 1880, pp. 5, !1• A!S• 
83 Morton R. Seavey, Concord Schools from Candles to Kerosen~, 
Typewritten, 1946, p. 20. 
84 Town Report 1881, pp. 5, !1• !!S• 
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of the West Primary Sehool were moved into the wing. Only 
three district schools remained, viz., the East Quarter Pri-
mary School in District III, and the Bateman's Pond School in 
District VI. The latter two undertook to teach children of 
all grades and to prepare them to go directly to High. The 
organization of both the Emerson and Westvale Schools is 
shown:85 
Emerson School 
A. Grammar 
B. Grammar 
c. Grammar 
D. Grammar 
A. Primary 
B. Primary 
c. Primarr 
D. Primary 
Westvale School 
0 and D. Grammar 
A and B. Primarr 
C and D. Primary 
Eight teachers;thoroughly 
graded. 
Three teachers; partially 
graded. 
The schoolhouses lett vacant by the new set-up were sub-
Ject to disposal by the town. 
Minimum salaries were raised to $390, and the maximum 
to $600. Tileston, in regard to salaries said, "I very much 
wish that teachers could be paid according to their merits.~6 
(Shades of 19501) 
Some of the schools were closed in the spring or 1880 
by an epidemic of measles which made the rounda.87 
85 ~· ill· 
86 Loe. cit. 
- -
87 Loc. cit. 
- -
I 
I . ~-
The parents or the North ·Quarter children were almost 
unanimously opposed to t heir children bei~g transported to 
the center. After the graded arrangement at the two ends of 
the town had been in effect nearly a year, the parents were 
very well pleased with it and " •••• what had been stubborn 
resistance now became open praise."88 " ••• The children would. 
not return to their old school even if they could.n89 Re-
garding the same arrangement for the three remaining district 
schools, Tileston predicted the same opposition could be ex-
pected. "But," states Tileston, "the beneficial results 
would put an end to complaint in them as had been the case 
in the North Quarter.n90 
Tileston 1 s efforts with the classroom teachers were be-
ginning to show results. The revision of the curriculum was 
more in keeping to his wishes: 
88 
89 
90 
Children during their first year in school learn 
to write quite well. Indeed, some of the writing in the 
lowest primary grade is better than some in the highest 
grammar class. ~riting in the~rimary grades was done 
entirely with pencil and cha.lk.:J .. 
The children are taught to read by the word method 
and are also taught the sounds of the letters in the 
first and second years of their school life. The result 
of this course are very satisfactory. No one who has 
ever tried this way would ever go back to the ABC method 
so lately in common use in ow.r sChools. 
Geography is taught without the text in primary 
grades. In the Grammar School the text and supplementar 
Seavey, £11· cit., p. 21. 
-
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books are used and the features of the different coun-
tries are thus exhibited to the eye • 
•••• Let us have speed but accuracy first. LArith-
metiiJ 
The study of technical grammar has not been so mnch 
attended to the past year as tormerly. It has been 
thought better to teach the children to write and speak 
good English rather than have them commit rules and de-
finitions to memory. 
Light gymnastic exercises are part of our regular 
school drill. 91 
Tileston•s work was valued at $200 annually, for that 
was his salary!92 
Tileston was succeeded by Dr. William T. Harris as Su-
perintendent of Schools in 1882. Dr. Harris had become in-
ternationally famous for his work as Superintendent of the 
St. Louis Public Scllools where he retired after twenty-two 
years. Leidecker erred somewhat when he states: 
Having been at the helm of one of the llrgest Pub-
Schools systems in the United States, Harris in his 
retirement in Concord was not too proud to accept the 
Superintendentship in that little town. He held the 
position from 1882-85. Unto~tely, the service of 
this distinguish-a man is now completely torgotten. 93 
Leidecker recovers somewhat to state later, •It must be 
said in justice to the SChool ComHdttee at that time that it 
was aware of the great value whichHarris was to them." Lei-
decker also says: 
91 Loc. cit. 
--
92 Loc. cit. 
--
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•••• Those who know the history of American educa-
tion cannot insert between Horace Mann and John Dewey 
any other man so influential and generally known as 
Harris. 'Officially' and '~officially' he was, as A. 
E. Winship wrote, 1 for a third of a century the public 
school leader of the United States,• and •the best known 
American educator in foreign countries.• His position 
was established long before he became United States Com-
missioner of Education. It was his zeal, his vast knowl-
edge and above all his shining qualities as a man that 
made him an 'equal to kings,• as someone said, or the 
'spiritual father to thousands,• as C. P. Cary has put 
it.94 
The School Committee of seven men and two women were sub-
divided into six "standing Committees" on Repairs, Textbooks, 
Teachers, Examination ofSchools, Music, and Drawing. 
At the High School several changes were occurring under 
the very capable direction of Mr. Eaton. A third teacher was 
added; the course of study enlarged and revised. Elective · 
studies were made available each year; newly published texts 
were added; outside reading was required; and besides a new 
furnace placed in the High School, water was made available 
throughout the building. 
At the Emerson School pictures and plants were added. 
Two pianos were given the school. These helped both "in the 
singing and marching of the pupils." It was the custom in 
the Primary and the Grammar Schools to line up and march .into 
the building upon commencement of the sessions and after re-
cesses. The floor of the Emerson basement was cemented · 
94 Ibid., Preface, viii • 
.......... 
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to provide the pupils with a haven on stormy days.95 
The two highest classes of Westvale were transported to 
Emerson for a while due to the crowded conditions at Westvale. 
This was thought to be too expensive, so a temporary addition 
(10! 1 x 121 ) was made as a temporary solution to the condi-
tiona that prevailed, while an effort was made te secu r e new 
accommodations by means of a petition signed by sixty-four 
citizens of that section, requesting that pupils be fitted 
for High School at Westvale. The School Committee was in-
structed at the Annual Town Meeting in Karch to report "in 
print" on the matter. The Committee that fall recommended 
the building of a new school "at or near the Pail Factory 
Village," and "or sufficient capacity to accommodate the 
children of this village and of Westvale and the State Prison 
Districts. A Building Committee of three reported the next 
spring. 96 
In the meantime the East Quarter parents petitioned the 
School Committee requesting that their boys and girls be 
transported to Emerson School. Before the Committee had time 
to reply a counter petition signed by the same parents re-
quested that the East Quarter School be continued as before. 
Perhaps the district "had developed a sentimental attachment 
for its little school.n97 
9s Town Report 1882, PP• 4, !1· seg. 
96 Loc. cit. 
--97 cit_._, • 287. 
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By way of comparison of costs the Sehool Committee 
pointed out to the town that the cost per pupil of instruction 
was costing them $33.83 at Bateman's Pond, compared to $13.52 
at Emerson--a rea~ effective weapon against the fading dis-
trict schools, for it struck at a tender subject that was 
bound to sway public opinion, sentiment or no sent~ent. The 
case for the continuance of the district schools was collap-
sing.98 
Some interesting figures with regard to the schools for 
1881-82 are presented: 
High 
Grammar 
Mixed 
Primary 
Vocal Music 
No. of 
Teachers 
3 
6 
3 
6 
1 
Average 
Pupil Load 2o.a 
30.6 
16.8 
38.1 
Average 
Pupil Cost 
136.71 
14.22 
22.62 
12.10 
One difficulty in dealing with averages is that they 
conceal the extremes. It will be seen that the average cost 
per pupil would double if the pupil load was cut in half 
and vice-versa. At tuis time Concord stood thirteenth of the 
345 towns of the State for money appropriated per pupil, and 
seventh of the 54 towns in the county .• , 
The cost of the conveyance of pupils from Districts IV, 
V, and VII, was found to be $450 in 1882. 
Eaton's salary as Principal of the High School was 
raised from $1500 to $1800 in view of his valuable serv1ces. 9! 
98 Loe. cit. 
--
99 Town Report 1882, PI>• 4, et. se_g. 
The salary schedule was also revised tor the other teachers, 
setting new minimums and new maximums. The teachers in the 
graded schools were paid slightly more than those of the 
outer districts. The paying of teachers was changed from 
once every three months to a monthly basis, based on a form 
the teacher submitted to the Secretary of the School Committee 
showing her "attendance and any departure from the regular 
time." The janitor felt his $400 salary insufficient tor the 
care of the High and Emerson buildings and furnaces. T.he 
Committee was heedless.lOO 
The High School yard needed grading, because "••• in 
rainly seasons it is impossible to reach the building without 
wading through deep water.nlOl 
The School Committee had also complained of "indiscri~­
nate driving through the grounds" between the High and Emer-
son Schools. (Stow Street did not then exist, and Sudbury 
Road was known as Sudbury Street.) The horseback riders 
must have been careless, tor the Committee thought the ac-
tion "disastrous to their proper order Lthe grounds!( and 
dangerous to the children." 
T 
An asphalt walk was constructed 
extending from the High School on Sudbury Street to the 
Emerson Building on Hubbard Street, perhaps as a sanctuary 
tor the terrified s_cholars. 102 The walk was extended the 
100 ~- ill· 
101 122.· ill· 
102 ~- cit. 
-
next year to the doorsteps or the buildings. 
On April 27, 1882, the town and nation mourned the losa 
of one of its greatest Americans. Ralph Waldo Emerson had 
died. 11The church bells of the village tolled seventy-nine 
times to announce his death. 11103 
The town voted in 1882 to require the School Committee 
to choose annually a Superintendent of Schools. Dr. Harris 
continued to remain its choice. 
The attitude of the pUblic in general toward its schools 
is best reflected by the Selectmen's backing of the Co~t­
~ee's drive for greater financial assistance. Sections are 
quoted: 
We have paid bills approved by the School Committee 
to an amount exceeding the appropriation and receipts 
for that department by t650.34. We regret the necessity 
but do not see how it eould have been well avoided. We 
believe that there is no branch in the administration of 
our public affairs so deserving of liberal appropriations 
as that of Public Schools, and that the question of chie 
importance for our consideration is not how much money 
has been disbursed but has it been judiciously expended? 
It has been well said that the best legacy a man can 
leave his children is good health, good habits, and a 
good education; with these it matters little what else 
he may or may not leave them, they are likely to succeed 
in the world and to become useful citizens. Some years 
ago an examination of the statistics of the State of 
Pennsylvania was made, and by them it appeared that the 
number of paupers in any town was in an inverse ratio to 
the amount per scholar appropriation in it for public 
schools by the next preceding generation; and that, know 
ing ei~r of the above particulars, the other could be 
determined with a near approach of accuracy. We, there-
fore, commend these institutions to your generous con-
1.03 Rusk1 .22• cit., p. 508. 
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sideration; ror the ability, skill and taith£ulness to 
be procured in our teachers, depends largely upon the 
compensation which we return; and a high degree of excel-
lence in our instructors cannot fail to make an abundant 
return ror its additional cost.104 
The $12,000 appropriation recommended, plus $400 addi-
tional for repairs, was voted without a word of disapproval 
by the voters. The appropriation had almost quadrupled since 
1860. 
The "examinations" were a carryover from the rirst half 
of the century during which members of the Sehool Committee 
publicly interrogated the pupils at school in the presence 
ot visitors to determine their tactual knowledge and the 
school's effectiveness. Harris realized the folly of this, 
and the practice discontinued. Harris had a special class 
formed which ~nsisted of thirty superior pupils who would be 
ready for High School earlier than others. This class was 
transferred to a lower·:room at the High School, which now had 
four rooms instead of two. Partitions had been put in to 
make two study rooms and two recitation rooms. The following 
records show the growth of the High Senool: 
1878-79 
1879-80 
1880·81 
50 
57 
62 
1861-82 70 
1882-83 - 90 (120, incl ....... ~ .... """"' 
the "Preparatory Class.") 
Mr. Eaton was also appointed Supervisor of the Emerson 
School and was relieved of some of his teaching duties at the 
High School to permit some daily supervision. · The Commdttee 
104 Town Report 1882, PP• 4, !l• ~· 
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felt that there would thereby be better coordination between 
the two schools. A complete outline of the course of study 
was arranged from grades one through nine, the latter of which 
was now called the Preparatory Class. For example, the arith-
metic required of grade eight was 11 Reviews, Percentage, Simple 
Interest, and Partial Payments.u105 
The Franklin Series of Readers was introduced. Each 
pupil had to purchase a book in keeping with regulations. 
Many supplementary books we r e added by the Committee, and 
children were now allowed and encouraged to take books home 
tor enjoY-ment.106 
The building of a new school at the western end of the 
town was not started, for opinion there was by no means uni-
tied. The upper two grades were again transported to Emerson 
because of lack of a teacher and a suitable reciation room. 
Then, too, the Committee wished to see if the plan might 
materialize of moving prisoners back to Charleston. This 
transition would materially reduce the number of pupils, for 
many of their fathers staffed the supervisory personnel at 
the State Prison in Concord. In fact, some fifty-five chil-
dren lived in that district. 
The School Committee petitioned the Fitchburg Railroad 
for a reduction in rates for high school children "which are 
105 Loc. cit. 
--
106 Loc. cit. 
--
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felt to be oppressive." The rate was cut in half.l07 
Any case of corporal punishment had to be reported monthly 
in detail to the School Committee. Harris felt the Committee's 
vote not to have scholars detained after school for any cause 
"a concession which may prove to be more humane than wise." 
Each teacher was expected to supplement the music classee 
by daily exercises 11not to exceed fifteen minutes." 
Harris continued carrying the cudgel which Tileston had 
wielded so well for graded schools. "Generally," he said, "a 
poor teacher in a well graded school will accomplish better 
work than a good teacher can do in an ungraded school •••• " 
Small classes were another issue with Harris. •It is a 
positive advantage," he declared, "to have classea contain 
twenty pupils. It would be in most cases, however, unadvisabJe 
to exceed twenty-five to a class." 
The need for additional High School accommodations be-
came more pronounced. Money aeeumulated in the Stow Fund 
could not be expended for new High School apparatus because 
of lack of spaee.108 
During 1883-84 water was piped into the Westvale School 
from Sandy Pond, and a well was dug at the Nine Acre Corner 
School. 
The Bateman's Pond Smool that same winter, held session 
10'7 Loc. cit. 
--
108 Lee. cit. 
--
ttin a pleasant front room in the house lately occupied by 
Mr. J. D. Brown, Jr.," this through the courtesy of Mr. Abel 
D. Brown. The house was heated and the transfer made at no 
expense to the town.l09 
The transportation of all the pupils of the remaining 
district schools to the Centre was felt to be too expensive. 
The town was shocked at first by an act of the Legisla-
ture of 1884, which voted to have books and school supplies 
furnished to Massachusetts Public School children free of 
charge. "It is hoped," the Committee lamented, "that no 
large proportion of our citizens will care to have their Chil-
dren supplied at public expense with school books and station-
ery, any more than with any other article of daily need." 
They agreed with Boston that this "was an unnecessary and un-
wise piece of legislation." Harris found no fault. He felt 
the new legislation would enable children now to attend High 
School who heretofore could not afford the book~ and also 
that children would tend to remain longer in school.llO 
One thousand dollars was appropriated by the town to 
move an unused school to a site recommended by the Committee 
to the western part of the town to relieve pressure. The 
action was unnecessary for legislation again affected the 
school situation. This time the Committee did not lament, 
1°9 Town Report 1883, pp. 5, !1• ~· 
110 Town Report 1884, pp. 5, !1• seg. 
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for the legislature voted to reopen the Charlestown prison, 
which transferred four-fifths of the prisoners and a corres-
ponding number of officers and their children.lll 
More attention was given at this t~e to physical science 
at the High School, tor Harvard began to lower its require-
ments for admission. An unoccupied school house nearby was 
equipped as a laboratory arter visitations were made to the 
city schools for ideas. 112 The Stow Fund had done much, it 
was pointed out, to put Concord on an equal with larger 
schools. 
Harris suggested that several vigorous towns unite to 
rorm "a really good high school, rather than struggle with a 
weak one. 11 The present-day regional high schools have a 
familiar ring arter reading his ideas on the topic some sixty-
rive years ago: 
The use or our High School by neighboring towns 
continues to increase and seems to suggest one method or 
solution or the problem. If towns may legally appropri-
ate money to pay the tui~on of such children as attend 
high schools in neighboring towns, there may grow up 
large central high schools in which the instruction may 
be superior because conducted by a large corps or erri-
cient teachers, and at a lower rate or tuition, because 
the size of the school secures economy of classification 
Eaton took on the s~pervision of the Westvale School 
also. Two schools, now, he was supervising, besides being a 
111 Loc. ill· 
112 ~· cit. 
-
113 ~· ill· 
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teacher and Principal at the High School. 
That the Emerson School was progressing, there was little 
doubt. As one parent aptly expressed it: "Once I had to whip 
my children to get them to go to school, now I should have to 
whip them to keep them at home." The pride that the children 
took in their school was indicated somewhat by the school fur-
niture, which showed no signs of blemish. Harris felt that a 
tull-time Supervising Principal should be hired for a school 
the size of the Em rson School. 
William A. Francis became the second male teacher at 
the High School upon his appointment as Vice-P~1ncipal. 
Harris resigned to be succeeded in 1885 by Reverend James s. 
Bush.ll4 
With the year 1885 eame the downfall for some of the 
district schools. The selectmen recommended the North Centre 
lot and building be included in the Sleepy Hollow Cemetery 
Grounds. The school was made into a mortuary chapel. The 
East Centre Schoolhouse was leased to the water co~ssioners 
as a tool shed and store house. Also recommended tor sale 
was the building and lot at Angier's Mills. The town decided 
to hold on to the others for a little longer. The Nine Acre 
Corner School was closed and the few pupils that had attended 
it were transported to the Emerson School. The small childreJ: 
that lived in the vicinity of the reformatory (apparently the 
ll4 Town Report 18835, PP• 5, !!• ~· 
48 
"prison" became a 11 reformatory" after the reopening of the 
Charlestown prison) were transported to the Westvale Schoo1. 11 ~ 
The Legislature in 1885 required the public schools of 
the State to include physiology and hygiene in the curriculum, 
and "to include special instruction as to the effects of al-
coholic drinks, stimulants and narcotics on the human system." 
The franchise which women were granted some six years before 
was beginning to manifest itselr.ll6 
The town voted to appropriate $10,000 at their 1886 
Annual Town Meeting to build a new four-room school at West-
vale. The usual Building .Committee selected a site on the 
road between Concord Junction and Westvale on a one and one-
halt acre lot given the town by Mr. Ralph Warner with the 
stipulation that the building must be completed within a year. 
The Building Committee consisted ot Henry J. Hosmer, Edwin s. 
Barrett and Walter s. Blanchar~ the latter of whom succeeded 
Peveril »egis upon his resignation. They saw the original 
$10 1 000 appropriation would be insufficient and received, by 
vote of the town, permission to sell the Westvale Schoolhouse 
and lot to add to the $10,000. Mark O'Mara purchased the lot 
tor $250 and the Westvale School (sometimes called the Darby 
School) was sold for $1,100 to Edward c. Damon, who could 
assume possession upon completion of the new building, which, 
115 Loc. cit. 
--
116 Loc. cit. 
--
incidentally, was to be called the West Concord School. 
The lowest bidder was Charles N. Miner, of Concord witn 
a low of $9,400 for the general contract. Bids went as high 
as $12,300.117 
Nine teachers, constituting one half of the faculty gave 
up their posi tiona in Concord to go els·ewh-ere <h ring 1886-87. 
Kiss Helen Legate was appointed Principal at the Emerson 
School. 
A spare room at the Emerson School caused earlier by the 
Preparatory class going to the High Schoo~ was opened to 
accommodate part of an oversized primary class, and an addi-
tional teacher was hired. The average attendance in each of 
the eight rooms at Emerson was then forty-two. 
Evening classes were again established at Westvale under 
the direction of John B. Studley.ll8 
At the 1887 Annual Town Meeting the start of Concord's 
great sixteen acre play ground was inaugurated with the accep-
tance by the town of four acres of land, situated south of 
the Emerson School, and given by the heirs of Ralph Waldo 
Emerson. The gift contained certain limitations which in 
essence are the following: 
117 
1. It was to be used for the specific purpose of 
a free public play ground, a drill and parade ground for 
military bodies, and a place tor the holding of municipal 
celebrations and ceremonies. 
Loc. cit. 
--
118 Town Report 1886, pp. 5, ~· ~· 
2. It was to be kept open and unencumbered by fences 
paved walks, flower beds, fountains, monuments, statues, 
buildings, or other obstacles, except for twenty-five 
feet on each side on which an avenue of trees could be 
placed. 
3. No building was to be erected on any part of the 
land except a public gymnasium. 
4. No public way was to be laid out on the lot ex-
cept upo~ a tract fifty teet across the Easterly end. 119 
This playground was widely used from this time and fo~met~u 
the nucleus or what now is invaluable to the town and particu 
larly the schools. How the rest was obtained and helped to 
form one of the best playgrounds in the State, will be dealt 
with later. It has been appropriately called the Emerson 
Playground from that date, but not officially until 1925. 
The town appropriated $300 and appointed a committee to 
take charge of laying out the playground. Stow Street was 
then being planned to run from the library in front or the 
schools, parallel to Thoreau Street and to be extended 
Hubbard Street to the Everett pathway. American Elms which 
were placed at the side of the proposed road still stand t~~·a.Yu 
to achieve the purpose for which they were intended. 
path around the edge or the playground was permitted for 
back riders. The committee then proposed that "the care of 
the grounds and trees be assignedm the Superin~endent of 
Public Grounds,tt and that 11 the Selectmen take charge of and 
regulate the use of the grounds.ttl20 
119 Town Report 1887, pp. 5, !1• seg. 
120 
.5. 
The Committee of five on Increased Accommodations ror 
the High School appointed a year before, in 1887, reported 
that they had considered additions and alterations to the 
overcrowded High Smool but felt that the high cost or such 
an alteration, estimated to be $12,000, would be more wisely 
spent in the construction of a n~w building, which would coat 
about #16,000. Accordingly, they had plans drawn up and voted 
to have the lower story of brick, whim, they explained, •• ••• 
would be more easily kept warm and would be handsomer and more 
in keeping with the Emerson Building." Then, too, they sug-
gested that with the Emerson School becomi~ quite crowded 
the old High School building might well be used for the over-
flow, and it should be moved to the Hudson lot opposite the 
Emerson Building. Besides the town wanted its new Hign School 
on the site of the old. Then, in strangely familiar language, 
they stated that if the town followed these suggestions 11 ••• 
the question of school accommodations will be settled for a 
long term of years."121 Little did they realize that in less 
than ten years they would feel more acute growing pains. 
In the meantime in 1887, William L. Eaton had succeeded 
the Reverend Bush as Superintendent of the Concord Public 
Schools. He was also to continue as Principal and teacher 
at the High Schoo1.122 
121 ~- ~-
122 ~· ~· 
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Growth of the Schools with William L. Eaton 
The School Commdttee again received petition and counter-
petition from the East Quarter parents requesting their achoo 
be closed and pupils transported to the town. The counter-
petition this time was disregarded. Mr. Henry c. Wheeler per-
mitted the children to wait for the "barge" in the shed of 
his Virginia Road home. The Bateman's Pond School was the 
last of the district schools to close. The Committee could 
report that during the school year 1887-88, all the school 
children were concentrated at the High, Emerson, and West 
Concord Schools.123 
Eaton was happy at the transformation at the western end 
of the town after the West Concord School was completed in 
April 1877. An extra teacher was added so that each of four 
teachers taught two grades. In reporting the school that 
year, Eaton stated: 
A wonderful metamorphosis seemed to take place. 
Manners and dress apprently improved. The condition of 
shoes and neckties became of greater concern to the pupi 
Average attendance increased; more rapid progress in 
studies was early noticeable. One of the agents of the 
State Board of Education who the year before shook his 
head gravely at the conditions and surroundings of these 
schools recently expressed astonianment at the progress 
made in one year •••• The child 1 s mind makes quick res-
ponse to its env1ronment. 12• 
The Committee voted in December 1887 to permit children 
to enter the lowest primary school only 1n September and the 
l23 Town Report 1888, pp. 5, !1• seg. 
124 ~· ill· 
first two weeks of October. Furthermore, the child must be 
five years of age before the following January in order to 
enter. The Committee felt that children entering every two 
or three months "was too hard on the teachers." 
The Concord High graduates of 1887 were awarded new en-
graved diplomas for the first ~me. The· Stow Fund used "for 
the support of laboratory and sundry articles," again demon-
strated its versatility. 
The average attendance of the three Concord schools that 
year was 90.1 per cent. 
Maple trees were set about the grounds or the Emerson 
School by the pupils and their teachers in celebration of 
Arbor Day. 
A truancy law was adopted November 8, 1887, by the town, 
which made any habitual truant between the age of seven and 
fifteen years liable for a maximum two years' term at the 
Plummer Farm School in Salem. The town maintained three 
truant officers, who :·were usually the janitors of the respec-
tive buildings. 126 
The year 1888 had ~s sad notes, however, for on March 
4 of that year Bronson Alcott, Concord's third Superintendent 
of Schools, passed away. His daughter, Louisa Kay Alcott, 
died the day of her father's funera1. 127 
126 Loc. eit. 
--
127 Ticknor, 2£• £!i., P• 216. 
Article eighteen in the 1888-89 report read as follows: 
ttTo see whether the town will grant the schoolhouse and lot 
of land between the library and the house of H. H. Benson for 
the use of the Free Public Library." It was so voted.l28 
As baseball gained in popularity, Mr. Charles w. Prescot 
was given the contract "to make a good ball ground! The new 
High School was completed and the school proudly took posses-
sion April 8, 1890. A new teacher was added. Drawing, here-
tofore held only in the primary and grammar grades, was ex-
tended to the High Sehoo1. 129 
Eaton was pleased with transportation facilities. Scud.d 
reports this well: 
Specially built horse-drawn barges, curtained 
against stormy weather, with parallel facing seats from 
f'ront to rear, mov.ed the children daily to and from the 
centre. The farmer or farmer's wife from the furthest 
house usually served as the driver--the committee frowned 
on using the hired man--and plenty of blankets kept the 
children warm during the five mile ride •••• attendance 
rose •••• Parents found their children less exposed to 
sleet and snow than when they trudged to the neighbor-
hood schools •••• Concord's plan was br~g not only 
improvement in instruction; it was furthering unity and 
friendship. 130 
Many other advantages of the closing of the district 
schools and the consolidation program were described by Eaton 
in a specially prepared pamphlet he wrote at the request of 
the Committee, in answer to queries from all over the country 
128 Town Report 1888, PP• 5, !1· ~· 
129 Town Report 1890, pp. 5, !!· ~· 
130 Scudder,~·~., pp.287-288. 
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which bombarded both him and the Committee. It was a fea-
tured exhibit for the State School Exhibit at the Chicago 
Exposition. He stressed the fact that the program was not 
one by administrative fiat, but the voluntary request of pa-
rents, who were convinced that the education received at the 
Centre graded schools was superior to that of the districts. 
"The natural reluctance of the parents to send their young 
children so far from home and for all day to attend the Centre 
school," he states, "has vanished •••• The apprehension of the 
owners of real estate that depreciation of values would re-
sult if the schools were closedhas proven to be groundless." 
At noon the children were in charge of a teacher who was paid 
extra for the noon duty. The cost of the transportation 
was about forty dollars a week compared to sixty dollars for 
maintaining the district schools for the same period. The 
supervision was also more efficient, and changes in the cur-
riculum achieved easier. The pamphlet closed with this 
interesting last paragraph: 
Many incidental advantages subordinate to the prime 
one have r~sulted. All of the children meet on the same 
arena, test the qualities of each other and exchange fron 
the beginning those influences which will mould them to I 
act together harmoniously and intelligently in the future. 
All the parents of the town have an equal interest in thE 
welfare of the two central systems of schools, and for 
many years dissensions about the maintenance of schools 
has been unknown in our town meetings. It has been 
Concord's good fortune to have worked out a beneficial 
scheme for the improvement of public school education in 
country towns, destined to be widely adopted and to gain 
for her distinction in the cause of education. 
=========9F================================-----=-=--~~~=-=-=-==============~====== 
Attendance of the pupils from the five outlying districts 
proved to be higher than that of the pupils who lived within 
walking distance of the school.l31 
The old High School building was moved to the lot across 
Hubbard Street from the Emerson School as planned. When it 
became necessary to use one of the rooms in the old building 
as an overflow primary school tor the Emerson School, the 
Committee felt a name should be selected tor the building. 
Accordingly, the old cast-ott High School Building completed 
in 1869 received its christening at the School Committee Meet-
ing on June 28, 1890, in its twenty-first year. It became 
the "Ripley School," in honor of Ezra Ripley, who was chair-
man of the first School Committee in Concord in 1799, and 
prominent thereafter in Concord education tor over a quarter-
century. It is also interesting to note here that the atten -
tion of the Committee was called to a written report of a 
CoDmdttee to revise the school regulations, dated December 28, 
1826, and digned "Ezra Ripley, .Chairman." The Committee 
printed the document as an Appendix to its 1890-91 report. 132 
A high percentage ot the High School graduates were going 
on to further education. A three-year period from the School 
Committee Reports ot the respective years is noted: 
131 Town Report 1891, PP• 5, !1• ~· 
132 Loc. cit. 
--
-======~==========================================~==== 
No. ot No. Going on To % of 
Graduates Further Education Total 
1889 12 6 50 
1890 20 8 40 
1891 18 10 55.5 
1892 22 11 50 
The "drawing" of this period included work in clay, color 
paper-folding, cutting, stick laying. "Children were often 
asked to make something in paper, cloth, or wood as a mental 
training through the hands.nl33 
Upon Eaton's recommendation the Committee voted hence-
forth to use the Cuming-Beaton Funds for apparatus and 
appliances for the Emerson and West Concord Schools, rather 
than simply include it with the general appropriation as had 
tormerly been done. The funds then became to the grammar 
schools what the Stow Fund was to the High School. 
Areminta v. Paache, teacher in the West Concord School, 
was appointed Principal of that school, starting the 1890-91 
school yea:x-·. 
The problem of ventilation became such an acute problem 
at the Emerson School that the town voted five thousand dol-
lars in 1891 to install the Fuller-Warren heating and venti-
lating system. The installation rectified the condition. 
Tuition of non-resident pupils was, with its eleven hun-
dred dollars paying the salary of two teachers, Eaton announce • 
Evening School was held during 1891-92 in tour lighted 
133 ~·ill· 
rooms of the High School with an enrollment of one hundred, 
many of whom were of foreign birth. The school continued for 
three years. 
Eaton departmentalized the grammar schools from the 
fifth grade on. He cut down on the use of graded reading 
books and concentrated more on suitable works of American 
authors. Natural science was stressed. Field trips were 
frequent parts of the programs. 1~4 
A "training class" was started by the Superintendent, as 
prospective teachers were encouraged to enter the Concord 
grade schools as assistants, to learn the profession. After 
training five months (this also included special reading and 
study as determined by the Superintendent), a trainer was paid 
one dollar a day whenever he took charge of a class tor two 
consecutive days. A certificate was given after training one 
year. 1~5 
Eaton had his ideas of a good teacher: 
The good teacher is faitb?ul, laborious, enthusias-
tic, and progressive. Her school reflects the qualities 
of head and heart that are emphasized in her own characte • 
She is the chief factor in determining the results of any 
system ot education. LicLeary would not agree in 194§7 
The selection and retention ot good teachers is, therefor • 
the highest service a School Committee can render the 
co.mmunity. 1~6 
134 ~· cit. 
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Among nearby towns which followed Concord's lead in con-
solidation were Cohasset, Bedford, and Lexington. Also work-
ing actively toward it were Sudbury, Westo~, and Swampscott. 1~ 
The Preparatory Class was moved back with the other grade 
at the Emerson School, after having been with the High School 
~or ten years. Latin was offered to the upper two grades at 
Emerson. A sub-primary class was established at the Ripley 
School. This class, however, attended only through the fall 
and spring. T.he first grade was also moved to the Ripley, 
which had been used heretofore by different grades of the 
Emerson School as pressure dictated. Despite this move, the 
Emerson classes were still crowded, with the pinch felt in 
the lower grades. 
Eaton employed Miss Alice Metcalf to give the teachers 
lessons in exercises until each was qualified to conduct 
classes in the Ling system of gymnastics. All Concord schools 
devoted fifteen minutes daily to this program. The Committee 
said: 
They make a break in the session; give a change of 
work; develop the muscles of the body and improve the 
carriage of the pupils; and do much good in the way of 
teaching prompt attention and strict obedience. 138 
Harriet P. Rood, teacher in the High School, became the 
first woman teacher to attain the salary of one thousand dol-
lars in Concord. Maximnm salaries were again raised as the 
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as the salary schedule was revised. 
Two additional teachers were added at the High School 
and one at West Coacord. There was not a single change in 
the corps of nineteen teachers in the 1892-.93 school year 
from the previous year. This has never occurred since that 
date. 
·sewing was introduced one day a week in both grammar 
schools with Miss Ella Whiting in charge of instruction, grade 
three through six. "Whittling" was started tor the boys by 
Kiss Andrews while sewing occupied the girls. 139 
Concord followed quite closely the program of studies 
as determined and set up by the "Committee of Ten," which 
revised the secondary curriculum as the result of the National 
Bducation Association meeting in July 1892. Eliot of Harvard 
and United States Commissioner William T. Harris, who had 
been Superintendent tor two years in Concord, headed the com-
mittee. Courses offered at Concord were the classical, Latin~ 
English and English. The Scientific course was added the next 
year.l40 
Fast Day was abolished by the Committee and the spring 
vacation was from then on to include April nineteenth, which 
it has, to date. 
The schools did, however, receive an unexpected vacation 
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when a diptheria scare closed the schools tor a week at 
Thanksgiving time 1894, on order ot the Board of Health, to 
permit fUmigation. Old pencils were collected and burned, and 
henceforth pencils were numbered to insure the same user each 
day.l4l 
The paying of teachers was changed so that they were 
thence paid in ten monthly installments. 
Despite an extra room added to the third story or the 
High School by means of a dormer in the attic, crowded condi-
tions still prevailed. The Town Hall was used as an assembly 
hall. 
Vertical writing began to receive some attention in the 
schools •••• "not altogether because it is vertical, but becaus . 
it keeps the children vertical while writing." He also had 
ideas on the teaching of geography. •The starting point for 
this study is local geography, including the observation of 
the effects of the climate, winds and water upon the home of 
the man as the pupil is taught to see it."142 
The fifteen year old desks in the Emerson School were 
criticized by the Superintendent because each time a pupil 
moved, it jarred the desk behind him to which his seat was 
attached. 
As late as 1896 classes continued to enter other than 
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in September, for Eato~ commenting on the crowded conditions 
in the Emerson-Ripley School, where a staff of ten teachers 
taught 422 pupils, said in his 1895 report; "April will bring 
in the younger pupils to the number of fifty, and another 
teacher."143 
The High School, with its seven teachers, cared for 168 
pupils in four large rooms, the attic recitation room, plus a 
physical and a chemical laboratory. The Committee hated to 
turn away tuition pupils. Bemdes, well over one thousand 
dollars in tuition, " •••• their presence in the achool has a 
beneficial effect in many ways bri~g in new ideas and 
broadening the whole life o:f the school." The Committee was 
also gratified that Concord was considered an educational 
center :for the region "• ••• just as in former days it was the 
political and social centre. 11144 
Eaton arranged for the grammar schools to study algebra 
to supplement their arithmetic. 
In 1895-96 a special teacher taught music in the High 
School, but the regular grade teachers were expected to care 
for the needs of the grammar schools. 
Pupils whose work and deportment merited it were excused 
from afternoon sessions at the High School. 
Eaton's younger graduates ot the High School presented 
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to him at the June 1896 graduation exercises $600 which they 
had collected 11for the purpose of giving Mr. Eaton a summer 
vacation in Europe." The Committee commented: " •••• this 
testimonial thus became a public recognition of his twenty 
years of faithful and successful service." His salary was 
also raised. 
In the meantime Eaton had altered his opinion and was 
recommending the normal schools. He thought they had raised 
their standards.l45 
Edward Waldo Emerson made his appearance again on the 
,...., 
School Committee in 1896-97, perhpas to help campaign for an 
addition to the High School. At any rate the Committee as a 
whole, heartily approved of an addition and thought they 
might relieve the pressure on the Emerson and Ripley building 
by sending the primary grades to the High School. The Co~ 
mittee chuckled at Lexington's return to the district school 
" •••• in a modified form for the purpose of relieving the 
pressure at the Centre and suppressing some of their barges." 
The Committee hastened, however, to add, "Of course, we reali 
i n146 the barges need watch ng. 
Concord continued to send more than 50 per cent of its 
graduates to further education. 
The Town Meeting in Apal 1897 voted $15,000 for altera-
145 ~- ill· 
146 Town Report 1897, pp. 5, ~· seq. 
tion or the High School and $5,000 additional at a June Town 
Meeting. The contract was awarded June 4, calling tor com-
pletion of the old part ot the building by September 1 and the 
new part on .November 1 of the same year. The old part was 
completed on time, but a penalty of ten dollars a day was 
exacted in accordance with the contract because the new part 
was not ready for occupancy until February 7, 1898. It more 
than doubled the cubic capacity of its prior accommodations. 
It was now wired for electricity, and an automatic program 
clock installed. 147 
Part of the second and third grades were assigned to 
part of the first floor on the north end of the High School. 
Salaries constituted about seventy-six per cent of the 
school appropriation of 1898. 148 
Miss May L. Nichols, the High School Greek Teacher, was 
granted a leave of absence tor one year to take advantage of 
a traveling scholarship to Athens. While there, she won an 
even more valuable scholarship. Upon her return to America, 
she became Instructor of Greek at Vassar. 
The Honorable Charles H. Almy, High School Principal be-
~ore Eaton, returned to speak at the 1898 High School gradua-
tion exercises. 
The death of John B. Tileston was noted by Eaton, who 
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paid him tribute as an educator. Besides housing the central 
schoGls in a commodius, well-graded, and well taught building, 
Eaton said of him: 
Moreover in 1879, during his administration, was 
begun the closing of the district schools and the trans-
portation at public expense of their pupils to the cen-
tral schools. The law under whieh towns were enabled 
to appropriate money for this purpose was enacted in 
1869. It is said by the Secretary or the State Board 
of Education of that year, the suggestion of the need 
and worth of such a law came to him from a farmer in one 
of the small country towns. lTileston's attention was 
called to this law ~ Mr. Walton, an agent of the State 
Board of Education~ 149 
Concord used for i t ~s· course of studies one prepared 
under the direction of the State Board of Education. 
Miss Andrews resigned and the "Whittling" course was 
abandoned. 
To better prepare students for the more rigid college 
requirements, a five-year course of study was arranged at the 
High School. Subjects listed during 1898 included: Latin, 
Greek, French, German, Rhetoric, Botany, Physiology, Civics, 
Themes, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Bookkeeping, Physics, 
Chemistry, Physical Geography, Asbonomy, Greek History, Roman 
History, and United States History. 
Seven High School boys and over fifty graduates volunteer d 
for service in the Spanish-American War. Charles Hart died of 
fever in Porto Rico, before he could return to graduate. 
of .the boys returned to their studies at the High School afte 
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their discharge to graduate in 1900.150 
The West Concord School became so crowded that a room 
in the basement was converted into a classroom for forty pu-
pils. 
Emerson, Chairman of the School Committee, suggested 
lighting at least the High School. The assembly hall was 
used for many social affairs. on,_ one occasion the faculty 
and the pupils entertained nearly four hundred guests of the 
schoo1. 151 
When Fred L. Diman was killed in a December accident, 
F. T. Archibald succeeded him as Instructor of Music. 
The appropriation in 1900 was$23,500 for the "support of 
Public Schools." 
Through the generosity of two elderly Concord sisters, 
viz., Miss Frances Jane Hallet Prichard and Miss Amelia 
Prichard, Concord received in 1900 a school of manual train-
ing, industrial arts, mechanical drawing and domestic science. 
Miss Amelia purchased tor tlOOO the Cutter lot which adjoined 
the playground ot the High School and contained about 15,000 
square teet. A Committee was empowered to sell the East Cent 
School lot, and "to expend the proceeds for the purpose of 
moving the East School to the Cutter lot." Ellen T. Emerson 
purchased the lot, which was across the street from her 
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£ather's old home~ £or $1000. The old East Centre School was 
moved to its new location beside the High School. The Com-
mittee "built and cemented a new cellar, regraded the lot, 
refitted the house, equipped it with a furnace and suitable 
ventilating apparatus, and with benches, tools, and supplies 
£or immediate use.nl52 
The remaining #18,000 or the $20,000 gift was 1nvest6d 
in securities and given to the Trustees o£ Town Donations, pre 
sumably to maintain the school. 
The "Slo7d School," as it was termed commenced the £all 
o£ 1899, with William w. Locke as the instructor, for three 
days a week. Miss Francis visited the school repeatedly dur-
ing October and took great satisfaction in its immediate suc-
cess. She died the next month in New York. 
Over two hundred pupils from all three schools took 
"sloyd" including man7 girls. Pupils were taught the meaning 
and use of drawings, the use of materials and tools, and the 
actual construction o! at least eight models. Locke reported 
that the course was chiefly valuable for its educational ef-
fects. His description of its bereficial aspects is reminis-
cent of some of the old-time drugstore medicine claims: 
····develops practical 1na.ight, good judgment, 
ingenuity and independence, strengthens the motor brain 
cells, regulates the nervous system and gives the gene-
ral healthy stimulus which comes with pleasant occup-
ations ••• also encourages self-control and patience. 153 
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Miss Whiting, the sewing teacher, reported that 170 were 
taking up sewing in grammar grades ~ive through eight, (third 
and ~ourth graders had not been permitted to continue it). 
Twenty-eight boys at West Concord "have learned to darn beau-
tifully," she bragged.l54 
The sum of #20,000 was voted for an addition to the West 
Concord School. Isaac R. Beharrel of Concord was awarded the 
general contract. The school was completed and occupied in 
September of 1900. It then contained nine rooms, an assembly 
hall, a sloyd room with twenty-one benches, besides a teachers• 
room, reception room, play and bicycle rooms, boiler rooma, 
toilets and wardrobes. An elect~ic program clock was installe 
as well as electric lights. A telephone with direct connec-
tion to the Superintendent's office was placed in the building 
In the meant~e the Committee reported that primitive 
outhouses were still in use at the Ripley School. Ten thous-
sand dollars were appropriated by the town in 1900 to connect 
the High, Emerson, and Ripley buildings with the town sewerage 
system.l55 
Concord must haveeKhibited some educational attractions, 
for now over eighty non-resident pupils from five towns attend d 
the High School, bringing in about $3300 in tuition funds. 
These towns were Bedford, Lincoln, Boxborough, Acton, and 
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Carlisle. Another teacher was added.l56 
The town voted to sell the North Quarter schoolhouse and 
lot, which were purchased by Mr. Albert Howe tor one hundred 
dollars. Mr. Finnegan bought the old North Primary school-
house tor use as a henhouse. 
Emerson, still Chairman of tbe School Committee, wrote a 
beautiful history of the earlier schools of Concord, which is 
included in the Committee's report of 1900-01.157 
The Committee had regulations for High School athletics. 
The contestants were n· •••• to maintain a fair average in their 
studies; shal 1 deal honorably with opponents, and shall de-
mean themselves in a gentlemanly manner at all times." The 
expenses were not met by gate receipts for, as no admdssion 
could be charged at the contests on the Emerson Playground, 
voluntary contributions amounted to little. Entertainments 
and subscription funds constituted the major source of funds 
to defray expenses. "More room was :.needed for an ample base-
ball field. 
Although the School Commdttee had the appointment of 
truant officers, it had no charge of them. The teachers were 
. ' 
required daily to give them a list of any unexplained ab-
sences. These absences were "looked up" and if found to be 
legitimate, were disregarded. Truants, if any, were returned 
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to the school. 
In 1901, Miss Paasche, Principal of the West Concord 
School for eleven years and a teacher in Concord since 1887, 
accepted a better position in Boston. Mr. Ernest Libbey was 
selected as the new West Concord Principal. Eaton explained, 
"Heretofore men have not been employed as regular teachers in 
our Grammar Schools •••• both women and men are needed •••• both 
are better than either. 6158 
The coal strike was affecting the schools. Trains were 
late and the cost of coal was up. The High Senool went on 
one session that year.l59 
The National Education Association had its 1903 meeting 
in Boston. Eaton reported that nearly 20,000 teachers visited 
Concord and that the three livery stables were worked to 
capacity.l60 
Summarizing the preparation of his teachers, Eaton stated 
that all ten High School teachers were educated at colleges; 
of the twelve Emerson teachers, seven were educated at nor-
mal schools and five in the Concord schools; at West Concord 
all eight were educated at normal school or college. Eaton 
also reported that until 1879 Concord High School graduatea 
were often hired to teach. 161 
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Eaton's salary cl~ to $2300 as Principal and $700 additiona 
for his work as Superintendent. 
Tuition pupils returned $5300 compared to about $14,000 
required to run the High School. 
Miss Noyes, Emerson Vice Principa~ took Miss Legate• a 
place during the school year 1904-05, when the latter was 
granted a year's leave of absence. 162 
With Augustus Kt>ck as Superintendent of Athletics, the 
Committee reported that " •••• the much advertised game ot 1"oot-
J 
ball has caused us no trouble nor alarm as it has been played 
and managed this year."163 
Closets in the High School were fitted up tor about 
6000 textbooks in use there. An accurate card catalogue was 
kept. A new library room was well lighted and equipped. 
The School Committee in recognition of Eaton's thirtieth 
year of service, named the Assembly Hall at the High School 
ttEaton Hall." 
Eaton had pleasant reminiscences as he reviewed the 
highlights of his past thirty years. He summarizedl 
When in 1875, the writer with the experience and the 
enthusiasms of early manhood, came here to continue his 
life work, he found a school Lffigh Schoo!( of thirty-
four pupils and two teacher& Up to that year there had 
been no established course of study and no class had been 
graduated. From that day to this the school has steadily 
and consistently grown, not only in numbers, but also in 
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efficiency. This year the community, with a population 
only fifty per cent greater than in 1875, has sent to 
the High School 215 pupils, and, in addition, has ad-
mitted to its privileges 120 tuition paying pupils from 
neighboring to-.na. EleYeft ~·~ar and three special 
teachers are required by the school. The general equip-
ment of the school has been constantly improved ~r the 
service of the pupils. 164 
Then, almost wistfully, the kind, gentle, man, still in 
his middle f~ft~es, . ~nded his last faithful report to the 
School Committee with these words: 
In bringing to a close this report already too 
long, I desire to thank the School Commdttees of Concord, 
past and present, for their cordial cooperation and their 
kindly indulgence through all these years. Whether my 
service .here continues for a longer or a shorter period, 
it is now evident .that when it terminates, my life work 
as a teacher will also end. 165 
That fall the town mourned its beloved leader who had 
skillfully piloted its schools so far. Mr. Eaton died in-
stantly on Saturday, November 17, 1906. He had attended the 
Harvard-Dartmouth football game in Bosmn, with his youngest 
son, and not feeling well, he left early. Arriving at Con-
cord by train be was half way home with his son when he fell, 
166 
never to rise again--tile victim of a heart attack. 
Not only was Eaton respec t ed and admired for his leader-
ship, he was genuinely loved by all who knew him. The Concord 
High School publication, "The Voice," said of him: 
More than two thousand boys and girls have been 
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guided, restrained, instructed, and helped by Mr. Eaton 
since he came here. He has won their affection and loy-
alty. They saw how human and kind he was: they did not 
fear him; but he was always master. One of our citizens 
said, 'My father died when I was very young, and only 
when I came to the High School did I begin to feel what 
a father could be to a growing boy.• 167 
Another Thirty Years of Progress 
Eaton had, the same fall that he died, chosen a man as 
sub-master at the High School whom he felt could hold that 
school to a high standard when he himself was busy with ad-
ministrative duties as Superintendent. That wise selection 
was Wells A. Hall. 
The School Committee held an emergency meeting the day 
of Eaton's death and chose Hall as Acting Principal. Two 
months later he was also appointed acting Superintendent. Hal 
proved his worth in a very short time and was elected to the 
dual office the next year. 168 
Upon Hall's advice the Committee raised teachers• sa-
laries, to prevent other towns from enticing Concord's excel-
lent staff elsewhere. Even then, none of the grammar school 
teachers received more than $600. 
In compliance with laws enacted in 1905, the School 
Committee appointed Dr. Henry J. Walcott as school physician. 
Mr. Edward A. Damon was chosen that fall as West Concord 
Principal to succeed Mr. Libbey, who went to the Cambridge 
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schools. After a year Damon left for North Andover and Mr. 
Fred Tapley was selected to fill the vacancy. 169 Mr. Warren 
B. Goddard, active and popular about the town, was Hall's 
choice as High School Vice Principal and Supervisor o£ Athle-
tics. 
Another teacher was added to the High School to better 
distribute the teaching load. 
Hall, demanding quality rather than quantity set about 
his work vigorously. A power lathe was needed at the Manual 
Training School; the point system needed revision at the High 
School; and standards had to be raised. 170 
A portrait o£ William L. Eaton was presented to the High 
School by the Alumni. This portrait still adorns the walls 
of the High School. 
The school buildings were equipped with fire extinguisher , 
and doors which previously had opened inward, were changed. 
Fire drills were given at definite intervals to oomply with 
State regulations. 
Although the merit system o£ salaries was becoming a 
popular subject among educators, Hall said, "I believe the 
fUture will see a successful merit system of salaries £or 
teachers. I do not yet believe the time is ripe tor its in-
troduction." 
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The Adaline system ot readers was introduced to the lower 
grades. 
Hall wanted a broader choice of subjects for the first 
two secondary years. Half-year courses were needed to prevent 
the child from wasting a whole year. A course in domestic 
science ought to be given all girls who did not go to college. 
"Train the child to enjoy life1 " said Hall, "and to do the 
work of life." Several times a year Hall invited men ot va-
rious walks of life to speak to the pupils of their various 
occupations, setting forth the necessary qualifications, ad-
vantages, and disadvantages. These talks were enthusiastieall 
receive~ although such an occasion was not called "Career Day, 
as it is now known at the High School, the idea is the same. 
Electric lights were installed at the Emerson and Ripley 
Schools during the winter ot 1908. 
Dr. Walcott closed for a week one room at both Emerson 
and West Concord Schools When oases of scarlet fever developed 
He advised immediate hygienic drinking fountains in each of 
the bui ldings, " •••• as the present system of the common 
drinking cup is not only filthy but absolutely dangerous to 
health. "171 
About one-eighth of some two hundred taking Manual Train-
ing were girls. Only two girls, however, from the High School 
were listed at this time. 
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Athletic~ were at a low ebb, Hall announced, ostensibly 
because o£ financial reasons. Concord did not have admission 
revenues as did other schools. 
By 1910 the school appropriation had risen to $331 303 
and the total teaching staff to thirty-eight, which included 
five men. The Committee felt the accommodations were greatly 
outgrown at the Centre. The number of pupils to each room, 
they pointed out, was fifty-two at Emerson-Ripley. The situa-
tion called for new buildings. 
Public meetings were held in Eaton Hall during which 
leaders in the field discussed the case for a Commercial Coura 
at the High School. 
Mr. Archibald resigned as music instructor, after having 
had brilliant succea~ with choral groups for twelve years. 
Miss Mary Nagle handed in her resignation, after aixteen years 
as a first-grade teacher in West Concord. The salary of ten 
dollars a week for the whole year was insufficient. Hall 
immediately requested maximums raised to $650 at the grammar 
schools, and $900 at the High School, for all women teachera.l 2 
Among other requests made of the town, the School Commit-
tee wanted Domestic Arts and Agriculture taught at the High 
lehool; ,and a new grammar sehool constructed on the Ripley 
site. They also called attention to the growing interest in 
garden work. Over ninety children had prepared, planted, and 
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cultivated little gardens at home, and had exhibited some fine 
vegetables at the Town Hall. Mr. Goddard had observed the 
gardens several times during the summer and counseled the 
youngsters under direction of the Home Garden Association. 
Miss Ella Whiting died after having been the sewing tea-
cher for fifteen years. Mr. Rowland H. Watts succeeded Mr. 
Tapley at West Concord when the latter went elsewhere at a 
higher salary. 
Hall, after visiting both Batavia, New York, and Westerl7J 
Rhode Island, to see the "Batavia System" in operation, recom-
mended it in 1910 for the Concord schools. Under this system 
individual help was given the slower children during a part 
of the recitation period. The teacher was supposed to "help 
the pupil help himself." 
Enrollment made necessary the use of Eaton Hall as a 
study hall. Seats and lights, Hall said, were inadequate for 
this. 
The practice of sending tirst year failures back to 
grammar school was stopped by Hall. The Batavia System anould 
rectify this. 173 
New sChools throughout the state were viewed by a Special 
Committee appointed at the 1911 Town Meeting, in compliance 
with recommendations of the School Committee. They held 
fitteen four-hour meetings during which they viewed plana and 
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sought the advice of experts. In addition to building accom-
modations, the Special Committee was requested to report on 
school appropriations and additional courses of instruction. 
Their condensed reports follow: 
Building Accommodation! 
Recommended new grammar school at the Centre ot brick 
construction and eight classrooms. Site to be on East side 
of Stow Street, two acres of land to be obtained at once and 
another halt-acre later. Sum of $60,000 recommended. The 
cost ot past school buildings had been cut too much and none 
had been of lasting satisfaction. The name of the buildirg 
they suggested, 
••••• be called 'The Peter B-11 .1 keley_ School' in honor of 
that strong public-spirited scholar and pastor who in 
1635 led his flock from Odell in England across the great 
Atlantic and through the wilderness from Watertown to 
found here by the Musketaquid, the Town of Concord, and 
to freely give to the new settlement his fortune and his 
life. 
On the School Appropriations 
••••• We find that the School Committee has been 
conservative in asking for school appropriations •••• We 
must expect to pay higher salaries ••••• Larger appropria-
tions are caused not by easy going_methoda on the part 
ot the Committee LSchool Oommitte!(, but by constantly 
increasing demands of the community. 
On Additional Courses of Instruction 
Agriculture, Domestic Science, and Commercial subjects 
should be introduced in 1912. 
Pro~nent citizens on the Special Committee were Edward 
Emerson, Russell Robb, and Fred Eaton. As a result of the 
'79 
Special Committee's work, the town at the June Town Meeting 
named a Building Committee consisting of Prescott Keys, Thomas 
Hollis, and Murray Ballou, to proceed with the building plan 
as recommended by the Special Committee. Sixty thousand dol-
lars was appropriated.l74 
At the same June meeting the town voted $4,000 to pur-
chase from Harvey Wheeler about eleven acres of land across 
the Fitchburg railroad track for a public playground. 175 
The Commercial Course was introduced to the High School 
the fall of 1911. Typing, however, was not offered until the 
junior or senior year. Agriculture, the School Committee felt 
H •••• could best be imparted for a year or two at least, throug~ 
the continued cooperation of the Home Garden Association which 
has already done such fine work with the children." Domestic 
Science was introduced under the direction of the sewing 
teacher. 
Dr. Emerson's resignation from the School Comndttee was 
accepted with regret. Since 1875 when he became Superinten-
dent, he had labored on many committees and had done much ex-
cellent work tor the schools. 
Miss Nellie F. Worthy, who bad taught Concord "little 
folk" since 1892, died from the snook of her father's death. 
The general contract for the building of the school was 
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awarded to R. D. Donaldson of Lincoln, at a figure of $45,800. 
The school was not completed in June as stipulated, but the 
contractor was released from the forfeiture clause 11due to 
appreciation of his efforts to do a good job." In grading 
the yard 2,326 loads of sand, 340 loads of gravel, and 12 
carloads of broken stone were used. Hall himself supervised 
this ta~k. 
The building was ready for September occupancy, 1912, 
although all the desks and chairs had not been placed in the 
school until the "last minute" when the Building Committee 
had to alter its previous plans due to the inability of a 
certain company to fUlfill its contract. 
Among other highlights, the building contained a vacuum 
cleaner system piped to all the rooms and halls, safety treads 
on the stairs, supply closets and cloakrooms for each room, 
basement playrooms, sinks in each playzoom with hot and cold 
water, separate lavatories, new ventilation system, indi~ect 
heat radiation supplied by steam, an inter-room telephone 
system, teacher~ rooms, electirc program clock, and a princi-
pal's office. 
The Ripley building was given up for grade classroom use. 
An upper room was used, however, for garden groups. 
Miss Maud F. Findeisen, Assistant Principal at Peter 
Bu.Tkeley, assisted Mr. Goddard in visiting the pupils' gar-
dens . Many had been assigned central plots on land made 
available by Dr. Emerson. The pupils were required to keep 
·-
a notebook. They were able to purchase •eeds for a cent a 
package. The culmination of the work was the autumn exhibi-
tion, ever growing in proportion and quality. Prizes of money 
were awarded. Miss Findeisen recalls with pleasure her bicycl 
trips about the countryside in this work. 
Hall realized the value of agriculture in Concord. He 
cited the good soil, the near markets, and access to them by 
railroad, trolley, and truck. He also advised the Committee 
that the State returned two-thirds of an instructor's salary. 1 6 
The Commercial Course proved very popular with Mr. Wallac 
Crouthamel in charge, assisted by Miss Agnes Clancey. One 
hundred fifteen took the course during 1911-12. Nearly a 
third that number took the Domestic Science Course, taught by 
Miss Blanche Starratt. The Committee was loud in its praise 
of the culinary efforts of the class after it served them a 
five-course dinner in January. The Emerson building housed 
a modern kitchen as well as two commercial rooms on the upper 
floor. 
Many Concord readers will probably recall the "office 
appointments" made when their conduct was unsatisfactory. 
These usually resulted in an hour of extra study after school. 
At the new Peter Bulkeley School eight rooms housed eight 
grades with each teacher having forty-two pupils. Five rooms 
at Emerson housed the sub-primary classes and mixed first 
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and second grades and similar succeeding groups up through 
the eighth grade. These classes were called "opportunity 
classes." They consisted of never more than thirty pupils, 
all of whom were given considerable individual help from the 
teacher. The pupils were promoted by subject after help 
which r anged from " •••• a few days, to several weeks." Hall 
reported that, ''When the pupil gets to the place where the 
teacher of the next higher grade can reach down, as it were, 
and get hold of him, he is sent on, and by individual help 
brought up to the grade. 11177 
Although marching in by drum continued at the Bulkeley 
School, it was abandoned at West Concord 11as a step in self 
direction," Hall said. 
Saturday, November 16, 1912, was a school day in Concord, 
for "Open House" was held for the town folk who visited schoo] 
to watch the pupils demonstrate work in shop, commercial sub-
jects, and cooking. 
Hall employed a modern technique in a follow-up procedur 
used to better adapt the High School Courses to the needs ot 
the pupils. Questionnaires were sent to all High School 
graduates of the previous five years. A large number responde 
and this information was used to remap and revise the courses 
as necessary-. 
Evening School was again established upon petition. 
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Each enrollee paid a seventy-five cent fee toward its expense. 
Mr. Hjalmar Berger or Lincoln was the instructor.l78 
The long awaited Agriculture Course was made available 
the fall of 1913 with Mr. Albert Doolittle in charge of it. 
The upper floor of the Ripley School was used for this pur-
pose. 
Vocational courses proved so popular that the High School 
.enrollment increased from less than 300 in 1912 to 411 in 1914 
Tuition had been raised from fifty-five to seventy dollars. 
These fees during the past year amounted to $111 377.50. The 
High School beeame ao ero•ded that Bedrcrd and Lincoln were 
notified that Concord High could not accommodate any more of 
their first year pupils. 179 Post-graduates returning for the 
new courses also helped to swell the enrollment. 
The Principals began about this time to have assistants 
do most of their teaching, thus freeing them for more super-
vision. 
the Playground Committee was authorized in April of 1913 
to purchase a 7.65 acre lot from the George Everett heirs. 
This p~rchase nearly tripled the size or the playground. The 
town started hiring summer supervision which has since con-
tinued. Athletics, games, and handicraft constituted the 
bulk of the program. 180 
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Teacher supervision at recess was started in 1914. 
Any teacher entering service after July 1914, was re-
quired to join the Massachusetts Teachers' Retirement Associa-
tion. The proceeds o£ their contributions, determined by 
their salary, helped to purchase an annuity. 
An article in the warrant calling for the number of 
School Committee members to be diminlshed was "postponed in-
definitely." 
Miss Harriet P. Rood resigned after thirty-five years of 
teaching in the High School. The School Committee, before 
accepting her resignation, voted her a half-year leave of 
absence with pay. 
The Domestic Arts department utilized two upstairs rooms 
at 15 Hubbard Street, and also had use of the lower rooms. 
Three teachers had sub-let the house and consented to its use 
for the dressmaking class. 
To permit the entire use of the upper story of the Emer-
son School for High School use, the mixed seventh and eighth 
grade class was moved downstairs and the sub-primary class 
was moved to the Ripley School, downstairs. 
An extra instructor, Mr. Lawrence Bevan, was added to 
care for the large agriculture class. Many meetings were 
held at farms with demonstrations given. An evening school 
on poultry was conducted £or a week in March. A car was 
purchased from donations of towns whose pupils were enrolled 
in the agriculture course to permit the instructor to visit 
projects of the boys. It was a ninety-mile route, he reported 
which took him to see projects in Bedford, Carlisle, West 
Acton, South Acton, Sudbury, North Lincoln, South Lincoln, 
and Concord. 
There was considerable talk of a school union to include 
Acton and Concord, but Hall felt that such an arraggement 
would be only of a temporary nature. 181 
The dual office of Superintendent and High School Prin-
cipal became too much for Hall, and at his request Goddard 
was elevated to the latter position in 1916. 
Charles H. Beek became the new West Concord Principal, 
succeeding Rowland Watt. 
Hall pointed with pride to Concord's graduates in col-
lege. In the last ten years only two had failed after enter-
ing. 
A course in civics was revised to include study of actua 
procedures in Concord, Middlesex County, and state and nation 
affairs. 
The use of a central heating plant (Concord's Ce.ntre 
schools are all located on Stow Street) was considered by 
Hall. Ever alert to new suggestions and practices, he weighe 
each carefully in light of its effect on the existing local 
situation. He refused many lucrative business offers to re-
main in the town and work he loved. 
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Weekly instruction in physical education commenced in 
October 1915, under the supervision of the Boston School of 
Physical Education. The program was soon under way in the 
lower grades with Hilda Winslow of the above school in charge. 
Hall made arrangements for use of the new armo~y for one hun-
dred dollars a year. Graduation was held in the armory the 
first time in 1915. 
Ellen Emerson was ag~in on the School Committee, this 
time (1915-16) as its secretary. 
A Town Meeting in May 1916, voted $35,000 for a new 
school building for use of the vocational courses. It was 
also voted to name it the "Simon Willard School." At a suc-
ceeding November meeting the building, already started, was 
postponed because of price advances. It was also voted, in 
accordance with School Committee recommendations, to build a 
new school at Concord Junction (West Concord), and to locate 
it on the land adjoining the West Concord School. The town 
voted to appropriate $55,000 for this purpose. Land was to 
be taken from Albert F. Conant and others.l82 
During the summer of 1917 the library turned over to the 
School Committee the old building that had been the Concord 
High School of 1865 1 but more lately in use as an annex to 
the library. The building was moved to the grounds at the 
Mechanic Arts Shop and became an addition to it. 
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At a Special Town Meeting April 4, 1917, an additional 
appropriation was asked for the new West Concord school. Due 
to rising costs brought on by the war and a clock tower the 
Committee wanted, $17,000 additional was appropriated. T.he 
town disregarded a minority report against the clock tower and 
white enameled partitions in the basement.l83 
The School Committee reported in December that due t o 
labor shortage and other conditions brought on by the wa~, 
the West Concord building was not completed on the October 
deadline. The delay was unavoidable and work was progressing 
slowly but steadily. 
The School Committee in 1917 abolished the standing 
sub-committees. The committee would work as one team. 
Hall, impressed by the large number of military personnel 
rejected for physical reasons, set out to enlarge facilities. 
Part-time services of the Red Cross nurse were secured. Cases 
excluded by Dr. Walcott were followed up by the nurse with 
advice to parents. Three local dentists donated their ser-
vices in examining the pupils' teeth. 184 
The new school was completed early in 1918. At the 
Town Meeting in March, it was voted that the new school house 
at Concord Junction be called "Harvey Wheeler School." Harvey 
Wheeler had died about three months before. For many years 
he had operated a harness factory in West Concord. At a 
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later meeting in June, $5,000 was appropriated for equipment 
at the new school. 
In 1918 the resignation of Ed McKinna was regretfully 
received. He had faithfully driven a barge for twenty-six 
years. McKenna is still living, having recently passed his 
ninety-second birthday. The Committee announced that George 
Clark would take McKenna's place and furthermore would trans-
port the children by t'ruck. 11 If this method works out satis-
factory," they said, 11 it may mean motorizing the whole system ~85 
The teacher shortage was felt, and to retain them a 
hundred dollar increase was granted. Earl Peckham was the 
first teacher to be taken by the draft. 
As the war continued and supplies diminished, it was 
suggested that the schools close for the winter. Scudder 
ably states: 
But Superintendent Hall objected. 'There is every 
reason to believe that one of the greatest struggles in 
the world's history will come in the reconstruction 
period. It is the inalienable right of every boy and 
girl to be prepared as well as possible for his part in 
it. Until club houses have shut their doors; until 
theaters and movies have curtailed their activities; 
even until churches have learned to combine and consume 
less fuel, the schools must not be touched. All that 
schooling can give to strengthen the intellectual, moral 
and industrial fiber of our people will be needed in the 
coming period of trial.' The townsfolk heeded. 186 
An hour was added to the High School schedule for the 
purpose of "Supervised Study." 
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The Agriculture department did what it could to help the 
community during the crisis. Arrangements were made to sell 
fertilizers and sprays at cost; two potato planters and a 
Ford tractor obtained by the school were rented; and children 
were excused from school to help harvest crops.l87 
A portable building in use at West Concord before the 
new school was completed was moved to the rear of the Ripley 
School and after showers were installed, served as the 11Field 
House" for High School athletes. 
The influenza epidemic struck Concord in 1918 and closed 
the schools for four weeks. Two of the weeks were regained 
by shortening the Christmas and spring vacations. 188 
Ellen T. Emerson, after a period of Red Cross work in 
Europe, returned from her leave of absence to continue on 
the School Committee until 1920, when she resigned and moved 
away from Concord to her sister's home. 
Both Superintendent Hall and Principal Goddard served 
six weeks of active service with the State Guard during the 
Police Strike of 1919.189 
Mrs. Harvey Wheeler presented the town wi~ a flagpole 
for the school named for her husband. Before she died in 19 
she gave the school a pair of pedestal lamps for the main 
entrance to the building. 
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Due to other field&opening for women1 not so many were 
entering the teaching profession. "A teacher shortage 1 11 
Hall said, "means a shortage of efficient teachers." A peti-
tion by the teachers for a two hundred dollar increase was 
approved by the Committee and voted by the town. 
Mr. Hudspeth returned from two years in Honolulu to 
his position as head of the science department and director 
of music. He was an extremely talented man in many field~. 
During June 1950 a whole series of his paintings~ many of 
them miniatures 1 were on exhibit at the Concord Public Lib-
rary through the courtesy of his widow. 
An extra doctor was added to help with the physical 
examinations. 
The agriculture course was discontinued the fall of 
1920 due to limited numbers pursuing the course. 190 
In 1921 Miss Elizabeth M. Brown retired after twenty-
four years of teaching. 
Two extra teachers were added at the High School. 
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Hall told the Committee: 
None on the list of proven value of 'progressive 
education' is missing in our schools ••• We have for 
some years realized that education is not a process of 
teaching a variety of subjects which may be of ~lue to 
young people, but rather a process of teaching young 
people how to lead successful lives; and that in this 
process the subjects taught are only means to an end. 
If our schools can teach the young people to form right 
habits, to evaluate the things of life as they meet 
to know how to meet situations successfully, how to c 
responsibilities, to be industrious, to have good man-
ners, and to be honorable and patriotic, they will have 
accomplished all that can be reasonably expected of them 
The sub-primary was discontinued in 1922. 
To comply with state regulations, a man, Mr. Chester 
Delano, was chosen as Director of Physical Training for all 
pupils. 
Ten young elms and the same number of maples were set 
out about the playgrounds by school pupils May 14, 1923. 
Pupils were transported from the outlying districts 
during 1923 by barge, automobile, bus, and trolley cars. 
Several teaching changes occurred at the close of the 
school year in 1923. Miss Legate for thirty eight years 
teacher and principal, was succeeded by G. Winthrop Brainerd 
upon her retirement. Mr. Roger Holmes was selected the 
successor of Mr. Charles Beak as Harvey Wheeler Principal 
after the latter went to Summit, New Jersey "at a considerab 
increase in salary." Mrs. Leslie D. Burgess was appointed 
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the fir s t full-time nurse o£ the schools.l92 
Increased enrollment in 1924 caused the High School 
to subdivide two large rooms, making £our smaller rooms. A 
portable building was constructed at the east side of the 
Peter Bulkeley School in anticipation of increased enrollment. 
The Committee started preparing the town for another building 
program. Various plans were suggested. The town thought 
them over. 
In the meantime police protection was provided school 
children at Hubbard and Stow Streets at the request o£ the 
Committee. West Concord requested similar protection at the 
intersection of Main, Church, and Pine Streets. 
Kiss M. Louise Everett retired a£ter £orty-two years 
o£ teaching service. Superintendent Hall announced nineteen 
new teachers of a teaching staff of fifty-two. 
By excluding tuition pupils, Hall pointed out that per 
capita costs would rise from $125 to $158. Even then, the 
High School housing problem would not be solved, he explained 
as he published a letter from the State Supervisor of Educa-
tion in which the latter cited Concord's need for a new High 
School. A gymnasium was badly needed, too, Hall declared, 
if health standards were to be: .raised. 
Hall decried the practice of the paying of some coaches 
in other towns more salary than the High School Principal. 
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He felt there was a danger in lending too much emphasis to 
athletics.l93 
Mr. James 0 1Halloran of the Commercial department died 
during the Christmas vacation of 1924. Mr. Philip Flynn suc-
ceeded Principal Brainerd at the Peter Bulkeley School. 
The entire curriculum was revised by the teachers who 
met voluntarily after school for this purpose. 
Hall announced the use of standardized tests. Among 
those given were the National Intelligence Tests, the Stan-
ford Achievement, and the Haggerty Reading Tests. *'I.Q." and 
"A.Q. 11 were explained to the Committee. 
Acton completed its new High School in 1925 and one 
hundred tuition pupils were lost to Concord. Two teachers 
were dropped from the High School faculty. 
The Emerson family who had originally started the presen 
playground at the Centre with their donation of four acres 
also figured in its completion when Dr. Edward Waldo Emerson, 
former Concord Superintendent of Schoo~s, School Committee 
member for many years, and town benefactor in sundry capaci-
ties, "completed the rectangle" of the playground with anothe 
gift of about four acres of land in 1925. The two gifts of 
the great Emerson family, long the pride of Concord, were 
thirty-eight years apart. The sixteen acre playground (About 
eight acres were purchased from the George Everett heirs in 
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1913) was officially named the Emerson Playground by vote of 
a grateful 1925 Town Meeting. The Emerson Playground sits 
almost in the midst of the Centre schools and is used about 
every day in the year. One educator has said that the value 
of it to the schools is beyond estimate. 
At the same Town Meeting it was voted to name the eleven 
acre playground at West Concord (purchased from Harvey Whee 
for $4,000 in 1911) the Percy A. Rideout Playground. 
a former town favorite, was killed in World War I. 
Principal Goddard retired at the High School. Mr. 
F. Goodwin took his position. Leonard T. Hooper became the 
new Harvey Wheeler Principal. 
The cost of instruction during 1925 was 63.5 per cent of 
the appropriation.l94 
Salaries of Concord women teachers in the grades a 
$1395 for 1926 which was twenty-seventh from the top for 
wide averages. Concord High women teachers were tenth in 
the state with their $1772. The High School men teachers ran 
twenty-six with $2600. Grade Principals were paid $2400, and 
the High Principal $300o. 195 
The highlight of 1927 was the completion of a Concord 
Public Schools survey conducted during 1926 by the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. Results of the survey had 
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shown that Concord Pub lie s·chools were nearly fourteen per 
cent below the standard of average schools throughout the 
country, according to standardized test results. 196 
Hall was quick to point out that Concord had for the 
most part previously used comprenensive achievement tests, 
" •••• the results of which have shown no evidence of shortcom-
ing such as indicated by the diagnostic tests given in the 
recent survey. 11 Then he went on to summarize: 
We of the teaching and supervisory staff accept the 
survey report as a challenge to our professional ability. 
We believe it indicates defects that we can and must 
remedy and that it points the way of improvement. We 
believe also that it is not a complete measure of what 
the scaoo1a ar& d0~ ror the children of Concord, for 
96 
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it has not reported on habits formed, attitudes developed, 
I 
or ideals and principles established. These three are 
accepted by many as the crowning achievement of any 
school system; however they are not subject to any mea-
suring device yet discovered. 197 
Another result of the survey showed that many needs of 
Concord, made a new High School vital to their improvement. 
Revised courses of study were mimeographed and circulatec. 
Two new Supervising Principals were appointed: Bradford 
M. Kingman to the Peter Bulkeley .and Harold D. Chittim at 
Harvey Wheeler. 
Pupils were assisted in choosing proper courses in accor 
dance with their ability and achievement as the High School 
endeavored to provide educational guidance. 198 
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Concord appropriated $5,400 for a football and track 
field to be constructed on Emerson Playground. The course of 
a brook which ran through the playground had to be changed, 
and a drainage system provided. 
As Concord adopted a Testing and Measuring Program, an 
extra teacher was needed. Hall secured a series of eight 
lessons in "Methods and Values of Testing and Measuring," 
which was open to all Concord teachers and was completed be-
fore the Christmas vacation. 
That the teachers and pupils worked hard to achieve re-
sults in two years in shown by a comparison of the 1926 and 
1928 results: 
Tests Given Below High School 
Chapman Unspeeded Reading Test 
Wilson Language Error Test 
Burgess Reading Test (Picture) 
Peet-Dearborn Arithmetic Test 
1926 
-15.0% 
-18.0 
+ 5.3 
- 7.1 
Tests Given in High School 
Chapman Unspeeded Reading Test 
Wilson Language Error Test 
Cross English Sentence Test 
Henmon English Sentence Test 
-15.0% 
-15.0% 
+ 2.0 
· -14.0 
1928 
+ 2.6% 
- 1.2 
+23.0 
+ 3.1 
- 2.1% 
2.1% 
+ 2.0 
- 9.0 
- indicates below the standard 
+ indicates above the standard 
~ 
17.6% 
16.8 
17.7 
10.2 
12.9% 
12.9 
5.0 
Other new tests in Latin, French, Algebra, and Physics, 
all showed results from one to nearly thirteen per cent 
above standard. 199 
199 ~· ill· 
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The town embarked on a building program when in accordanc 
with a vote of a Special Town Meeting May 27, 1929, contracts 
were awarded and construction began. Dacey and Tebbets were 
awarded both general contracts; the new High School to cost 
about $240,000 and the Peter Bulkeley School about $64,000. 
The site selected for the High School was the land be-
tween Emerson School and the old High School. It was neces-
sary to acquire about 10,000 square feet of land in two lots 
which the town took by purchase. Superior courts upheld the 
town when one of the owners objected to the purchase. It 
was necessary to move the Manual Training buildings. One of 
the buildings was sold for $300. (That building is now part 
of the Marabella home on .Cambridge Turnpike.) The manual 
training equipment was moved and installed in the Emerson 
Schoo1. 200 
The Peter Bulkeley addition was completed and occupied 
on schedule, November 10, 1929. The classes which had been 
housed at the Emerson and Ripley Schools were finally housed 
under one roof at the Peter Bulkeley. 
The outdoor facilities for physical education and athle-
tics were a source of. pride to the town, but the indoor re.-
sources were very meagre. The High School used the Armory 
and the grammar schools had classes in whatever space they 
could find in their own buildings. 
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William H. Hunt, former School Committee member who died 
in 1926, had long noted Concord's need for a gymnasium. He 
left the town $25,000 ~or the purpose of promoting the physi-
cal culture of school children by the erection of a gymnasium 
or otherwise. 11 
The Trustees of Town Donations announced that the Anna 
M. Holland Funds were assisting eight Concord High graduates 
to continue their education at colleges in New England during 
1929. 
Visual education slides and lanterns were much in use 
in 1929 when Hall recommended the purchase of a projector for 
motion pictures.201 
Concord's new High School opened in September 1930. Fea-
tures of it were a large auditorium, cafeteria, and library. 
It was almost entirely fireproof and of brick construction, 
and Hall said that fire hazard was "practically nil. 11 
Loam was stripped from the town lot directly opposite 
the Emerson $chool and used to grade the Emerson yard. Ashes 
and gravel then helped to make the lot a convenient parking 
lot for the High School. 
Mr. Hall regretted the resignation of George H. Colburn 
after twenty-five years as the head of the Mechanic Arts 
Shop. "None but the best was acceptable," commented Hall, 
201 ~· ill· 
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on the type of work required by Colburn.2°2 
An audiometer purchased by private subscription was pre-
sented the schools. 
Elementary men teachers for the first time were employed 
in Concord as John B. Hendershot was selected to teach at 
Harvey Wheeler School and take charge of boys' athletics there 
in 1930. 
Wells A. Hall was given a public reception on his comple-
tion of a quarter century as head of the Concord schools. 203 
The death of Mr. David Mason marked the close of nearly 
forty-two years of service tor the schools. Mr. Mason had 
transported children from the Barrett's Mill and Strawberry 
Hill sections. 
Evening schools had continued for eight years steadily, 
and by its help many had been able to achieve citizenship. 204 
Miss Lucie Welch retired at the Peter Bulkeley School 
after having taught for twenty-eight years. 
On petition it was voted to establish a sub-primary at 
both ends of the town, this against the recommendations of 
the Finance Committee. The portable building, adjacent to 
the Peter Bulkeley and heated by it, was opened to accommodate 
the Centre youngsters.205 
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The depression had postponed the building of the gymna-
sium with the Hunt gift. The town did not . feel it could af-
ford to maintain it. Some $5,000 was pared from the 1933 
budget, but teachers• salaries remained intact after vociferou1 
pleas from the Superintendent and the School Committee.206 
The appropriations for the schools reflect somewhat the times: 
1931 - $182,612.80 
1932 - 176,970.09 
1933 - 163,000.00 
(Excluding amounts borrow·ed 
and including overdrafts.) 
Evening school continued but with volunteered instruction 
Hall reported that thirty interesting and valuable courses 
had been attended by 454 persons. 
Standardized tests showed Concord schools from five to 
fifteen per cent above the norms. 207 
Dr. Anna c. Wellington came from the State Department of 
Education to study the needs of the bright children and the 
difficulties of the slow children in an effort to adapt a 
program suitable to their needs. 
Hall had his problem in evaluation in 1933 just as many 
have in 1950: 
_Qf 
/0/ 
We must some day find a better way of classifying 
pupils than by the 'point system.' We must learn how 
to evaluate the pupil8 growth in knowledge, skill, and 
ideals, in reasoning power, in ability to plan, in capa-
city to solve problems, in purposive living, and in achie e-
ment of the fundamentals of high grade personality. 208 
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The High School, built to accommodate 400, was housing 
481. It became necessary to use the auditorium for a study 
hall. 
Hall warned against exc~ssive cutting of costs: 
The paramount duty of the schools of any community 
is bigger than a matter of dollars and cents; it is a 
matter of the lives and happiness, the success and con-
tentment of its future citizens. 209 
The teachers contributed 5 per cent of their 1932 salary 
and 10 per cent of their 19D3 salary for public welfare in 
a successful effort to stave ott salary cuts. 
In 1934 motion pictures were in common use in the schools 
principally in the social studies. 
Milton Paine became Principal of Harvey Wheeler when 
Mr. Chittim resigned to become Superintendent in Marion. 
Superintendent Hall undoubtedly received unanimous 
approbation ~f the High School pupils when he decreed there 
would be no more home work. A longer school day provided 
210 
study time at High School. 
In 1935 High School pupils living over a mile from school 
were provided with tree transportation for the first time. 
Bus contracts had expired the previous summer and by securing 
larger buses and adopting a new system of stops, the extra 
service was provided, and the town saved $1000 over previous 
transportation costs. 
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During the same year Concord High won a one-act play con-
test in competition with larger suburban towns.211 
Four classrooms in the old High School were opened and 
one teacher was added to relieve enrollment pressure. These 
rooms were heated underground from the adjacent High School 
as was the Emerson School. 
The Gymnasium Building Commi ttee obtained a Federal grant 
nearly matching the Hunt fUnd, and the Ripley School, having 
served the schools for many purposes, was demolished, as wae 
the Field House, to make way for the new gymnasium. The Hunt 
Gymnasium was completed in 1936 and put to use by all the 
schools. The town had not had to spend a cent in ita con-
struction. The schools furnished towels from that day on, but 
soap was not allowed because of the danger of slippery floors. 
The School Committee sponsored a testimonial dinner in 
October 1936 and awarded "diplomas" to those who had completed 
twenty-five years of service. Receiving diplomas were Sarah 
Loomis, Lillian Wier, Agnes Clancey, Mary Garvey, M. Elizabeth 
McKenna, Minna and Maud Findeisen, Emma Clahane, Margaret 
Fallon, and Mr. Ha11. 212 Miss Clahane died the next spring. 
Morton R. Seavey became Principal of the Peter Bulkeley 
School upon Merrill's appointment to the Westfield Teachers 
College faculty. 
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The surfacing of the Emerson Playground was completed 
in 1937 when the corner of Everett and Thoreau Streets was 
graded and seeded, and two tennis courts were added. The cost 
of this $6400 program cost the town only $2156 because of 
Federal grants. 
The School Committee was reduced from seven to five mem-
bers.213 
The town suffered a severe blow the next spring with the 
death of Wells A. Hall on April 5, 1938. The School Committee 
said of him: 
Mr. Hall grew and developed as our schools grew. 
His far-sightedness in anticipating growth and develop-
ments, his ability to meet and to administer new situa-
tions , his judgment in the selection of teachers, his 
leadership in educational matters, and his business 
acumen and judgment made him an outstanding figure in 
Massachusetts, not only as an educator but as aschool 
administrator. 214 
So ended an uninterrupted growth of Concord's Public 
Schools of over fifty years, during which only two Superin-
tendents served. Both Eaton and Hall died in the service of -
the town and schools each loved and served so well. 
A New Regime 
H. Paul Larrabee, Superintendent at Bridgewater, was se-
lected for the vacant position. 
Death claimed another of Concord's faithful when Miss 
213 Town Report 1937, pp. 94, ~· ~· 
214 Town Report 1938, PP• 110, ~· ~· 
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Margaret Murphy, teacher at Peter Bulkeley since 1926, died. 
At the High School Miss Agnes Clancy resigned, completing 
twenty-five years of service. 
The use of the old High School for classroom use was dis-
continued. Twenty-six pupils who had attended the ~ year 
from Burlington would henceforth attend their own new school. 
The new Superintendent also eaw the old building as a fire 
hazard, and deplored also the inconvenience of changing buil-
dings for classes. 
The High School graduated 108 in 1938 which saw its lar-
gest class to that date receive their diplomas. 215 
Larrabee announced the smallest change in the teaching 
force in twenty years with only two changes in a total staff 
of fifty-five. Mr. Martin Goodwin resigned as High School 
Principal but continued as a faculty member. Mr. Willis B. 
Gifford assumed the Principalship. John True took Miss 
Murphy's post at Peter Bulkeley, bringing t .he m·e n teachers 
up to two at that school. 
Miss Dennis, the school nurse, reported 1080 home visits, 
and 360 children treated at the dental clinic. 
Larrabee initiated something new in brevity of annual 
school reports to the Committee. In 1939 he included reports 
of the various principals. 
Seavey reported at the Peter Bulkeley some admirable 
215 ~· ill· 
standard test results. With test norms at 100, he announced 
Eulkeley results averaged 120 for all the grades in reading, 
and 116 and 118,respectively, for arithmetic and language, 
grades three to eight. He continued his report, explaining 
the excellent guidance program in the school. The program 
included occupational information and exploratory courses, 
which helped to reveal interests; testing to determine ability 
and achievement; and direct individual counseling to help the 
eighth grader in his choice of studies best adapted to his 
needs and abilities.216 
Milton K. Paine, Harvey Wheeler Principal, changed the 
grade arrangement, placing the upper grades in the West Con-
cord School and the lower grades in the newer Harvey Wheeler 
School. He reported his school had given the operetta ttTrea-
sure Island," with all work done by the pupils under faculty 
supervision. Paine also suggested a single session for the 
first grades, which freed the first grade teachers for reme-
dial reading work. 217 This plan was adopted. 
"One half of the teachers above the sixth grade should 
be men," Larrabee declared, as he announced the military had 
begun to draw on the men teachers. Mr. True and Mr. Hawkes 
had enlisted for active duty. Summarizing the faculty profes 
sional preparation, Larrabee said that of fifty-nine teachers 
forty-two had Bachelor degrees and twelve had Master's de-
216 Town Report 1939, pp. 105, ~· ~· 
217 L c. cit. 
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grees. 218 
J. Clifford Geer in 1941 became the new High School Prin-
cipal. Miss Sarah Loomis retired after thirty-three years as 
a High School teacher. Four more men teachers entered the 
service. 
First aid courses and a Victory Corps reflected the pupil~' 
interest in 1943 as the war continued. Eleven men teachers 
left the schools to enter the war. Mrs. William A. Rodday 
retired after nineteen years of teaching.219 
The School Committees of Lincoln and Concord organized 
and formed "School Union Number 90," in April 1943, with the 
approval of the State Department of Education. 
Many boys and girls left school, lured by opportunities 
I 
for high wages as the labor market dwindled. 
Courses at the High School were geared to war time needs. 
Radio code, electricity, auto mechanics, and aeronautics were 
offered. The school obtained an airplane for shop work from 
the Army Air Corps. Accelerated courses were adopted. 
Milton Paine enlisted in 1943 and was killed in action 
September 28, 1943. He had been Principal of Harvey Wheeler 
School for eighteen years. Leeman E. Haines succeeded him as 
Principal . Willard Smith became the new High School Principal 
Larrabee was proud of his 1943 budget of $158,309 compare 
218 Town Report 1940, pp. 106, ~· ~· 
219 Town Report 1943, pp. 103, ~· ~· 
to the 1942 budget of $159,045. 
With Federal aid the cafeteria served balanced meals to 
700 pupils which included 250 from the Peter Bulkel.ey. The 
cafeteria was doing a $17,000 annual business.220 
Eighteen graduates of the class of 1943 were inducted as 
the war came clos·er, and seventeen followed the next year. 
Teacher shortage made itself manifest most at the elemen-
tary level. 
The Concord-Lincoln Union was short-lived, for it was 
dissolved at Lincoln's request after Superintendent Larrabee's 
resignation in July 1945. 
The School Committee chose Ralph D. McLeary of sixty-five 
applicants for the Superintendency. Mr. McLeary resigned as 
.Superintendent of Schools in Barrington, Rhode Island, to 
accept the Concord post.221 
The new Superintendent quickly seized the opportunity to 
secure over $22,000 worth of industrial arts equipment through 
the government's war surplus disposal program. Concord's 
only cost in this windfall was for transportation and instal-
lation. 
McLeary established a faculty staff which he said waa 
•••• charged with the task of continually evaluating 
current practice and continually improving methods, tech-
niques , procedures, program and organization, through 
220 Loc. ill• 
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development and redevelopment of the overall scheme of 
education in the public schools of the community •••. The 
basic framework consists of coordinating Committees in 
the major fields of learning activites. 222 
Football was organized in the elementary schools. It 
paid off later with winning High School teams. 
Mr. Charles K. Yeremian, on a part-time basis took over 
music in the High School, and did instrumental work which 
reached into the elementary grades. A school band was orga-
nized. 
Many men tea~hers returned to their positions in Concord. 
Costs moved upward as a new salary schedule was put into 
effect. A teachers' petition for salary increases was granted 
The 1945 appropriation was $192, 903 compared to $209,014 for 
1946. 
McLeary's request for parents and citizens to assist in 
planning and developing a new school program was answered by 
the formation of cooperative study groups that included parent , 
citizens, teachers, and pupils. 
Yeremian became Director of Music in 1946 and the program 
was expanded. The Rotary· Club provided '$1200 for new band 
j _ 
tu1 
uniforms. Numerous musical instruments were purchased, borrow d 
and donated. 223 
The band performed joyously as the High School football 
team, under the capable direction of Coach Bernie Magin, back 
222 
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223 Town Report 1946, PP• 118, ~· ~· 
£rom Paci£ic war service with the Navy, amassed a total of 420 
points to its opponents' 12. With ten straight victories Con-
cord annexed the Class D State Championship. The year before 
the team had not won a game. The £ootball team continued its 
rampage, and four straight years ha s been undefeated. Megin 
instituted something new in having his fundamental plays and 
procedures taught to the elementary grades. 
Concord established a Middlesex Junior High Baseball 
League consisting of seven towns beside Concord. Concord 
elementary teams have taken the championship three out of four 
years of its existence. 
Community dentists cooperated in planning a dental pro-
gram. 
The Armory again supplemented the gymnasium neei s as the 
physical education program was stepped up. Many teacher re-
placements were also selected with an eye toward their coach-
ing as well as teaching ability. 
A guidance conference plan was adopted for the eighth 
graders during which parents, pupils and guidance directors 
from both elementary and secondary school all cooperatively 
mapped out a tentative four-year secondary program. 
A new cumulative record system was adopted for all school~. 
The Superintendent's office was moved to the second £loor 
of the old high school building. 
Among teachers retiring from service were Lillian ier, 
Josephine Boynton, Awilda Osgood, M. Elizabeth McKenna, 
11 0 
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W. Edward Lamb, and Martin Goodwin. Tom Flannagan retired 
as Peter Bulkeley custodian. He had lent dignity to his work, 
and had the respect and love of both pupils and teachers. 
As veterans continued to return to Concord, many of them 
to marry, the housing situation became acute. The Superin-
tendent appealed several times for living quarters for new 
Concord teachers.224 
A Special Town Plans Committee appointed at the 1946 Town 
Meeting was instructed to report on school recommendations. 
Mr. Harold Tompkins resigned as chairman of the School 
Committee after twenty-one years of . service. Considered by 
many as the outstanding poultry man in the United States, 
Tompkins found the pressure of his business too great to con- -
tinue on the Committee. Miss Mary Garvey hung up an unbroken 
record with her resignation after forty-five years of teach-
ing.225 A fitting testimonial was given her by many friends 
and ex-pupils. James V. McMullen succeeded Haines as Harvey 
Wheeler Principal when the latter accepted a more lucrative 
offer in Darien, Connecticut. 
A new much-needed cafeteria was installed at the Harvey 
Wheeler School. Government subsidation here, as at the High 
School, enabled children to purchase a hot, well balanced 
meal for fifteen cents. 226 
224 ~· ill· 
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Also installed at Harvey Wheeler School was dental appa-
ratus and equipment through the courtesy ot the Friendly Aid 
Society, who two years later, duplicated the gift at Peter 
Bulkeley School. 
The teachers asked for another increase of $400, which 
they were granted. More than eighty per cent of the budget 
was now going for instruction. A new single-salary schedule 
was adopted, which lay citizens and "experts" helped to con-
struct. Teachers' salaries ran from a minimum of $2000 to a 
maximum of $4400, with annual one hundred dollar increments 
based on in-training professional study. To facilitate the 
study, Harvard-Boston University Extension Courses were given 
for the second straight year in the Teachers• Workshop of the 
old high school building. Many teachers from neighboring 
towns took advantage_ of this offering. 
Mr. Kenneth Rollins and M. Virginia Biggy were employed 
to head up the Guidance and Remedial Reading Departments, 
respectively. 
A 11Career Day," which received support of the Rotary 
Club was instituted at the High School under Rollins' direc-
tion. Thought by many to be a new technique, it had been 
successfully employed by Hall as early as 1908. 
Dr. March's services as optometrist were secured tor the 
schools. 
At the 1948 Town Meeting the town rejected the plans 
of the School Committee and Special Town Plans Comrrdttee, 
which would construct a consolidated school on an Elm Street 
site to accommodate kindergarten through grade six for both 
ends of the town. 
In 1948 Radcliffe Morrill succeeded Willard Smith as 
Principal of Concord High School. A Harvard graduate, Morrill 
came to Concord from Wayland where he had been very successful 
By strange coincidence Mr. ·Morrill's mother had been Assistant 
Principal of Emerson School during 1902-03. Miss Helena Rad-
cliff'e, as she was then known, had been an 11ef'ficient and ex-
perienced teacher, 11 according to Eaton, who was then Superin-
tendent of Schools. 
To relieve pressure on grades one and two at the Centre, 
a basement room was opened at the Peter Bulkeley School, and 
an additional teacher maintained. Classes leaving the school 
numbered eighteen and twenty to a room, while entering primary 
and lower grade rooms nearly doubled that number. 227 
The dental clinic at Harvey ~neeler School proved a real 
need with thirty-one visits by Dr. Nahigian during which he 
inserted 233 fillings and performed 93 extractions. 
Under Miss Biggy's direction a summer reading clinic was 
conducted at Harvey Wheeler School. Tests given before and 
after the clinic revealed an average reading progress of seven 
school months. 
In summarizing some accomplishments of the music program, 
227 ~own Report 1948, pp. 98, et. ~· 
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McLeary said in part: 
•••• At the end of the war the schools owned one 
horn, one clarinet and three panos in workable condition. 
At the present time the schools have twelve pianos, three 
portable organs, and forty-six other instruments of va-
rious types for band or orchestra work. 228 
A new State Aid to Education law returned $10 1 000 to 
Concord in 1948.229 
The town appointed a School Facilities Committee after 
the voters rejected the Elm Street site. At a subsequent 
Town Meeting in December 194~, the town in accordance with 
recommendations of the School Facilities Committee, voted to 
purchase a sixteen acre Pleasant Street site for $5,000 in 
West Concord, and a similar amount of land on the Hugh Cargill 
site for $8,250 in the Centre; both sites for new schools. 
An article in the spring Town Meeting of 1949 calling for new 
schools on both sites was defeated by a narrow margin. 230 
Many voters were not satisfied that all avenues of the problem 
had been thoroughly explored. 
Pressure on the lower grades continued in 1949 to such 
an extent that a room was rented from the Trinitarian Church 
for one of the kindergarten classes. A second grade overflow 
was placed in one of the rooms of the portable building and 
another teacher li!red. 
Miss Moses retired at the High School having taught there 
228 Loc • ill.. 
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since 1933. 
Superintendent McLeary cited a shortage of elementary 
teachers made necessary the hiring of some inexperienced 
teachers on that level. 
In the fall of 1949 driver education was offered to pu-
pils over sixteen years of age. Mr. Benjamin Benoit of 
Minuteman Chevrolet, Incorporated, presented the town with a 
new Chevrolet for the program. Mr. William Bulger was placed 
in charge of the course. Many pupils learned to drive with 
"behind the wheel training. " Several obtained driver's li-
censes after this course. 
At Harvey Wheeler School fluorescent lighting was placed 
in all the rooms and new modern classroom furniture placed 
in six of the rooms. 
The 1949 appropriation for schools was $324 ,312.00 which 
was nearly double the 1943 appropriation. However the 1950 
budget called for $345,350. 
The steady rise in enrollment at the Peter Bulkeley Schoo 
is noted for five years: 
1945 -
1946 -
1947 -
1948 -
1950 -
435 
466 
494 
529 
571 231 
Even more revealing is the enrollment by grade for 
1949-50: 
231 ~·ill· 
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Kindergarten - 59 
Grade 1 - 75 
Grade 2 - 78 
Grade 3 - 67 
Grade 4 - 68 
Grade 5 - 58 
Grade 6 - 57 
Grade 7 - 61 
Grade 8 48 
In 1949 over $25,500 was chargeable to tuition pupils 
attending Concord's Public schools. This figure exceeded 
the entire school appropriation for 1900, when the school en-
rollment was over seventy-five per cent of the present enroll-
ment. 
A new building plan, studied by the following groups was 
presented to the voters at the 1950 Town Meeting: The Special 
Town: Plans Committee, School Facilities Committee, General 
Building Committee, League of Women Voters, Finance C.ommittee, 
School Committee, Concord and West Concord Parent-Teacher 
Association, and the Selectmen. 
The plan called for the construction of two new elemen-
tary schools: one six-room building on the Pleasant Street 
site in West Concor~ and a twelve-room building on the Hugh 
Cargill site in Concord. The former building would house 
the kindergarten and the first two grades, while the latter 
would house the kindergarten and the first three grades . 
Total cost of the two schools to be built for future expan-
sion was expected to be $742,000.232 
232 Special Report of the School Committee of the Town of 
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At the annual March Town Meeting the plan was overwhelm-
ingly voted after Mr. Graydon Smith of the Citizens• School 
Facts Committee, amended the article to insure careful super-
vision and economical expenditure of the money. The amount 
called for in the article was reduced to $705,000 prior to 
the vote. 
Major changes occurred in the spring when Ralph D. McLear 
resigned to accept the Superintendency at Plainfield, New 
Jersey, effective July 1, 1950. The School Committee chose 
as Concord's new Superintendent Mr. Radcliffe Morrill, who, 
as High School Principal, had proved .his ability in two years 
as a capable and enthusiastic administrator. Mr. John F. 
Donovan, popular Vice-Principal, was raised to Principal. 
The Findeisen sisters, Minna A. and Maud F., retired 
after each had taught for forty-four years in the Concord 
. Public Schools. A fitting reception was tendered them by 
some three hundred leading citizens of the town, headed by 
Judge Maurice McWalter and Postmaster John McManus. Principal 
Morton R. Seavey on behalf of the committee presented them 
each with a purse, the total value of which has now approached 
nearly one thousand dollars--a fitting tribute to two deserv-
ing recipients. G. Valerie Delano, head of the Art Departmen1 
for ten· :years, resigned to accept a similar position in 
Darien, Connecticut. Thus, with many farewell parties, in-
cluding one for the departing superintendent, closed the 
school year of 1949-50. 
The Past and the Future 
Vast changes have occurred since 1860. Instead of eleven 
separate district schools, spread all over the town with li-
terally no conveniences--not even drinking water--Concord now 
has three large well equipped, well staffed, and well main-
tained schools, all thoroughly graded with every convenience. 
The annual appropriation tor schools has risen from $3,300 
to $345,000; even in the last four years the appropriation 
has nearly doubled. While the school enrollment has increased 
nearly four times, the teaching staff has multiplied six-told. 
For more than forty years there were only two men teachers 
lt the most; now of a teaching staff of sixty-five, nearly a 
third are men. Curriculum and techniques have radically 
changed, not to mention the transitions in transportation, 
physical education, health program,. guidance and remedial 
services. 
The pattern is clear; it has been one ot constant prog-
ress and improvement, to meet existing needs under the best 
possible conditions. Concord has done well for its future 
citizens. 
And so, as Concord's largest building program in history 
is launched, and the schools embark under the leadership of 
Superintendent Morrill, the "History of the Public Schools" 
ends at an auspicious commencement. 
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TO THE VOTERS OF CONCORD 
'l'he Concord School Committee believes that the citizens 
of the town can be prepared to act on the question of new 
elementary school construction only if every voter has a full 
understanding of the problems involved. 
The question of the need for new schools has now been 
before the public for more than two years. Several committees 
have worked on the matter and progress has been made in the 
purchase of two excellent sites and the preparation of prE::-
liminary plans. Everything has progressed to the point where, 
if the town me3ting will take favorable action upon the appro-
priation, work can get under way at an early date. Even thus, 
the new quarters can not be available until September of 1951. 
The School Committee has prepared this pamphlet of ques-
tions and answers. A careful search has been made to find all 
the pertinent questions in the minds of the citizens of the 
town and the answers to these questions. The League of Women 
Voters performed a tremendous task of great service to the 
town in sending out a lengthy questionnaire and tabulating the 
results. They then very kindly summarized the questions and 
comments received and gave them to the School Committee. 
This material formed the basis for this pamphlet of questions 
and answers. 
The School Committee is solely concerned with getting the 
best schools for what will, in the long run, be the most economi-
cal outlay of town funds. All plans and suggestions made to 
date, and there have been many of them, have been carefully 
weighed. The Committee has had the best available advice and 
believes it is presenting a plan which is the best both for the 
the immediate needs and the long-range development of the 
school housing problem. 
The School Committee wishes to express its appreciation 
to all groups, both official and unofficial, who have studied 
the problem and prepared reports from time to time. These 
include the Special Town Plans Committee, thq School Facilities 
Committee, the General Building Committee, the League of 
Women Voters, the two Parent-Teacher Associations, and the 
Finance Committee. The Selectmen have also been most helpful. 
Needed school building construction throughout the towns 
of Massachusetts has progressed slowly because of the difficulty 
[ 2 ] 
of getting recognition of the problems by the voters in town 
meetings. Appropriations of this nature require two-thirds 
votes. If the voters of the town wish to provide adequate school 
housing for the growing number of elementary school pupils, 
it is essential that they be present at town meeting. 
'Dhe School Committee hopes that this pamphlet will serve 
to explain the needs and advantages of the proposed plan. 
Respectfully submitted, 
The Concord School Committee 
Florence M. Damon, Chairman 
Francis L. Coolidge 
Horace R. Fletcher, Secretary 
George T. Goodspeed 
Frank J. Googins 
THE RECOMMENDED PLAN 
Briefly, the School Committee is recommending the con-
struction of two elementary school buildings. One of these is a 
twelve-room building on the Hugh Cargill site in Concord to 
accommodate the kindergarten and grades one through three. 
The other is a six-room building to be constructed on a 
· site off Pleasant Street in West Concord. This buil9ing will 
house the kindergartens and grades one and two. 
The Peter Bulkeley School will house the older elementary 
pupils, including grades seven and eight from both ends of the 
town. The Harvey Wheeler brick building will house grades 
three through six from West Concord. 
This arrangement provides better facilities for the younger 
children and puts the older children in the older buildings, 
which is a desirable arrangement. It also makes the industrial 
arts, home economics, · and physical education facilities in Con-
cord available to all pupils in grades seven and eight. This is 
a particularly important advantage of the plan. 
The plan makes it possible to abandon the portable building 
in Concord and the old frame building: in West Concord. It also 
· will make it unnecessary to keep a class in the Peter Bulkeley 
playroom and will avoid the necessity of renting classroom 
spaces about town. 
[ 3 ] 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS REGARDING THE CONCORD 
SCHOOL BUILDING PROBLEM 
1 Question - Why are new school buildings necessary in 
Concord? 
Answer- The r ecent growth in population of the town, and 
increased birth rates have al1·eady brought an increased 
enrollment into the beginning elementary grades. (See 
tables at end of report.) 
The continued gradual increase in population of the 
town and the continuance of the higher birth rate promise 
a continuance of this increased enrollment. The number 
of births to Concord parents in 1949 was greater than in 
1948. . 
The need to replace the Portable Building in Concord 
Center and the old frame building in West Concord, both 
of which are inadequate and obsolete, requires the con-
struction of nine classrooms. 
2. Question - Will the present heavy enrollment in the Con-
cord Schools continue? 
Answer - Yes-First grade enrollment in Concord follows 
very closely the number of births six years previous to 
entrance. Kindergarten enrollment runs about 10 % under 
this figure. From· the birth records one can tell that the 
enrollment will increase throughout the school. 
The high birth rate during the war resulted in a heavy 
enrollment in the elementary grades at the present time. 
This increased enrollment will move upward year by year. 
The largest birth groups, however, have not yet reached 
the kindergarten or first grade. They will be moving in 
over the next three or four years and thereafter for some 
period of time. (See tables at end of report.) 
3. Question - Why cannot classes be larger? 
Answer- Classes of moderate size let teachers do a better 
job. Years ago teachers were loaded down with very large 
classes, quite commonly in excess of thirty-five pupils and 
oft en running above forty pupils. The results were not 
good, since it was impossible to give adequate attention 
to the individual pupil. Today it is considered wise to keep 
classes under thirty. The average enrollment in the ele-
mentary school classes in Concord on Oct. 1, 1949 was 
28.2 pupils. 
It is impossible t o have all classes . the same size. In 
Concord an attempt is made to keep classes over twenty-
[ 4 ] 
two and under thirty, preferably under twenty-eight. If, 
for example, there are eighty pupils in a g1ven grade 
in a given school they cannot be divided into two sec-
tions because this would give forty for each section 
which is too large. They must, therefore be divided 
into three sections such as twenty-seven, twenty-seven 
and twenty-six. This is one of the important reasons why 
it is not possible or desirable to fill every classroom to 
its maximum seating capacity. 
The point was raised at the last Town Meeting 
that desks have sometimes been removed from classrooms 
and it was implied that with all desks put in all class-
rooms to maximum capacity there would not be need 
for new housing. If, however, the class enrollment is 
twenty-six on the basis of the distribution explained above 
it is logical to have only twenty-six desks . in the room 
and to use all space advantageously. If the enrollment 
in that particular room is twenty-eight or thirty the fol-
lowing year the necessary desks are put back in the class-
room. 
Tables showing the 1949-'50 enrollment by classes in the 
elementary school are given below: 
Harvey · Wheeler Peter Bulkeley 
Kindergarten 29-29 29-30 
I 27-28 26--26--23 
II 26 28-27-23 
II-III 31 
III 35 33-34 
IV 24-24 33--35 
v 22-20 28-30 
VI 27 29-28 
VII 33 30-31 
VIII 31 24-24 
4. Question - Why not continue to use the old frame building 
in West Concord? 
Answer - -This old building should be replaced. It was built 
in 1887 to outmoded standards of school housing. The 
classroom light is poor. The basement toilets are dark 
and difficult to supervise. There are no wash basins near 
toilets and insufficient ones anywhere. The heating plant, 
the wiring and the plumbing are all old and of doubtful 
future usefulness. The site is much too small. 
[ 5 ] 
Much has been said about the safety of this building. 
Experience indicates that no wooden building of two 
stories is safe, particularly for elementary school children. 
The expenditure of relatively large sums of money to 
modernize this building or to reduce the possible hazard 
is of doubtful economy. The building should be replaced 
by new school accommodations as soon as possible. 
5. Question - What about the portable building? 
· Answer - The portable building was erected in 1924 as a 
temporary expedient. However, nothing appears to be 
so permanent as a temporary school building. The rooms 
are too small, storage space is lacking and the building is of 
poor construction. 
The portable building should be removed. 
6. Question- What will be done with the other buildings'? 
Answer - The High School, the Gymnasium, the Emerson 
School, the Peter Bulkeley building, and the Harvey 
Wheeler brick building will all be kept in use. 
7. Question - What about two sessions for the elementary 
school? 
Answer- It has been suggested that the elementary schools 
should be run on two daily sessions as a means of avoiding 
the necessity of building ·additional accommodations. It 
is true that two sessions will practically double the 
capacity of the school plant, However, the tremendous 
disadvantages of any two-session plan rule it out of con-
sideration. 
If the elementary school were to be run on two ses-
sions, each section would be forced to have a shorter time 
in school than is now available. Furthermore, it would 
be necessary for one group to come to school before eight 
o'clock in order to get out about noon. The other group 
would have to be in school until approximately five o'clock. 
This would mean that small youngsters would be $Wing 
home after dark in the late fall and winter months. More-
over, since a large proportion of pupils are transported to 
school in Concord, it would require considerable addition 
to the fleet of busses. At the present time the schools open 
on a staggered schedule so that buses can be used over 
and over again. With a two-session system in operat'on this 
would be impossible and the cost of transportation per 
year would be at least double. In fact the additional cost 
per year would be about two-thirds of the amount neces-
sary to build one new classroom. 
[ 6 ] 
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8. Question - What are the factors regarding the size of 
school sites? 
Answer - Many years of experience have taught those 
who were concerned with school planning the necessity of 
having a large amount of land around a school building. 
When an elementary school has three or four hundred pupils 
it is now considered advisable to have not less than ten or 
twelve acres and preferably as much as fifteen. 
When a school site is too small for the concentration 
of pupils upon it, it is impossible to maintain grass upon 
the site and it becomes an accumulation of gravel or mud 
unless it is paved with asphalt or cement. The Harvey 
Wheeler site is an example of what happens when there 
is an inadequate amount of land for the number of chil-
dren who must use it. 
Again it is important to have adequate land around 
a school so that future additions can be made without 
over-crowding the available land. • 
The issue is so important that the Massachusetts 
School Building Assistance Commission, which has the 
power to approve state aid, will approve projects only 
when the largest available sites in the community are 
utilized. 
9. Question - Why not add to existing school buildings in 
Concord? 
Answer - The possibility of solving the Concord problem 
by adding to old buildings has been thoroughly studied 
by the committees which have been at work. There were 
three possibilities: an addition to the High School build-
ing, an addition to the Peter Bulkeley building, and an 
addition to the Harvey Wheeler building. 
From the point of view of Concord the main objection 
to an addition to either the Harvey Wheeler building or 
the Peter Bulkeiey building is that no state aid would 
be forthcoming for either project. Since state aid amounts 
to nearly 27 % of the cost of the project, this means that 
new construction with state aid would cost less than an 
addition to the existing buildings. 
Furthermore, a substantial addition to the Peter Bulke-
ley School will eventually lead to a building having from 
35 to 40 rooms and an enrollment in excess of 1000. This 
will definitely be an undesirable situation since it will 
be too large for effective work. 
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Additions to the High School would require the 
acquisition of expensive adjoining residential property. 
Even after obtaining this extra land, the site would be 
inadequate for the number of pupils who would be upon 
it. Furthermore, the High School is a heavy two-story 
structure to which an addition would cost more than 
modern construction elsewhere. 
Mr. Marshall, Administrator of the School Build-
ing Assistance Commission, has visited Concord several 
times. He has written the following letter: 
"I am writing to supplement my letter of December 
7, 1949, in which I indicated that a substantial addition 
to the Peter Bulkeley School would be an undesirable 
alternative to the planned construction of a new unit 
on the so-called Hugh Cargill site as far as state financial 
assistance is concerned. 
"You now ask about adding to the Harvey Wheeler 
one-story building, presumably in conjunction with the 
removal of the old frame building. Because of the size 
and location of this site, I believe any move which might 
reduce the number of pupils using it would be desirable. 
It would not, in my opinion, be a good investment for 
either the town or the state to add classrooms to the 
existing brick building. 
"Your other question refers to the desirability of 
putting new elementary school construction on the land 
near the Peter Bulkeley School now occupied by the 
buildings of the Department of Roads and Bridges as 
an alternative to the Hugh Cargill site. This is not an 
alternative which I could advise for the investment of 
state school building assistance funds. 
"I have studied with you the preliminary drawings 
for new buildings on the Hugh Cargill site in Concord 
and the Pleasant Street site in West Concord. They 
are excellent, and I sincerely hope that the citizens of 
the town will approve these projects when they are pre-
sented. 
JEM-m 
Cordially yours , 
j s j JOHN E. MARSHALL, 
Administrator''. 
[ 8 ] 
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10. Question - What is the story on the Old High School 
building? 
Answer - There are only four vacant spaces of classroom 
size in the old High School building. This is not enough 
to meet the needs. Moving the existing offices out of 
this building would free only two other spaces, and 
an approximately equal amount of space would have 
to be provided elsewhere. 
Except for the end of the building used for offices 
there is now no heat, no artificial lighting, and inade-
quate natural light in this building. Floors, walls, corri-
dor, stairs, and other structural features are all in 
bad shape. There are no toilet facilities that would be 
available for pupils. The cost of preparation and renova-
tion of this building would probably exceed $50,000, which 
is practically enough to build two new classrooms. 
The · play area is inadequate, and since there are 
only three first floor rooms available to the primary 
grades the town would soon be faced with the need for 
new construction resulting in scattered classes with 
higher cost for supervision. 
11. Question - What are the facts about tuition pupils from 
neighoring towns? 
Answer - Except for seven children, all the tuition pupils 
from Lincoln, Carlisle, and Bedford, are in the High 
School. The minimum dl~sirable size for a high school 
for grades nine through tivelve is 500 pupils. Concord now 
has a little more than 450. Of these about 150 are tuition 
pupils. The tuition income runs about $40,000 to $50,000 at 
the present time. The removal of tuition pupils would 
not save more than $15,000 in . current school costs and 
would result in the loss of $25,000 to $35,000 in revenue 
thus resulting in a two to three dollar increase in the 
tax rate. 
The removal of tuition students would not free 
enough rooms to permit the admission of an equal num-
ber of seventh and eighth grade pupils because the 
senior high school is much more widely differentiated in 
its program. This possibility has been carefully studied, 
and the removal of tuition pupils would reduce the num-
ber of class sections by only 14 unless the program were 
curtailed. This would free only two classrooms through 
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the week. The seventh and eighth grades require six 
classrooms at the present time and will require still 
more in a few years. 
12. Question - What are the pros and cons regarding the Hugh 
Cargill site? 
Answer - Much has been said about the level and the 
matter of underground water on this site. This matter 
has been investigated and the land is comparable in 
character and level to the Emerson playground and 
the land on which the Peter Bulkeley and the Hunt 
Gymnasium now stand. Engineer's tests show the site 
is suitable for the building which is planned. The Hugh 
Cargill site meets the requirements set up by the Massa-
chusetts School Building Assistb.nce Commission and 
there would be no difficulty in getting state aid. 
13. Question- What is the story on the Harvey Wheeler site? 
Answer - The present Harvey Whee· er site is too small 
for the number of pupils who are housed upon it. Ac-
tually it is too small for any school. However, the rela-
tively good brick building on it makes it necessary to 
keep it in use. The best solution is to reduce the num-
ber of pupils who are housed upon this site. No addi-
tion to this building should be contemplated. The old 
wooden building should be removed. 
14. Question - Have other sites been considered? 
Answer - Yes, the town of Concord has been studied at 
length with regard to the possibilities of other school 
sites. For this purpose authorities on schoolhouse plan-
ing have been brought to Concord. All possible sites 
reasonably located have been studied very carefully, in-
cluding the Percy Rideout Playground in West Concord, 
sites between Main Street and Old Marlboro Road, and 
sites south and west of the settled area in West Con-
cord. Of all the sites studied in West Concord the Pleasant 
Street site appeared to be by far the best. This site 
will meet the requirements of the Massachusetts School 
Building Assistance Commission. Similar considerations 
apply to the Hugh Cargill site. 
15. Question- What is the problem concerning sewer lines? 
Answer- There is no problem. A force main to the corner 
of Stow and Everett Streets can be constructed for an 
estimated $20,000 in accordance with a previous recom-
mendation of the Finance Committee. 
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16. Question - What about the debt limit? 
Answer - One of the matters which confused the issue 
at the March, 1949, Town Meeting was that of the debt 
limit. At that time, the law require:! that the entire 
cost of construction, including the amount of the state 
aid, be within the debt limit of the town, either as es-
tablished by general law or allowed by special act. Due 
to inflated costs many towns have found it necessary 
to go to the state legislature to ask for a special act to 
permit them to exceed their debt limit and proceed with 
construction. Concord is no exception. At the time the 
Town meeting was held last year, the necessary legis-
lative approval had not been obtained. However, this ap-
proval has now been obtained. 
17. Question- What is the situation with regard to state aid? 
Answer - In 1948 the legislature passed an act providing 
state aid for the construction of school buildings. To 
obtain this aiel the building plans must be approved 
by the State School Building Assistance Commission. 
The Commission has examined the preliminary plans of 
Concord and there is no doubt that they would be ap-
proved. 
The financial aid from the state would be paid 
in annual payments throughout the term of the neces-
sary bonds. It would amount to nearly 27 % of the cost 
of construction. 
18. Question - Why should the seventh and eighth grades 
from West Concord go to Concord? 
Answer - In West Concord there are no facilities for 
teaching Home Economics and Industrial Arts, and the 
Harvey Wheeler auditorium is an inadequate gymnasium. 
It is cheaper and easier to bring the children to the 
facilities in Concord than to double the amount of equip-
ment. 
19. Question- Is new building necessary in both Concord and 
West Concord? 
Answer - New facilities are necessary both in Concord 
and West Concord. In each case there is one building 
which should be replaced. In each case also there will 
be pressure upon the available facilities from increasing 
elementary school enrollments. The greatest pressure 
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will be upon Concord because the Peter Bulkeley serves 
a considerably larger area of the town. However, there 
will be very definitely at least two sections for each 
grade in West Concord within the next few years, since 
two full sections are entering now each year. 
20. Question- Just how much additional space is needed? 
Answer - Because five full first-grade classes are entering 
the elementary schools each year and there are only 
three eighth-grade sections to graduate each year for 
some years, t wo more classrooms each year are needed. 
In addition, the Trinitarian Ohurch, the Peter Bulke-
ley basement, the portable building, and the West Con-
cord frame building are unsuitab'e for extended use. 
These contain, altogether, eleven rooms. The total im-
mediate need is eighteen rooms, twelve in Concord, and 
six in West Concord. 
21. Question - Is this problem peculiar to Concord? 
Answer - No, the problem of schoolhouse construction 
affects almost every city and town throughout the coun-
try. The problem is particularly acute in Massachusetts 
and New England where there are so many old buildings 
which have outworn their usefulness. 
Communities all around Concord are faced with the 
same problem. Many of them have alre3.dy taken action. 
Lexington is building elementary schools; Natick is build-
ing several elementary schools; Sudbury and Wayland al-
ready have new schools under construction; Bedford has 
a problem on its elementary school level; Lincoln has 
a new elementary school. This, therefore, is not a prob-
lem which is peculiar to Concord. 
22. Question - What are the advantages of the design of the 
proposed building? 
Answer - The proposed buildings are very simple and 
practical in design. There is no waste of money on orna-
mentation. In designing these buildings the architects 
have had an opportunity to draw from a large amount 
of school house construction that has been going on 
in the past few years. The buildings are modern and 
functional in every respect. The single-story construc-
tion with direct exit from every classroom is the safest 
possible t ype of building. 
The design of t he buildin~S r:ermits the location of 
kindergarten pupils separate from ot her gr ades. In the 
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future when the building will be used for all six grades, 
the older pupils and younger pupils can easily be segre-
gated. The classrooms are to be fully equipped for the 
educational program of the present day. The lighting 
in the classrooms has been designed to make an even 
distribution of natural light and at the same time to 
allow for classrooms on both sides of the corridor 
in order to el~ unnecessary corridor space. The com-
bination cafeteria-playroom is suitable for assembly ac-
tivities, cafeteria activities, and play activities for chil-
dren in the primary levels. 
23. Question - How much will the proposed buildings cost? 
Year 
1951 
1952 
1960 
Answer- Architect's estimates place the cost of the Con-
cord school at $499,283 and the cost of the We'3t Con-
cord school at $242,605. A total of $7 42,000 should cover 
complete construct ion, site preparation, all fees, and 
equipment. State aid will pay 26.85% of all but a minor 
fraction of this amount. 
For the two projects together, the increase in tax 
rate should average less than $2.50 over a 20-year period. 
It is assumed that the project will be financed by 20-year 
serial bonds at an interest rate of 1¥2 to 2%. It is also 
assumed that the assessed valuation will increase gradu-
ally as the town grows. The way in which these figures 
are worked out is shown in the following table. 
Estimated Estimated 
Unpaid Payment State Town Interest Town Valuati<>n Tax 
Principal on Principal Share Share at2% Payment In Millions Rate 
$742,000 $37,100 $9,263 $27,837 $14,840 $42,677 $12.8 $3.33 
704,900 37,100 9,263 27,837 14,098 41,935 13.0 3.23 
408,100 37,100 9,263 27,837 8,162 35,999 14.6 2.47 
1970 37,100 37,100 9,263 27,837 742 28,579 16.6 1.72 
If the interest rate is 1 Y2% the initial tax rate cost 
will be $3.04 decreasing to $2.33 for the tenth year, and 
to $1.71 for the last year. 
These figures have been presented to the Finance 
Committee for consideration and comment. That Com-
mittee finds that the pro,iection of future effect on the 
tax rate seems to be a fair estimate. As to the propor-
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tion of sums to be raised this year for this project by 
methods other than borrowing, i.e., by taxation or from 
Excess & Deficiency (the town's available free cash), 
the Committee states that a definite recommendation on 
the amounts must be deferred until it has had an oppor-
tunity to consider all capital expenditure items proposed 
this year by the several town departments. 
24. Question - Why have school budgets increased? 
Answer- Just as the cost of running a home has increased 
in the past seven or eight years, so has the cost of run-
ning a sehool gone up. Repairs which were postponed 
during the war years must be made now and repairs 
are more expensive than they ever were. Because teachers, 
custodians and clerks have had to pay more to live it 
• has been necessary to increase their salaries. 
Quite aside from inflation, the town has been grow-
ing too. There are more students than there were a few 
years ago and the number of students is going to con-
tinue to increase. The schools are bound to grow with 
the town. ' 
As a matter of fact, the tax rate to raise the net 
amount of the school budget for 1950 is less than the tax 
rate required to raise the net amount of the school bud-
get for 1949. Actually, also the local tax rate for school 
purposes in 1949 was slightly less than it was in 1948, 
due, of course, to increased revenues and increased valu-
ations. A bigger Concord means bigger schools but a 
bigger Concord can afford to pay for bigger schools. 
25. Question - What is the probable effect upon the school 
budget of the maintenance of two new school buildings? 
Answer - It probably would be less expensive to operate 
in the new buildings than to use rented space. By 1954, 
unless schools are built, it will be necessary to use eight 
units of rented space. One cannot tell exactly what this 
rent would amount to but judging from the rent that Con-
cord is now paying for extra school space, the cost of 
these eight units would amount to far more than the 
maintenance cost of the new buildings. 
26. Question- How well at·e the Concord schools equipped? 
Answer - The Concord schools are much better equipped 
than the average. Every effort is made to provide pupils 
with all the necessary supplies and equipment for their 
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work. There are, of course, some equipment items which 
at present are not available, but in the last few years 
great progress has been made in equipping the various 
schools with projectors, portable radios, record players, 
recording machines, and the like which are necessary 
for instructional aids. Every attempt is made to be eco-
nomical in the use of supplies, but no class is denied any 
supplies which are necessary for the learning process. 
Textbooks are supplied in abundance and are available 
for all necessary purposes, the only exceptions being 
that occasionally orders have been delayed because of 
the heavy demand in recent years on publishers. 
27. Question - What is the possibility of a parochial school 
and what will be its effect upon the school enroHment? 
Answer - In response to an inquiry from the School Com-
mittee, Archbishop Cushing has stated that there are 
no plans for a diocesan or parochial school in Concord. 
He advises the School Committee to proceed with its 
present plans for new schools. 
His letter reads as follows: 
"I thank you for your letter. 
"It is one of many I receive from officials and from 
the ordinary folks. As on former occasions, I can only 
say that we have no plans at the present time for any 
type of a school in Concord. 
"I would love to have an elementary school there 
under diocesan auspices but I have not the money. There 
is no possibility of the parishes in Concord financing 
the school. I realize the problem confronting- the Town. 
It is my honest opinion that you could proceed with your 
plans without any reference to ours. Truth to tell, even 
if our plans materialize I don't think they could have 
much effect on your building pro(Yram. 
"If you are doubtful about this you can at least be 
certain that we have no intentions of thinking of a 
school in that area until after 1952. 
"From the foregoing you can conclude that our plans 
are indefinite and rerrote. If I were on the School Com-
mittee in Concord I wouldn't even consider them in rela-
tion with the rroblems confronting the Town. 
"If I can be of any other service, call upon me. 
Very truly yours, 
[ 15 ] 
j s j R. .T. CUSHING, 
Archbishop of Boston" 
28. Question ·- Why house a kindergarten class in the Trini· 
tarian Church with a vacant room this year in the wooden 
building in West Concord? 
Answer - The heaviest enrollment pressure ·is at present 
in Concord. It is not possible to relieve this easily by 
making transfers to West Concord even though there 
is a vacant room this year. Consequently, it was neces-
sary to find space near the Peter Bulkeley School and the 
basement of the Trinitarian Church was the best, close-
by available space. The vacant room in the old West 
Concord building will be occupied next year by West 
Concord students and still further space will need to 
be rented in Concord. 
Other alternatives were studied but were abandoned 
because they were more expensive than renting the space, 
or were impractical for other reasons. 
29. Question - What has been the School Committee's part 
in this problem? 
Answer - The School Committee, which, because it has 
the responsibility for the management of the schools, 
must logically be concerned with the building problems, 
has not prior to this time o1·iginated any plans. The 
work of planning has previously been delegated by the 
town to various special committees which have made 
honest and conscientious efforts to present plans which 
would be acceptable to the citizens. In each case the 
School Committte was consulted from time to time and 
its wishes were given careful consideration. From the 
available plans submitted to it, it has in each case en-
dorsed the one which under the existing conditions 
appeared to meet the needs most closely. However, not 
until the present time has the School Committee been 
in a position where it could be a motivating factor in 
the situation. · 
Now, however, with no other committees entrusted 
by the town with the task of considering the problem, 
the ,School Committee believes it to be its duty to pre-
sent an analysis of the existing situation and a recom-
mendation for its solution. This recommendation is based 
upon previous actions of the town, considerations of 
economy in capital outlay, and educational needs. 
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30. Question- What is the summary of the plan by buildings? 
Answer - The High School: Retain this building for grades 
9-12. As the town grows and the building becomes 
crowded, it will be possible to move the ninth grade into 
the Peter Bulkeley building and house grades 10-12 in 
the high-school building. This will make it possible to 
avoid expensive construction of secondary school facili-
ties. 
The Emerson Building: Fix up this building and use 
it for many years for industrial arts work and allied ac-
tivities. The work of renovation of this building was 
begun last year with $9,000 previously appropriated to 
the General Building Committee for this purpose. There 
is more to do but the work can be spread over a number 
.of years. With proper repairs and restoration, the Emer-
son building may well serve the town for a long, long 
time. 
The Peter Bulkeley School: Use this building for 
grades 7 and 8 for both ends of the town and grades 
6, 5, and 4 for Concord for some time. Later grades 4, 
5, and 6, in that order can be moved into the new ele-
mentary school as necessity develops. Eventually grade 
9 can be brought into this building to save costly addi-
tions to the high school building. 
The Harvey Whe.eler Brick Building: Retain in use 
for an indefinite period of time for grades 3, 4, 5, and 6 
in West Concord. 
The New Building in Concord: Use this building 
for grades K-3 in its first stage. Later add as necessary 
to accommodate upper elementary grades which ex-
ceed the capacity of the Peter Bulkeley building. 
The New Building in West Concord: Use this build-
ing for grades K-2 in West Concord. 
The West Concord Wooden Building: Abandon and 
remove this building to provide more suitable site for 
brick building. 
The Portable Building: Abandon and remove this 
building from its present site. 
17 
PERTINENT FACTS 
Table I. 
Births and Enrollments 
Biliths to Concord First Gra:de 
Pwrents En'rollment rsix 
Years Later 
Year Births Y erur :Pupils 
1938 89 1944 83 
1939 95 1945 93 
1940 97 1946 124 
1941 109 1947 106 
1942 118 1948 124 
1943 135 1949 130 
1944 132 1950 130* 
1945 123 1951 120* 
1946 156 1952 150* 
1947 166 1953 160* 
1948 148 1954 145* 
1949 163 1955 160* 
*Estimated from number of births. 
Table II. 
Total EnroHment 
Gmdes K-VIII 
Oct. of 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
Enrollment 
802 
831 
851 
872 
906 
957 
1001* 
1055* 
1133* 
1182* 
1230* 
1275* 
Rooms Needed for Elementary School Pupils 
1949-50 1950-51 1953-54 
Grade Enrolllment Roams En'rloUment Rooms EnrdlLment Rooms 
needed needed needed 
K 117 4 110 4 129 5 
I 130 5 130 5 164 6 
II 130 5 130 5 154 5 
III 107 3 130 5 122 4 
IV 116 4 107 3 130 5 
v 100 4 116 4 130 5 
VI 84 3 100 4 130 5 
VII 94 3 84 3 107 3 
VIII 79 3 79 3 116 4 
Total 957 34 1001 36 1182 42 
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Table III. 
Housing of Elementary School Pupils 
1949-50 1950-51 1953-54 1953-54 
WitJhoutnew With new 
Buildings Buildings 
Building Rooons Rooms Rooms Roomli 
Harvey Wheeler brick 8 8 8 8 
Harvey Wheeler frame 6 7 7 
Peter Bulkeley 16 16 16 16 
Portable 2 2 2 
Peter Bulkeley basement 1 1 1 
Rented rooms 1 2 8 
New Concord School 12 
New West Concord School 6 
Total 34 36 42 42 
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FOREWORD 
To the Student: 
This booklet has been prepared to help you plan your course of study at Concord High · 
School. You will find information about many studies and activities which take place here. 
Your future success may depend toalargedegree on the decisions you make now. You and your 
parents should read this booklet carefully and consider the many opportunities that are avail-
able to you. Then talk over your plans together. 
In planning your program consider your own ambitions, your school success to date, 
your interests, and yo ur probable future needs. What is best for your closest 11pal11 may not be 
best for you. 
Do not hesitate to call upon your teachers, your principal, or a member of the Guidance 
Department if you need assistance. 
We sincerely hope this booklet will prove helpful. 
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THE OBJECTIVES 
OF 
CONCORD HIGH SCHOOL 
1. To provide opportunity for each individual 
to develop to the fullest extent his natural 
a bilities and interests. 
2. To help each individual to develop his 
skill in the use of .the English language 
through reading, writing, speaking, and listening. 
J. To offer personal, educational, and voca-
tional guidance to each individual. 
4. To provide all pupils with instruction 
which will help them to use goods and services 
with discrimination. 
;). To provide 
e ducation and 
h ealth. 
ample opp ortunity for physical 
instruction in habits of g ood 
6. To provide opportunity to understand and 
use scientific methods of thinking and to learn 
some of the pri nciples of science which are 
basic to the modern scientific age. 
7. To provide experience in school for each 
individual to participate actively in a demo-
cratic society which grants privilege to what-
ever ex tent the individual is ready and will-
ing to accept the accompanying responsibility. 
t 8. To provide oaoh lndlvldual with broad ln-
.'\ struction which will enable him to understand 
~ how our present civilization has developed and the importance of contemporary problema. 9· To afford opportunity for each individual to enjoy and appreciate good music, art, and 
t 
literature. 
10. To provide a sound foundation for what-
ever activities the individual may engage in 
after graduation, including careful .attention 
to the needs of the majority of our students 
who will continue their education beyond high 
school. 
11. To set an environment which encourages 
\ . each individual to make honest effort,to treat 
others with respect and courtesy, to place 
group welfare above selfish interest, and to 
develop sound work habits and worthwhile rec-
reational activities. 
I 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
PREREQUISIT:ii:S FOR PLANNING A HIGH SCHOOL 
PROGRAM 
Each individual should answer the following 
questions with honesty, and careful thought 
before planning his high school program. 
1. vVhat are my strengths 
indicated by standardized 
achievement and i nterest? 
and weaknesses as 
tests or aptitude, 
2. What strengths and weaknesses do my school 
marks show to date? 
3. \Vhat are my chief interests in school and 
out? 
4. What general area of work do I hope to 
engage in when I complete my education? 
{a) Will this require further education 
beyond H.S.? 
I f the answer is "Yes". 
1. What sort or school will I have 
to prepare for? 
2. What are the admission require-
ments? 
If the answe r is "No". 
1. \Vhat courses in H. s. will be 
most valuable to me in attaining 
my goal? 
Each individual should have a derinite goal 
at which at aim. Grade 8 is not too soon to 
select such goals. From time to time as the 
individual progresses through High School his 
goals may change. Grade school teachers, 
parents, and guidance personnel can all help 
the individual plan his ruture. 
PROGRAM REQUI REMENTS FOR ALL H,S. PUPILS 
All Concord High School pupils must take 
rour years or English, one year or American 
History and Local Government, and four years 
of Physical Education unless excused by a 
doctor for medical reasons. 
Each year all pupils must take at least 
four major courses each carrying five credits 
toward graduation. . This does not include 
courses in Physical Education, Art,Music, Typ-
ing, etco 
The best careers 
don't just happen •• ~ 
They're planned. 
MINIMUM PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ALL PUPILS 
In order to provide a well balanced program 
for each individual and better attain thos e 
objectives referred to earlier in this boo~t, 
it is recommended that during his four years 
at Concord High each pupil shall have had in 
a ddition to the required courses at least the 
following: 
Two cours e s in Social 
and Citizenship, World 
Problems of Democracy, 
Psychology) 
Pupil, parent, and 
principal look into 
the future. 
Studies, (CivicR 
History, Modern 
Sociology and 
Cooperative planning leads 
to group solidarity and 
individual success. 
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One course in Uathematics. (Practical 
Math, Com. Math, Applied Math, Bookkee:p-
ing or College Preparatory Math courses) 
Two courses in Science. (General Science, 
Biology, Chemistry) . 
One c ourse in the Fine Arts. ( Mus ic, Art) 
Many pupils 
major courses. 
In no case 
mitted. Such a 
full time and 
participate in 
extent. 
are capable of carrying five 
This practice is recommended. 
will six major courses be p er-
program would require a pupil's 
make it impos s ible for him to 
other activities to a desirable 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR DIVERSITY 
Many of our courses are organized primarily 
to satisfy the specialized interests, needs 
and abilities of our pupils. 
They include preparatory courses in mathe-
matics, science, foreign languages, social 
studies for the boy or girl who seeks to con-
tinue his education on a college or university 
level or for those who show natural aptitudes 
for such studies. 
Parallel to these courses are practical 
courses in mathematics, science, and social 
studi e s which lay special emphasis on applica-
tion to everyday problems. 
In addition , courses in industrial arts, 
home economics, music, and art can be pursued 
by students whose interests and aptitudes 
point in these directions. Some of these 
courses are justifiably designed for orienta-
tion into occupational fields, but are not to 
be construed as full preparation for jobs re-
quiring specialized skills. 
Industrial Arts Cnurses are not restricted 
to those boy s who plan to go to work after 
graduation. Boys who plan to continue their 
educati on and are inte r e sted in taking an 
extra course are encouraged to broaden their 
general education by electing one of the shop 
courses. In like manner girls are encouraged 
to include one of the Home Economics classes 
in their program whenever possible. 
CREDITS 
Satisfactory completion of a year's work in 
a course meeting at least four times a week 
and requiring home preparation, will entitle 
the pupil to five credits toward graduation. 
A full time course not requiring home prepara-
tion will be allowed 2i credits. Courses 
meeting less than four times a week will be 
allowed (a) one credit for each period per 
week of work requiring h ome preparation, or 
(b) one-half credit for each period per week 
not requiring home preparation. 
MINi r.!UM R.l!:Q,UIRElVlENTS FOR OFFICIAL CLASS 
STA:t-IDI:KG 
15 credits - Sophomore standing 
35 credits - Junior standing 
55 credits - Senior standing 
80 CREDITS PLUS FOUR YEARS OF PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION ARE RE'.~.UIRED FOR GRADUATION 
MARKS AND RECORDS 
Report cards are issued four times a year 
and each pupil's work is evaluated on a five 
point scale. 
A - Sup erior work) co11ege certificate 
B - Ab ove average) grades 
C - Average work 
D - Below average, barely passing 
E - Poor work, no credit 
Additional records are kept for each pupil. 
These include results of standardized tests 
which measure mental capacity, achievement, 
aptitudes, interest, and personality. Records 
are kept of e ach pupil's activities including 
sports, clubs, dramatics, and positions of 
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student leadership. A personality profile is 
kept for e ach individual and contains a com-
p osite of ratings by all teachers who work 
with the individual during his stay in school. 
College admission directors and prospective 
employers place great importance upon these 
reports. The results of standardized tests, 
the degree of participation in extra-curricula 
activities, and the personality chart influ-
ence their decisions as much as the records of 
scholastic achievement. 
G;:;;UERAL ELECTIVE POLICIES 
In general pupils are expected to select 
their courses from offerings which are listed 
for their grade. The program is suff iciently 
flexible to permit exceptions to the above 
policy when it is for the best interests of 
the individual. Such exceptions, however, 
must be recommended by the guidance department 
and approved by the high school principal. 
A pupil is exp ected to attain a ma rk ofC 
or better before continuing with adva nced work 
in the same or allied subject field. For 
example, a student who receives a grade of D 
in Algebra I, Stenography I, French I, etc., 
will not receive the school's approval to 
continue Algebra II, Stenography II, or French 
II except as follows: when a pupil has re-
ceived a D in a sequential course and can show 
evidence that he has engaged in conscientious 
study during the summer months, an opportunity 
may be given him to take an appropriate stan-
dardized test. If the results of this test are 
satisfactory the pupil may be permitted to 
advance on trial. 
C marks or better are required in Algebra I, 
Algebra II, and Plane Geometry before a pupil 
may elect Senior Math. 
A pupil must have attained at least a C 
average in Algebra I before electing Physics. 
C work or better in sophomore English is 
required in order to elect Stenography I. 
Satisfactory completion of the Bookkeeping 
course and at least one year of typing are 
necessary for a pupil to elect the cooperative 
work-study and clerical training program. 
ARE YOU PLANNING TO GO TO COLLEGE? 
OUR SCHOOL CAN PREP ARE YOU. 
Concord High School is a member in good 
standing of the New England Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools. The school is 
also approved as a "Class A" institution by 
the Massachusetts Department of Education. 
Recent graduates of our school are now do-
ing successful work at Harvard, Yale, Radclifftl, 
Bryn Mawr, Skidmore, Boston University, Bates, 
Colby, Bowdoin,Tufts, and other fine colleces, 
universities, and junior colleges. 
HO'// SHALL YOU PREPARE FOR SUCCESS IN COLLZGE? 
The following elements make for success in 
high school and in turn deternine whether the 
high school student will be amle to gain ad-
mission to college. These elements are like-
wise necessary for a successful college career, 
once the student has been admitted to college. 
/ 
.. 
1. Above-average mental ability is 
needed. To help you know your mental a 
the Guidance Department will interp 
results of mental tests given to you. 
sually 
ility, 
et the 
2. You must develop skill in doing th· rough, 
concentrated study. You should not onl: care-
fully prepare assigned tasks, but :, lso do 
optional additional ~: extra papers addi-
tional outside related reading, the mol e dif-
ficult problems in science and mather tics, 
etc. Your teachers will be glad to :uggest 
such optional activities to you. 
3. You should achieve honor grades of "A" or 
" B" in at least sixteen 5-credit cour~es in 
high school. These courses should be care-
fully selected to satisfy the admilsions 
requirements of the college of your chojce. 
4. You should have a real desire, a 1:: rning 
ambition, to go to college. You should know 
some good reasons why you consider a college 
trai ning necessary for your success and appi-
ness in life. 
5. Good personal qualities are tial: 
high character, an attractive person lity, 
ability to get along well with your te chers 
and fellow students, and your reputatio as a 
good school citizen are all important. 
6. Unusual ability and accomplishment n the 
athletic and non-athletic activities f the 
school will help you in your quest for c llege 
admission. 
KNOW THE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS OF YOUR 
COLLEGE 
You should learn the entrance requir ments 
of your college chqice as early as po sible 
and should plan your high school p ogram 
accordingly. The latest catalogues many 
cclleges, universities, and special s hools 
are on file in the Guidance office, and 1 ay be 
consulted by you, your parents and adv sers. 
The school will gladly order any catalog1 e not 
on file. 
You or your parents may wish to wri1e the 
college directly for the latest informat l on on 
admissions or to clear up special poin1s not 
clearly covered in the catalogue. You ~hould 
not depend on past requirements or upcn the 
word of others. Changes in admission poJicies 
have been and are continuing to be so nunerous 
and rapid that the High School staff cannot 
undertake to guarantee knowledge of them all. 
RECEJ'lT CHANGES IN COLLEGE POLICIES 
Trends in college admission have changed in 
the past few years. iVhile many colleges do 
give preference to students who have e rned 
fifteen "Carnegie Units" distributed amon the 
areas of English (3), Foreign Language ( -5), 
Mathematics (2-4), Social Studies (2-4), and 
Science (2_.4), there is much more flexib lity 
in t he admission policies of most col eges 
than ever before. 
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The principal factors which influenc e ac-
ceptance to college are the following: 
1. Record of school marks (colleges expect 
for the most part a B average or better). 
2. Results of College Board Scholastic !£-
titude Tests. (College Board Achievement 
tests are rarely required of a student with 
certificate grades unless the student is com-
peting for a scholarship.) 
3. Record of participa tion in sch ool ac-
tivities. 4. Record o.f personality trait s a nd char-
acteristics. 
5. The r e commendation of the high school 
principal. 
6. The personal interviewo 
A few quotations from leading colleges may 
help to clarify current admission policies. 
Harvard: "Each application will be care-
fully reviewed by the Committee and much 
weight will be attached to character, person-
ality, and promise, as well as to scholarly 
attainments. Satisfactory showing in scholar-
ship alone is not of itself sufficient to 
guarantee admission." 
Dartmouth: "All candidates are judged com-
petitively on the basis of scholarship and of 
character and personality •••••• Evidence of su-
periority in intellectual capacity is of pri-
mary importance." 
Boston University: "Candidates of unusuE-. 1 
ability and promise, or of other exceptional 
qualifications, will be considered by the Com-
mitt·ee even though they have not taken the 
college preparatory course." 
Smith: "The Board of Admissions is willing 
to -consider able candidates who do not meet 
all the requirements." 
Bryn Mawr: "Candidates of ability whose 
plans of study differ from t nose suggested 
will always be given careful consideration, 
provided their programs show continuity in the 
study of basic subjects." 
NOTES ON OTHER VOCATIONAL PREPARATION 
Junior Colleges 
These schools, more numerous for girls, are 
best kno>vn for their two-year terminal courses 
which prepare for what are sometimes called 
the junior professions. They are: 
1. 
2. 
t ~: 
7· 8. 
Art and designing 
Home economics 
Medical and dental assistants 
Laboratory technicians 
Radio and the drama 
Photography 
Merchandising 
Business and secretarial 
Junior colleges which transfer students to 
major four year colleges have entrance require-
ments similar to those of t he four year col -
lege. 
Business Schools 
Pupils who wish to continue their education 
beyond high school in a school or business may 
qualify if they have done satisfactory work in 
their high school studies. Some business 
schools prefer that a prospective · student 
select most of his courses from those which 
normally prepare for college. 
Clerical and Secretarial Work 
A pupil who makes a good record in our var-
ied commercial program may secure a clerical 
position immediately upon graduation. We have 
frequent calls from businessmen to reco~nend 
such capable girls. 
Technical and Junior Engineering Schools 
Schools like Wentworth Institute require 
the study of Algebra I, Plane Geometry and 
Physics for admission. Candidates are required 
to pass examinations in these courses. In 
addition to this academic work, pupils may 
elect a full program in industrial arts 
throughout high school. 
Nursing and Other Medical Work 
To gain admission to a school of nursing 
a girl must have shown ability in high school 
to do academic work, particularly in the 
sciences. She is generally required to have 
done good work in chemistry and a second 
science, usually biology, in two history 
courses, and in at least one year of mathemat-
ics. One or more years of Latin is often 
recommended and sometimes required. 
Related medical work, such as physical ther-
apy, occupational therapy, X-ray and labora-
tory technician fields usually require two 
units of language, two to three years of math-
ematics, and at least one year of science in 
secondary preparation. 
. GUIDANCE SERVICES 
Students constantly make good use of the 
services offered by the Guidance Department. 
One half-time counselor is available in the 
high school guidance office a good part of 
each day, while the director of guidance, 
whose office is in the old high school build-
ing, gives somewhat more than half of his time 
to the high school students, and the rest to 
other schools and the planning work necessary 
for such a program. An appointment system 
enables students to take the initiative in ar-
ranging for interviews with either of the 
guidance personnel. Interviews are sought for 
educational or vocational information and 
planning, or for assistance in working out 
problems related to school, social situations, 
or of a personal nature. 
The testing program of mental measurements 
and evaluations is a responsibility of the 
Guidance Department. Students are tested in 
groups and individually, as the needs exist. 
Tests are selected with great care and used 
with proper discrimination. Interpretations 
are given the students, as further means of 
knowing themselves better. 
Students are called to the guidance office 
from time to time, especially to discover the 
reasons for failure in class work, and to 
assist the individual to be successful in his 
high school career. Parents are encouraged to 
see the guidance personnel when they wish in-
terpretations of school practices, and to meet 
with their children and the guidance counsel-
ors for purposes of educational and vocation-
al planning. 
Other activities which are a part of the 
guidance program include "Career Day", trips 
to industries and educational institutions, 
group counseling, placement of high school 
students in work opportunities, arranging for 
meetings of students with college admissions 
representatives, and distribution of occupa-
tional information through a wide variety of 
media. 
Testing helps the 
school understand 
the pupil, and the 
pupil to better 
understand himself. 
j 
., 
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SCHOLJ,RSHIPS AVAILA3LE FOR C.H.S. STUDENTS 
Graduates o£ Concord- High School have been 
earning substantial scholarships at many col-
leges and universities. Some o£ these schol-
arships are competitive, while others require 
evidence or £inancial need. Practically all 
colleges, many service organizations, indus-
trial organizations, and business concerns 
o£rer substantial scholarships, awards, and 
grants to outstanding students in secondary 
schools. Out students are urged to compete 
ror these scholarships whenever the competi-
tion is based on a project which is in itsel£ 
a worthwhile educational experience. The 
school abides by the recommendations or the 
National Association or Secondary School Prin-
cipals in respect to these controls. 
Local scholarships, available to students 
graduating from Concord High School include: 
1, Concord Woman's Club Scholarships for 
Higher Education (one year only) 
2. Concord Lions Club Scholarship or $100 
3. Music Scholarship or $.50--giver. by the 
Music Department or Concord High School 
4• Anna M. Holland Funds 
,5. Harvard Club or Concord--$400 
6. Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar Scholarship at 
Harvard--two at $4oo each 
7• Munroe Beneficiary Fund at Harvard 
8. The Widow Joanna Hoar Scholarship at 
RadclHre 
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Ready for Hyattsville, (Md.) High School, 
and a first-hand study or our nation's 
capital ••••• Concord student-exchange 
project. 
Full particulars about these local scholar-
ships are available in the guidance office. 
DEADLINE FOR FILING APPLICATION FOR ANY ONE OF 
THESE IS ~ 1ST OF THE SENIOR YEAR. 
Given the informa t ion, it is expected that 
pupils who are serious about scholarsh ips will 
take the initiative in applying ror them. It 
should not be tal~en for granted that an appli-
cation for a scholarship has been made just 
because the pupil mentioned it on his applica-
tion for admission. These are often two very 
different things acted upon by two separate 
college committees. Usually separate blanks 
are required, which are obtainable directly 
£rom the college. Often special tests, such 
as the College Board achievement tests, are 
required of applicants for scholarships. 
Earning and receiving scholarships are both 
a credit to the individual and a reflection of 
credit upon the secondary school from which he 
comes. Scholarships, even those which stipu-
late "need", are not to be t :1ought or as "hand-
outs" or welfare. They are rewards ror earnest 
endeavor and investments in u otential leaders. 
If it were not anticipated -by the donor that 
the returns would benefit society, the suns 
would not be available. 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSES 
ENGLISH 
The courses or study in English at Concord 
High School are concerned with many phases or 
the subject, closely related, but nevertheless 
separate and suggesting dirrerent procedures. 
Grammar, spelling, development or vocabulary, 
punctuation, composition, and the study or 
classic and contemporary literature are all 
included. Emphasis is placed on developing 
skill and e xpressing one's thoughts in clear, 
correct , interesting, and rorcerul Znglish, 
bo t h oral and written. Much practice is given 
in speaking and writing. The basic laws which 
govern English expression and the science or 
grammar are stressed. In literature , the aims 
are to develop skills in reading int elligently 
and discriminately. An excellent outside read-
ing program which aims to promote a love or 
good books and an appreciation or the best in 
current periodicals is provided. 
With these general objectives in mind for 
all classes, the course in English is divided 
every year, into civic and college preparatory 
groups . 
In the civic English courses, emphasis is 
placed upon practical and functional use or 
the mother tongue --- oral and written. Ef-
rort is made to raise the level or apprecia-
tion of good literature, both standard and 
contemporary. 
In the college preparatory courses the em-
phasis is placed upon the development of a 
technical skill in written and oral expression 
which will enable the pupil to continue En-
glish composition on the colleg e level suc-
cessfully. Attention is g iven to the develop-
ment of a literary background which will en-
able the student to meet the demands of care-
rul and critical reading so necessary for 
success in college work. 
In both groups, the literature read in 
class is augmented by ten books read outside 
of school and reported on in class. The read-
ing program has certain restrictions and dis-
tributions which give it the character or 
guided rree reading. 
Increasingly, as equipment permits, audio-
visual aids are being used in the English 
classes. Sound and silent rilms, rilmstrips, 
wire recordings, music and literary records---
all contribute to the better understanding or 
the material studied,ahd orten aid in develop-
ing a deep appreciation or the work being done 
by the class; 
REI1EDIAL READING 
Pupils in Concord High School are enjoying 
an advantage orfered by comparatively fe ,•r hie;h 
schools in the country. The course in remed-
ial reading is designed ror those whose aca-
demic progress is retarded because or deficien-
cies in reading skills. Standardized t ests 
are g iven to all pupils each year. The re-
sults or these tests are carerully studied and 
if individuals show dericiencies in reading, 
they are scheduled to attend remedial classes. 
There are no home assignments, grades, or 
credits given, but much concentrated work is 
done with individuals and groups. Pupils at-
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tend these special classes as long as the need 
exists. In some cases two or t h ree months of 
specialized training is sufficient; in others 
a year or more may be required. During the 
past two years many pupils have progressed 
rapidly under this program. 
CIVIC ENGLISH I 5 credits 
This course g ives much practical instruc-
tion in written and oral English. Functional 
grammar, correct reading habits, vocabulary 
study, and practical forms of compositi on such 
as letter writing are stressed. Literature of 
various types, prose and poetry, both standard 
and modern are r ead , as well as Scholastic, a 
student magazine of national repute. 
COLLEGE ENGLI SH I 5 credits 
This course aims to discover and eliminate 
any basic weaknesses rema ining in written or 
spoken English or the first year pupils. Con-
siderations or sentence structure, paragraph 
development, grammatical laws, spelling, punc-
tuations, and vocabulary study are all renewed 
and expanded, with much oral and written prac-
tice. In literature standard books of various 
types such as poetry, essay, fiction, and 
drama , are studied somewhat intens ively, but 
always with the emphasis on enjoyment or the 
cl ass ic, r a the r than upon critical anP,lysis. 
CIVIC ENGLISH II 5 credits 
English in Civic Sophomore classes extends 
the work done in the first year with a con-
tinued efrort to extract meaning from more 
dirficult paragraphs, to improve · spelling, and 
to increase the knowledge of the meaning of 
words. There is a review and extension or 
sentence and paragraph development, and at-
tempts are made to eliminate a ny s erious gram-
matical errors still persisting in individual 
cases. In literature emphasis is on the in-
rormal study of the works or American authors. 
COLLEGE ENGLISH II 5 credits 
Composition and grammar include units in 
developing outlines for written pap ers and 
oral talks, in the building or effective para-
graphs, in explanatory writing, and in the use 
of the library . Reports of investigations in-
volving research are called for, and the wri-
ting of social letters is taught. In addition 
to the study of the general field or American 
literature climaxed by a special study of Con-
cord authors, an English novel, several Eng-
lish plays, and some modern poetry are read. 
CIVIC ENGLISH III 5 credits 
Correct expression by further study of the 
sentence and parag raph is continued in this 
class. Ease in oral discussions is developed 
and an orderly presentation of topics is found 
important. Correct spelling and vocabulary 
enrichment are emphasized. In lite~ature a 
special study of the short story and the novel 
is made, and standard riction dominates this 
course. A few weeks are spent on drama and 
biography, and a unit on the study of current 
magazines is enjoyed. 
Composition ••• The 
Senior theme ••• 
Improvement of reading ••• 
tachistoscope aids eye 
span and speed ••• 
Oral expression •••• "selling" 
a useful home product •••••• 
COLLEGE ENGLISH III 5 credits 
Every effort is made in this course to 
strengthen skill in written and oral English 
and especially to increas e voc abulary knov/-
ledg e. Continued use of the libra ry for as-
sembling research material is encouraged and 
orig inal writing i n a ny form is fostered. A 
t h oroue h review of the mechanics of writing is 
g iven in this cours e. In lite rature , books of 
several types are stud i ed intensively, with 
emphasis upon characte r study and the true 
presenta tion of life problems rather than upon 
matters of style or structure. These books 
all find their places in the survey of English 
litera ture which unifies this y ear's literary 
study. 
CIVIC ENGLISH IV 5 credits 
The oral English of this fourth year cen-
ters about interest in discussions, using for 
the most part the panel, round table and town 
meeting of the air techniques. International, 
national, state, local, and even school prob-
lems furnish live topics. Details of business 
English are reviewed and re-emphasized. Voca-
bulary study is constantly emphasized. 
COLLEGE ENGLISH IV 5 credits 
Pupils in the Senior Colleg e Preparatory 
class e s in English must keep always in mind 
preparation for entrance examinations and for 
handling of their English work in colleg e. To 
reach these objectives it is necessary to eli-
minate technical errors, to develop power to 
think and to express thoughts logically both 
orally and in writing. Much practice is given 
in precis writing, a valuable exe~cise involv-
ing quick comprehension of material and abili-
ty to express the ideas simply in reduced 
form. In order to understand literature, com-
prehension of ideas from the written page must 
become highly developed, and the critical fac-
ulties must be considerably increased. Poetry, 
drama, fiction, biography and essay are all 
studied fairly intensively, and the pupil must 
constantly strive to enrich his mind with a 
wide reading of the best that has been written 
in the past or in the present day. 
Special - afternoon classes are held once a 
week for a period in the fall and spring in 
review for the College Board examinations or 
other tests which seniors may be called upon 
to meet in their college entrance procedure. 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
LATIN 
The knowledge of Latin is especially impor-
tant in the study of modern foreign languag es 
as well a s Enelish. The literary value is 
found particularly in the two years devoted to 
Cicero and Virg il. But all through the four 
years emphasis is placed upon the influence of 
Latin upon our own languag e. For students who 
wish to bring a clearer understanding of Eng-
lish to their college courses this study is 
particularly desirable. 
LATIN I 5 credits 
The essentials of English grammar are out -
lined as well as the drill in Latin forms and 
usag e required as a groundwork fo" the .,.ears 
ahee.d. EmPhasis is placed on - vocab~lary 
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growth, pronunciation, oral reading , memoriz-
ing and understanding forms, and daily trans-
lations. Special attention is given to the 
forms and uses of the verb, which seem least 
clearly understood in English. The infinitive 
and subjunctive moods are correlated with the 
English usage, and the vocabularies associated 
with the English derivatives. Extra work is 
stimulated by notebooks, drawings, maps, mod-
els, etc. 
LATIN II 5 credits 
Selections are read from the books of Cor-
nelius Nepos and Julius Caesar. Practice and 
drill in sight translations train the eye and 
the thought to pick out word groups~ idioms 
and well-known phras e s, leavine; the new words 
to look up in the dictionary. There is daily 
read ing aloud in the Latin; new words memo-
rized; and home translation for individual 
skill. Outside reading includes the Life of 
Caesar; Roman History from the birth of Caesar 
to the death of Ovid; the techniques of Cae-
sar's warfare as compared with that of today 
and other days. 
LATIN III 5 credits 
Latin II composition; translation; sight 
reading; and comprehension work. Six or more 
orations of Cicero are read. Catiline I, II, 
IV, for their historical and political inter-
est. Archias, for its great tribute to liter-
ature. Marcellus, because it praises the art 
of forg ivene ss, and e xpresses many fine philo-
sophical t h oughts for our daily living. Pom-
~ Military Command, for its historical 
value and its excellent definition of leader-
ship. The Plunder of Syracuse, as it condemns 
the political graft prevalent in all ages. 
Outside Reading--The Life of Cicero; The Roman 
Republic; the American Democracy; Cicero's 
Philosophy; Cicero's Prose Style. 
LATIN IV 5 credits 
I 
Virgil's Aeneid, Books I, II, IV, VI. Vir-
gil is a favorite author, who not only tells a 
story, but stresses the sense of duty and be-
lieves in loyalty to one's family, God and 
country. Selections from the Latin poets, 
Ovid, Horace, and Catullus. The oral reading 
is continued, and meters carefully studied to 
facilitate the scansion terms of prosody, and 
figures of speech are carefully learned, as 
they are the same in English. Outside Reading 
includes the Age of Augustus, the Philosophy 
of Virgil, the Literary Influence of Virgil, 
Latin Style, the Latin Poets. Latin quota-
tions are listed and memorized from both Ci-
cero and Virgil. 
~ 
(LATIN III and LATIN 
being read one y e ar and 
the year 1950-51 Virgil 
FRENCH 
IV alternate, Cicero J 
Virgil the next. In 
will be offered.) 
The main objectives of our classes in 
French are to provide for continuous growth 
and profici ency in the use of the language, 
for acquaintance with the main literary and 
cultural values of France, for appreciation of 
the contribution of France to western culture 
and civilization. The necessity of carefully 
preparing l anguage assignments aloud is em-
phasized. The classroom period is conducted 
in such a way as to make it worthwhile to 
study aloud. Writte n work is assigned each 
day to brine; common weaknesses in grammatical 
usag e to the attention of the pupil. The 
formation of correct reading habits in the 
foreign language without translation into Eng-
lish is urged from the outset. From the very 
beginning and throughout the entire course, 
stress is placed on pronunciation, intonation, 
and the correct grouping of words in oral ex-
•pression. Periodic diagnostic tests on oral 
reading by means of a wire recorder are given 
in order to check and analyze errors in pro-
nunciation and intonation. Dictation and 
aural comprehension exercises are given to in-
dicate progress in the ability to comprehend 
and record what is heard. Projection slides, 
film strips and movies are frequently dis-
played. Classroom newspapers, magazines, 
books in the language , maps, posters, cards, 
pictures, art reproductions, and classical and 
popular records of French music are available 
to all. A pupil is expected to attain a mark 
of C or better before continuing with advanced 
work in this s c.<bj •~c t fi e l :l. 
:<'RBNCH I 5 credits 
Text: 0 1 Brien and LaFrance "First Year 
French ." Outside reading in Heath's "Graded 
French Readers " required of "A" and " B" pupils 
during the second semester. 
FRENCH II 5 credits 
Text :: 0' Brien and LaFrance " Second Year 
French ." Outside reading in Heath's "Graded 
French Readers" required of "A" and " Ll " pu-
pils throughout the year. Reading texts in-
clude a collection of short stories, a novel, 
and se lected readings in a history of France. 
FRENCH III 5 credits 
Text: Fraser, Squair, Parker "French Com-
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position and Reference Gra=ar." Reading texts 
include plays, novels, and short storie~. Out-
side reading is required of all pupils thro~­
out the year. Occasionally trips are arranged 
to attend a French movie, an exhibition of 
French art, a program of French music or some 
meeting of interest in Boston. 
FRENCH IV 5 credits 
Text: Fraser, Squair, Parker "French Com-
position and Reference Grammar." Review of 
the basic structure of the language and an in-
tensive study of advanced grammatical princi-
"Avez-vous vu •• " 
Round your lips ••• 
ples with their practical application in com-
pos i tion . A survey (selected readings) of 
French literature. 
SPANISH 
SPANISH I 5 credits 
A careful study of the ~ssentials of gram-
mar and syntax is made. Attention is paid to 
correct pronunciation and to the understanding 
of simple spol(en Spanish. Stress is laid on 
the Latin American dialect rather than on the 
Castilian, as t he former dialect is :,ore ad-
vantageous in the field of commerc e . Simple 
reading assignments include stories and news-
papers. Full use is made of songs to improve 
pronunciation and understanding of the lan-
guage . 
A Spanish class tries 
its pronunciation on 
the wire recorder, a 
useful aid to learning . 
It's a brachistochrone 
or a tautochrone ••••• 
depends upon how you use it. 
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SPANISH II S credits 
A thorough review is given of first year 
grammar plus advanced grammar. Stress is laid 
on conversation and composition. ~eadine texts 
include condensed versions of some of the 
Spanish masters: Ceryantes, Padre Isla, Tirso 
de Molina and others. Latin American nevis-
papers are read in order to understand t h e 
social and commercial life of Latin America. 
MATHEMATICS 
ALGEBJ1A I S credits 
Algebra is a course for college preparatory 
pupils. It covers fundamental laws and opera-
tions, linear equations, special products, 
· factoring, fractions and factional equations, 
simultaneous equations, graphs, formulas and 
v erbal problems. Algebra grows out of ari th-
metic. Therefore, a pupil who elects this 
course should have done satisfactory work in 
arithmetic. 
ALGEBRA II S credits 
A college preparatory course offered in 
Grade 10. Algebra I is reviewed as a prepara-
tion for studyine linear, simultaneous ruid 
quadratics equations, construction and use of 
graphs, logarithms, binomial theorems, arith-
metic and ge ometric series, and trigonometry. 
Special emphasis is pla ced upon verbal prob-
lems in order to develop critical thinking. 
This course completes the work in algebra 
which is required for general admission to 
college. Only pupils who receive a grade of C 
or better in Algebra I may elect this course. 
PLANE GEOMETRY S credits 
Plane Geometry is a college preparatory 
course offered in Grade 11. This course is a 
study of demonstrative geometry in which the 
logical development of the subject matter is 
the fundamental characteristic. The facts and 
principles of Plane Geometry are organized 
around the following themes: Congruency, par-
allelism, similarity, proportionality·, direct 
and indirect measurement, loci and construc-
tion. 
Pupils are required to solve many orig inal 
exercises. The ability to solve original ex-
ercises is first developed by the use of alge-
braic concepts. It is therefore important to 
have a successful bac.kground in alg ebra. 
SENIOR MATHEMATICS S credits 
A concentrated mathematics course consist-
ing of solid geometry, trigonometry and an 
introduction to analytical geometry and the 
calculus. Open only to seniors who have ob-
tained C 1 s or better in both algebra and geo-
metry. It is recommended that only those who 
have obtained an A or B should enroll, as the 
course is on a high level and is very compre-
hensive. 
Trigonometry deals with a study of the re-
lations of the sides and angles of triangles, 
and of methods for determining missing sides 
or angles when certain of the parts are known. 
This information is useful to the surveyor, 
range-finder, navigator, in construction work, 
and in the further study of higher mathematics. 
A study of logarithms is included, providing 
j 
) 
l 
shorter methods of solving problems involving 
complicated multiplication and division, ex-
pansion of numbers to specified powers, and 
extraction of roots and numbers. 
Solid Geometry deals with the relations, 
properties, and measurements of solids, sur-
faces, lines and angles, It is a study prima-
rily of figures in space, or three-dimensional 
figures such as cubes,spheres and polyhedrons, 
Plane sections of these solids are the fig-
ures used in plane geometry. 
The review of Algebra is for the purpose of 
refreshing the memories especially of those 
students who plan to take College Board exami-
nations in either January or April. Algebra 
is also reviewed as is necessary for the prop-
par understanding of geometry and trigono-
metry. 
Certain elements of analytical geometry and 
the calculus are introduced near the end of 
the year as an introduction to college mathe-
matics and to aid the transition from high 
school to college mathematics. 
PRACTICAL MATHEMATICS S credits 
The objectives of this course are to pro-
vide, as the name implies, a practical under-
standing of the basic uses of mathematics such 
as the average person will need to cope with 
in daily life, These uses require an under-
standing of measurement, reasonable skills in 
the fundamental processes, of fire and life 
insurance, of interest and the conditions of 
borrowing and repaying money, how to read and 
interpret graphs, maps and floor plans, a 
knowledge of lines and angles, ability to find 
square root of a number, the use of formulas, 
symbols, and signed numbers, and how to con-
v ert one system of measurement into terms of 
another, as from English to metric system, 
Perhaps the most fundamental value obtained 
from any course in mathematics will be the 
development of the ability to reason and solve 
verbal problems. Continued practice in ana-
lyzing such problems and pursuing them to a 
logical conclusion is emphasized. 
"Tangents to a circle 
from an exte~nal point 
are equal ••• 
Parents remember? 
Since Practical Mathematics will be an end-
course for many high school pupils, some ex-
ploration into the fields of Algebra, Plane 
Geometry, and the elemental parts of Trigono-
metry is undertaken. Many, of course, will 
receive more study of these matters by follow-
ing up with Applied Mathematics in a later 
year, 
In brief, Practical Mathematics will aim to 
satisfy the mathematical needs of the g ood, 
average citizen rather than the specialist in 
the fields of mathematics. 
COMi1lERCIAL ARITHMETIC S credits 
The general purposes of the course are to 
develop in the minds of the pupils an ideal of 
absolute accuracy. A familiarity with the 
business applications of arithmetic is pro-
vided, Both the why and the how of business 
arithmetic are explained and carried out. Vo-
cational and social values ar6 woven into the 
day by day work. 
Objectives: 
1. 
2. 
J, 
4. 
s. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9· 
10. 
Appreciation of neatness in written 
work, 
Knowledge of the value of accuracy. 
To provide an arithmetical backg round 
necessary for the accept a nce of an of-
fice position, 
Ability to use the fundamental pro-
cesses intelligently, 
Knowledge of practical business problem 
applications. 
Knowle dge of the use and setup of com-
mon business forms, 
Ability to interpret charts and dat a . 
Ability to follow directions, 
Corrmtand of word tools in the commerci al 
fi eld. 
Ability to recognize and use the Metric 
System. 
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APPLIED MATHEMATICS 
Grades 11 and 12 
S credits 
The course in applied mathematics is pri-
marily for the Terminal group. It is an 
essential for those pupils who have had no 
mathematics since the freshman yea~. A great 
deal of time is spent on the greater mastery 
of the fundamental processes. The core of the 
work emanates from work which has a carry-over 
value into real life situations. An example 
would be the planning in a mathematical way 
for the senior class banquet, quantities of 
food needed, financial preparation, etc. Some 
time is given over to figuring of batting 
averages, team standings, fielding averages, 
etc., particularly at the start of the bas e.-
ball season. 
Work in elementary algebra, geometry, nnl 
trigonometry is also taken as it applies t o 
carry-over values. Formula and equation work, 
is deemed necessary in the solving of problems 
dealinc; with the farm, shop and home. 
Rapid workers are given the opp ortunity to 
develop extra units of work. 
NATURAL SCIENCE 
GENERAL SCIENCE 5 credits 
The topics covered in this course are the 
following: Air and how we use it; air and 
fire; air and breathing; air and health;water; 
foods and how we use them; heating; lighting; 
machines; communic a tion; transportation; 
electricity; radio; changing life upon the 
earth. 
CIVIC BI OLOGY S credits 
This course includes a brief study of Bota-
ny and Zoology. Specia l emphasis and stress 
is placed on Physiology, the Study of the 
structu re and functions of the hQ~an body in 
relation to the health of the individual. The 
student becomes well acquainted with the 
digestive system, the respiratory system, the 
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nervous system, the skeleton and the general 
functions of the body. This knowledge should 
equip the student with such facts about the 
body and its care as will enable him to main-
tain his health on a hich level. 
There are no laboratory periods conducted 
in the Civic Biology course, 
COLLEGE BIOLOGY S credits 
An introductory study of the phyla of the 
plant and animal kingdom including a classifi-
cation and nomenclature of the various organ-
isms, is featured in this course, A laboratory 
period each week provides the opportunity for 
the student to study specimens and charts, and 
to make detailed drawings of his observations. 
It is desirable that the student interpret his 
environment in terms of his findi ngs, so that 
the commonplace will have a richer, fuller 
Oscar ••• always oblig ing 
••• immodest character. 
meaning to him. Pupils are encouraged to 
undertake biological projects outside of 
school for extra credits. This enables those 
of exceptional ability to apply themselves to 
the science of biology beyond the class 
average. The course includes subject matter 
necessary in the preparation for Colleee Board 
Examinations. 
GENERAL CHEMISTRY S credits 
A non-academic, ,practical, simple yet 
scientific course giving to the students an 
appreciation of what a n intelligent consumer 
should know and understand about how chemistry 
has and is affecting our everyday life. 
Students will p erform many practical experi-
ments concerned with everyday living . This 
course should prove useful as a general 
cultural course for students who p r obabl y will 
not continue their formal education beyond 
High School. 
I 
l 
Actual blood type tests 
being made by students. 
On the right: Yes, Doc, he 
qualif'ies. 
COLLIDE CHEMISTRY 5 credits 
This course is intended for the students 
who plan to continue their education bey ond 
Hic h School. It includes a study of the prop-
arations, properti es, and uses of the common 
organic and inore anic substances as well as 
the f undamental facts, laws, and theories of 
chemistry . The pupil gains experience in the 
use or laboratory apparatus and procedure 
through individual and g roup experiments. A 
successful year of freshman algebra is 
neces sary for the solution or chemical prob-
lems. Some of the rundamentals related to 
atomic energy are included in this course. 
Chemistry is recommended for those who are 
planning to enter scientiric careers . 
APPLIED SCIENCE 5 credits 
Applied science is planned ror students who 
want a final course in science more advanced 
than general science. It is orfered as an 
1.5 
Studying volcanoes in science 
prompts two students to use 
art media for a "live" model. 
elective paralleling t he chemistry and physics 
in the high school course. Rec ent scientific 
developments will be discussed, such as 
nuclear science, atomic energy , useful radio-
activity, use of high energy rays to sterilize 
drugs such as penicillin and research in food 
technology. 
PHYSICS 5 credits 
Physics is a study of mechanics, he a t, 
light, sound and electricity. These subje c ts 
are studied by use of rea dings, experimenta-
tion and visual aids. The p ractic al applica-
tions of physics are emphasized. A g ood 
mathematical background is necessary, and a 
pupil should have demonstrated mathematical 
ability selecting the course. Each student 
plans and executes some project dealing with 
physics as a course requirement. The project 
can also be used in the various science !'airs 
in which the students can enter. Open to 
seniors. 
New social studies "laboratory" is a well-equipped room which 
better assists in promoting the desirable understandings and 
attitudes o£ students. 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP 5 credits 
A study o£: 
1. Orientation to the school. 
2. Political and economic eeography; to 
make intellieible the study of current events 
which will continue throughout the year. 
3. Preparation for adult living (social 
and economic). 4. Citizenship in the world community. 
Subject matter formerly covered in Elemen-
tary Bu siness and Cormnercial Geography is now 
included in this course, making it o£ especial 
importance to students who plan to make busi-
ness their career. 
COLLEGE 'NORLD HI STORY 5 credits 
This course surveys the whole extent o£ 
History, with emphasis on important events, 
personalities and developments, and include13 
.t siatic and Latin American elements as well as 
European. The importance o£ geographical 
areas, and o£ the contribution o£ the past to 
the present is stressed. 
Freshmen should elect either Civics and 
Citizenship or World History. 
CIVIC WORLD HISTORY 5 credits 
As above. 
PSYCHOLOGY AND SOCI OLOGY 5 credits 
In essence, this course treats with: 
A. The individual (happiness) 
l.~ental hygiene: principles, tech-
niques, practical applications 
2. Normal development: adjustment with 
special emphasis on healthy adoles-
cence and maturity 
3. Abnormalities: the complex and gen-
eral immaturity in adults 4. Clear thinking~ logic, self-decep-
tion, patterns of propag anda 
B. Society (justice and peace) 
1. Culture and concept, anthropology and 
psychometrics 
2. ~estern civilization: Christianity 
and Democracy 
3. Psycholo8 ical basis of cont emporary 
problems: economic and political 
U. S. HISTORY 5 credits 
As required by the state law, this course 
covers the whole extent of American History, 
with special emphasis on: 
1 - the Constitution 
2 - the years £allowing the Civil War 
3 - correlation with contemporary pro .J -
lems, national and international, 
political and economic 
Non-college pupils should elect U. S.His-
tory in Grade 11; college-preparatory pu-
pils should elect this course in Grade 12. 
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MOD:;;RN PROBLEMS 5 credits 
This course consists of an examination of 
problems and issues in contemporary life, with 
the purpose of presenting democratic ideas and 
practices. Topics in the following areas 
are considered: Newspapers and Public Opinion, 
Big Business and Big Government, Unemployment, 
Minorities, Labor, etc. 
ECONOMICS AND COMMERCIAL LAW 5 credits 
This course is planned to familiarize stu-
dents with the scope of business, with its 
organizational practices, and with the princi-
ples underlying its activities. Emphasis is 
placed on the student as a consumer, as a wage 
earner, and as a citizen in a democracy where 
contemporary problems must be analyzed in 
economic as well as political terms. 
Commerci a l Law is intended to give students 
an understanding of the legal point of view, a 
knowledge of the b asic laws of business, and 
an awareness of the complexities of legal sit-
uations and relationships. Students ar e ex-
pected to learn to protect themselves in 
simple circumstances and to consult experts 
when conditions warrant. 
DRIVER EDUCATION 
A full course in Driver Education is 
offered to qualified students in Concord High 
School. This includes classroom instruction 
in the rules and regulations of the road, 
proper attitudes, and understandings of the 
construction, maintenance and op eration of the 
motor car. It also includes "behind the wheel" 
training. A dual control car is used to pro-
vide actual drivine instruction. On completion 
of the course, state inspectors visit the 
scho ol to examine candidates and award state 
driving licenses to those who qualify. 
In order to apply for this course a pupil 
must meet the following requirements: 
1. He must be 16 years of age on or before 
October 1, 1950 for the first semester class 
Students get look at 
what makes new driver 
education car tick •• 
or before February 1, 1951 for the second 
semester class. 
2. He must submit written permission from 
his parents. 
3. He must maintain satisfactory achieve-
ment in the classroom work in order to contin-
ue "behind the wheel" training. 
Only a limited number of pupils can be trained 
each semester. The order of priority will be 
seniors, juniors, sophomores, and freshmen. 
Credit toward graduation is not given for 
this course. Registration must be made on a 
special blank which may be obtained at the 
guidance office or in the office of the prin-
clpal. 
Requests for regis tration for the first 
semester course made after June lst will be 
refused unless vacancies still exist in the 
class roster. 
FINE ARTS 
FREEHAND DRAWING ~ credit per period 
The Freehand Drawing course is an elective 
subject offered to students in all four years 
of high school. It is the aim of this program 
to enrich the lives of the students through 
practical, appreciational, and creative ex-
periences in Art. 
The work is carried on an individual 
interest basis with the study of basic princi-
ples in drawing, paintine, desig n, color, 
lettering, poster-work, commercial art, illus-
trating and some modeling and crafts. The 
student has a chance to use a variety of media 
and learn the techniques of water color, 
tempera, and oil painting, pastel, charcoal, 
pencil, pen and ink, clay, and knowledge of 
various crafts. 
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Freehand Drawing is a credit course. 1 
credit ror two periods a week and additional 
credits ir taken more orten. It is not only a 
worthwhile course, but it's fun. You learn to 
enjoy life more rully through selr-satisfac-
tion of seeing in "black and white" or color 
what you really can do to express your ideas; 
you gain an understanding or and appreciation 
for things in e.rt and your everyday life; also 
you are happier, ror you share your abilities 
in numerous ways, helping in school and com-
munity activities. 
MUSIC 
The Music Program in the Concord High 
School is designed ror the cultural and educa-
tional deve.lopment or its students, through a. 
well-balanced program of music education, 
which will meet the needs of all students. 
SIIDING 
1. Boys' Glee Club ~credit 
Class meets once each week, Its primary 
purpose is to afford boys the pleasure and 
satisfaction which come s from g roup singins 
Selections will include popular, semi-popu-
lar and some of the better known classics, 
Emphasis is placed on inton ation, rhythm, 
tone, diction, phrasing, dynamics, breath 
control, balance, interpretation and appre-
ciation. 
2. Girls' Glee Cl~b ~credit 
Group studies and sings representative cho-
ral compositions of the early masters to 
the present day composer s , Especial atten-
tion is given to intonation, rhythm, tone, 
diction, phrasing, dynamics, breath control, 
balance, interpretation and appreciation. 
J, Mixed Chorus 
Once or twice each month 
girls' g lee clubs will be 
group singing ~ 
the boys' and 
combined for 
4. The Operetta or Musical Concert 
In the spring an operetta or a concert will 
be presented by the music department. 
Members of the boys' and girls' glee clubs 
will be given preference for participation 
in the performance. Rehearsals will be 
held after school at a time, nrutually con-
venient to both students and instructor. 
S. Choral-Chamber Music 
Opportunity for advance solo or vocal cham-
ber music study for outstanding students. 
Rehearsals are held during study periods or 
after school. Importance is placed on good 
musicianship, 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
1. Band 1 credit · 
Three periods each week from September to 
December 1st, one period each week from 
December to June. Study of representative 
marches and symphonic music. Emphasis is 
placed upon the fundamental band ensemble, 
rhythm, intonation, phrasing, tone, bal-
ance, breathing, tongueing and interpreta-
tion. 
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2, Orchestra 1 credit 
Meets one period each week from September 
to December lst; three periods each week 
from December to June. Study of classic 
and modern music of moderate difficulty. 
~nphasis is placed upon the fundamental 
orchestral ensemble, rhythm, intonation, 
bowing , phrasing, tone, pitch, dynamics and 
interpretation. 
J, Solo-Chamber Music 
Outstanding instrumentalists are encouraged 
and trained for advanced studies in chamber 
music and solo studies, Rehearsals are 
held during study periods or after school. 
Emphasis is placed upon good musicianship. 
4. Dance-Swing Orchestra 
Students interested in this type of music 
are given encouragement and guidance by the 
Director of Music. Rehearsals will be held 
after school, Emphasis is placed upon the 
technique and interpretation of popular 
dance music, 
MUSIC APPRECIATION, THEORY AND HARMONY A--:.. 
(Will be offered 1950-51) 1 credit 
The study of music appreciation is designed 
for quiet listening, intelligent understanding, 
and appreciation of g ood music through the 
media of phonograph records, films, and text-
books. The course consists of: 
A. Fundamental principles of music, 
3, Fundamental principles of musical con-
struction. 
C, Analysis and study of form, 
D. Opera, choral and voice. 
E. Study of symphonic music through rec-
ords, 
F. Biography of American and European 
musicians, 
G. Recognition of symphonic instruments, 
tone color and range. 
H, Radio music. 
The function of theory study in the high 
school is to clarify the structure, texture 
and notation of music in order that the stu-
dent may become more intelligent both as 
listener, performer, and writer, 
The function of the study of harmony in the 
high school is to guide and direct creative 
activities. This course is based on the study 
of: 
1. 
2. 
~-: s. 
6. 
Major-minor scales, construction and 
key signatures. 
Study of intervals. 
Chord construction. 
Original melody writing. 
Harmonization of melody and figured 
bass. 
Harmonic analysis. 
Aim-to learn to listen to music intelligently, 
Class meets twice each week. 
MUSIC APPRECIATION, THEORY AND HARMONY &:< 
(Not offered 1950-Sll 1 credit 
Including a study of classic, romantic, and 
modern music, the course also goes on to cover 
the major operas, to put to practice the 
knowledge of theory, the study of dynamics, 
study of the seven clefs, arithmetic of music, 
I 
correct writing habits, recognition of basic 
rhythm, and elementary orchestration. 
History of Music: 
A. American Music (cl assic and jazz) 
Bo Asiatic Music 
c. Latin American Music 
D. Negro Music 
E. Europ e an Mus i c 
Theory and Harmony: 
A. Study of Tetrachord 
B. Study of interv als(augmental, diminish, 
7th and 9th chords) 
C. S tudy of sequence 
The orchestra at work 
in one of t he regular 
rehears al periods 
"Painting a rainbow for a 
rainy day" 
r 
D. Study of adv a nced rhythm 
E. Orig inal melody writing 
F. Harmonizat i on of fit:;ured bas s 
G. Harmonic analysis 
Aim-to learn to l is ten to music intelligently. 
Class meets t wi ce each week. 
Pupils who are interested in any of the above 
musical activities are reques t ed to make known 
their d esires, in order that the Di r e ctor of 
Music may make the necessary arrangements. 
* Thes e cours es will be g i ven alternate ye ars. 
Course B may be elected whe t her or not the 
student-has previous l y taken Course ~· 
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PRACTICAL ARTS 
FOODS AND Nti'TRITION 
Grade 9 
5 credits 
This course will strive to g ive each stu-
dent the principles of home meal planning, 
preparation, and serving . Each student is ex-
pected during the course of her work to pre-
pare and serve a breal~ast , a luncheon, and a 
dinner, observing all basic principles of 
budget i ng, purchasing, prepari ng and serving 
the meals attractively. 
Units: 
1-Nutrition and food selec tion 
2-Food buying and preservat ion 
)-Preparation and serving of family meals 
4-Management of time and equipment 
5 -Fore i e n food 
6-Me al p lanninr; for special occasions 
"The way to a man's 
heart ...... . 
CLOTHING & TEXTILES 
Grade 10 
5 credits 
The purpose of the course in Clothing and 
Textiles is to teach the pupil to solve the 
bas ic construction problems necessary in 
simple sewing. The pupil is taught how to 
select materials and clothing with regard to 
material, good design and color as a well-
informed consumer. 
The instruction in sewing includes the use 
and care of the sewing machine, the use and 
alteration of commercial patterns and various 
types of hand-sewing. Some of the various 
processes taught are the application of zip-
pers, bias b i nding, facings, hemmine , button-
holes ( worked , bound, machine), collars, 
pockets, plackets, and various types of seams. 
TII::!: HOl.ill, ITS CARE AND M.ANLGEMENT 
Grade 11 
5 credits 
The central aim of this course is to devel-
op i n the students the desire and ability to 
maintain attractive and e ff icient homes. In 
this progr am aspects of the problem, such as 
principles of interior decoration and arrange-
ment, budgeting time, money, and energy, and 
efficient purchasing and using of household 
furnishings and equipment will be studied. 
Each student will have practical experience in 
meeting the se problems through work in the 
Home Management Room. 
Units: 
1-House selection and construction 
2-Furnishing the house 
)-Management of the house 
4-Home finances 
5-Consumer education 
6-Home grounds 
Learning by doing also 
contributes to the school 
setting. 
THE FAMILY AND ITS MEMBERS 
Grade 12 
5 credits 
This course aims to develop in the students 
the ideas of' a wholesome f'arnily relationship. 
It will touch upon many aspects of' f'amily 
lif' e , such as home nursing and child care, 
leisure time activities, community responsibi-
lities, considerations of' selection of' a mar-
riage partner, responsibilities of' marriag e, 
and a brief' insight into the various skills a 
Homemaker should have. 
Uni t s: 
1 - The history of the family 
2 - The family and the community 
.3 - Marriage and its responsibilities 
4 - Child care 
5 - Home nursing 
o - Fundamentals of sewing and cooking 
7 - Good grooming 
8 - Choice of' vocation and avocation 
(leisure time activities) 
IND USTRIAL ARTS 
The Industrial Arts Department provides 
individual working areas in each of several 
types of industrial work. Here the shop pro-
cesses of changing low value raw material to 
products of high practical and cultural value · 
are taught by occupational orientation along 
with saf'e work habits. 
WOODWORKING I 5 credit s 
In the freshman year the program covers the 
con s t ruction of small projects such as tables , 
st0ols , wa ll she l ves , etc . using hand tools. 
This i nv olves pr act i ce i n ma king various wood -
working joints , and in applying the s e s kills to 
simple projects . Bas i c methods of finish ing 
are learned . 
Home study or projects are r equired . 
WOODWORKING II 
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5 credit s 
More advanced types of' home furniture and 
cabinets are made in sophomore woodwo rki ng . 
This is possible through the use of power 
driven working machines such as lathes, table 
saw, band saw, mortising machines, jointer and 
planer. Work experience in repair of' school 
and home f'urniture is encouraged. 
Home study or projects are required . 
AUTO MECHANICS 5 credits 
Juniors may select Fundamentals of' Automo-
bile Mechanics which delves into the practical 
application of the physical laws and the 
methods of' maintenance and preventative main-
tenance of the modern automobile. 
Home study or projects are require d. 
MACHINE SHOP PRACTICE 5 credits 
In the Machine Shop the senior boy is 
taught the fundamentals of the machinist trade 
by use of modern tools such as the screw cut-
ting lathe, shaper, milling machine, g rinding 
machines, and drill press;precision machinists 
tools are also used in various exercises. Vlork 
experiences are given in the care and servic-
ing of equipment. 
Home study or projects are requi_red . 
11.ECHANICAL DRAWING t credit per period 
per week 
The Mechanical Drawing course is also of' -
fered to students, boys or g irls, all four 
years of' high school. If' you are interested 
in learning how to "draw a straight line" _this 
is the course, for you have instruments to 
help you. 
Auto mechanics course has a 
strong appeal to young men. 
Machi ne pr ac t i ce increase s 
empl oyabil ity af t er h i gh ~ 
schoo l . 
The course gives you a foundation in the 
skills of using mechanical instruments and 
techniques for drawing plans of machine parts, 
woodworking and sheet metal work, house plans, 
airplane or automobile parts, and a knowledge 
of b lueprint reading. It is a g ood course for 
those interested in model making for you can 
learn how to make your own plans. 
It is important in mechanical drawing to be 
accurate in measuring and neat in workmanship. 
Ability in fre ehand drawing is not necessary; 
however, it is helpful. You might design; 
that is,make plans for a model of a jet plane, 
but if you make a mistake on your plans in 
the dimensions, you may find out too late in 
building it, that you haven't any room for the 
motor. Accuracy is imperative. 
Mechanical Drawing is a credit course. 1 
credit for two periods a week and additional 
credits if you take it more often. 
This is a worthwhile course, especially for 
those who are going to a technical college or 
for those who can't take courses i n Industrial 
Arts. If you are interested in making and 
building things, you will want to take Mechan-
ical Drawing. 
PREVOCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL COURSES 
FUNDAMENTALS OF ELECTRICITY 5 credits 
Fundamentals of Electricity is g iven to ex-
pose the underlying principles of all types of 
electric motors and generators, transformers, 
series and parallel circuits, and the radio 
tube to the pupil. Repairs to home electrical 
equipment are encouraged. 
Home study or projects are required. 
FUNDAMENTALS OF RADIO 5 credits 
For the senior pupil Fundamentals of Radio 
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is developed from "The Edison Effect" through 
regenerative, tuned radio frequency and super-
heterodyne receivers to the tuning and testing 
of the school radio station WIRNV. Repairs to 
personal radios are encouraged. 
Home study or projects are required. 
TYPEWRITING I 2! credits 
An introductory course including knowledge 
of the machine parts, care of the machine, 
correct technique of operation, mastery of the 
keyboard, development of typing skills with 
special emphasis on accuracy, and the begin-
ning work of correct set-up of typewritten 
work. It includes principles or centering, 
addressing envelopes, personal and business 
letter-writing, manuscript material and carbon 
copy work. This course is essential for stu-
dents interested in the commercial field and 
is highly recommended for college preparatory 
students. 
TYPEWRITING II 2! credits 
A course designed to develop greater pro-
ficiency in typewriting. Accuracy and speed 
are steadily increased through drills and 5 
and 10 minute timed writings. Class work in-
cludes letter writing, tabulation,set-up work, 
simple business forms, dictation at the type-
writer, composing at the typewriter, typing 
letters of application. Applicant must have 
received at least "C" in typewriting I. 
BOOKKEEPING I 5 credits 
A complete one-year course in the funda-
mentals of bookkeeping and recordkeeping with 
the emphasis on small business. Subject 
matter includes bookkeeping cycle, financial 
statements, special journals, subsidiary ledg-
ers, use of business papers, and a brief 
introduction to partnership and corporation 
accounting. This course is given at the 
eleventh grade level for pupils in the commer-
cial field who have successfully passed a 
commercial mathematics course. 
SHORTHAND I 5 credits 
A course that is planned to develop a 
thorough knowledge and application of the 
basic theory principles of Gregg shorthand and 
to enable students to gain skill in reading. 
Efficiency in taking and reading dictation is 
insured by the inclusion of graded dictation 
during the last half of the year. This study 
is available to all interested in the commer-
cial field. A mark of at least "C" in English 
II is required for admission to this course. 
SHORTHAND II 5 credits 
The student progresses from theory to dic-
tation and transcription. Practice is given 
in taking not only business letters, but gen-
eral matter having wide vocabulary range. A 
mark of at least "C" in Shorthand I is re-
quired for admission to this course. 
CO-OPERATIVE WORK-STUDY AND CLERICAL 
TRAINING PROGRAM 10 credits 
This is a new course which is being planned 
to start in September, 1950. It will be open 
to senior girls who have successfully com-
pleted bookkeeping and at least one year of 
typewriting. Pupils will have a job in a 
nearby office and will work a mini~~ of 15 
hours per week of afternoons starting at about 
1:00 P.M. and perhaps including Saturday morn-
ing. Each girl will alternately work for a 2-
week period and then for two weeks have a 
double period class. Classroom instruction 
during this time will include office machines, 
filing, bookkeeping, telephoning, transcrip-
tion, and general clerical procedures. The 
work outside of school will be under school 
supervision and the mark for the course will 
be determined by the teacher and the employer. 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
The physical education program includes 
active participation in seasonal competitive 
and recreational activities. The program is 
designed to develop fundamental skills, or-
ganic power, wholesome attitudes, a high 
standard of conduct, and skilled leadership. 
It is impossible to realize all objectives in 
school periods, so after-school activities 
continue for girls and boys in the form of 
vars i ty sports, intramurals and recreational 
activity. 
The activities for boys include soccer, 
football, tag football, cross country, indoor 
track, basketball, baseball, softball, outdoor 
track, ice hockey, volley ball, badminton, 
tennis, golf, and gymnastics. Activities for 
girls include soccer, field hockey, basketbal~ 
softball, archery, tennis, track, golf, modern 
dancing, folk dancing, and gymnastics. 
The physical education program also aids 
boys and girls in acquiring certain es~ential 
health knowledge, and in establishing certain 
health habits that will maintain maximum func-
tioning of the body. 
SCHOOL HEALTH 
The health program in the school covers a 
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Physical education involves 
more than sports. 
very broad field 
concerned in its 
velopment. 
and a great many people are 
function and successful de-
It is divided into the following classifi-
cations: health education, service, and 
supervision. 
The aims of health education may be stated 
as follows: 1. To instruct children and youth 
so that they may conserve and improve their 
own health. 2. To establish in them the 
habits and principles of living which through-
out their school life and in later years will 
aid in providing that abundant vigor and vi-
tality which are a foundation for the greatest 
possible happiness and service in personal, 
family, and community life. 
The chtld's first experience with school 
service starts with his visit to school for 
pre-school registration and physical examina-
tion, and if necessary, treatment to provide 
immunization against Diptheria and Smallpox. 
Remediable defects are noted and parents are 
urged to have them corrected before school 
opens. 
This experience helps a great deal to ac-
quaint the child with the school and get him 
ready mentally and physically to make his 
adjustment to school life in the fall. 
In the High School period an X-ray or the 
chest is taken during the senior year and 
examination for re-a~~ssion to school after 
illness including communicable disease. First 
aid and care of accidents and sudden sickness 
occurring at school is anothe r health service. 
Health supervision refers to instruction in 
relation to the aspects· of health, such as 
habits of personal hyeiene, clothing, exercis~ 
rest, nutrition, social and mental adjustments, 
the observing of physical defects and seeing 
to their correction. 
Clinic car e s f o r cut s and cas ualtie s . 
THE ACTIVITY PROGRAM 
The activity program at Concord High School 
is an important part of each individual's ex-
perience. All learnine does not take place in 
the classroom. Accumulating information and 
developing an agile mind can only partially 
meet the needs of the individual in today 1 s 
society. The development of character, 
personality, citizenship, social responsibil-
ity, and. the knack of getting along with 
other people are all important and necessary 
attributes for a happy, well-adjusted, 
intelligent individual. These characteristics 
are not developed solely from reading books, 
writing compositions, or reciting in class. 
They must be gained through direct experience 
in doing things which require the development 
and possession of such traits. Today, more 
than ever, colleges are greatly inte1•ested in 
the non-scholastic curricular activities which 
candidates have participated in during their 
high school careers. 
Each year, a number of dances are held at 
the high school,some formal and some informal. 
The responsibility for planning decorations, 
music, publicity and financial arrangements 
is given student committies under supervision. 
Each year, a school play is produced by 
members of the student body. Here again, all 
of the arrangements required to produce a 
successful performance are placed in the hands 
of students under faculty supervision. 
Each class has its own organization '.Vi 
officers and executive committee, who plan an 
carry out activities in the name of that clas 
A Student Council assists 
making. Their activities 
and approving a budget for student act 
funds; meeting with council members from 
schools to discuss mutual problema; acting as 
a clearing house for student requests and 
suggestions, improving conditions in the cafe-
teria, corridors; and in general, attempting 
to maintain a high standard of school morale. 
Traffic guides have 
in the corridors and through their own organ-
ization, work out ways and means of improving 
traffic conditions within the school. 

P ROGR AM OF ST UDIES 
SCHOOL YEAR 1950- 51 
S b " t F "e l d u JeC l ~ ' Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 1 1 
Grade 1 2 
.,.. , .• ' 
Eng l ish Civic Eng li sh I Civic English II Civic E ng . I II ~vic _~sh IV 
Col l e g e Eng . I College Eng . II Coil. Eng. I II . Q~llee;e ·. . . IV 
.,.- ;... . ·- ... ~r 
' 
. .. , 
F o::oeign Latin I Latin I Latin I / - ~ )ja,t"11,1 .~i I , ,_ , 
Language s F renc h I Lat i n II Latin II .. ~ (!;"!:i'ti'h 'III '' ' 
French I Latin I II ·L:~tin I V . 
French II 
. ' 
F rench I :F"rencli II 
Spanish I ·· French II - French III 
French III French I V 
Span ish I 
~ pS:ri i sh'" IIJl!~-
Spa'nish II 
Mathematics Al gebra I Algebra II App lied , Math. Applied Ma,th . 
Practical Commercial P,~ne :G~ometry Senior : Math . 
Math . Math . 
Appii"~Ti:, . sc_.i~nce .. · "t-- '1 . Natural Col l e ge Gen- Civ i c Biology Physics 
Scienc e eral Sc ience Coll. Biology Col l. ' Chemistry l 
Civic Genera l Gen. Chem . 
Science \ 
Social Civi c s and Civ . World Civic Amer . Coll . U . S . Histor;y 
Studies Citizenship History History E c·qn . ~ Commerical 
Coll, Wor l d Socio l ogy & Law 
History Psycho l og y Modern Prob l ems 
Fine Arts F re ehand, Draw. F reehand Draw. F reehand Draw. Freehand Draw . 
Music Apprec . Music Apprec . :Music Apprec. Music Apprec. 
Boys, Gir l s and Boys , Girls and Boys, Gi r l s and Boys, Gi r ls and 
Mixed Choruses Mixed Choruses Mixe d Choruses Mixed Choruses 
Band Band Band Band 
Orchestra Orchestra Orchestra Orchestra 
Practical F oods and Clothes and The Home, 
.lts Family and 
Arts Nutrit i on Textiles Car e and Man - I ts Members 
Woodworking Woodworking II agement Mach i ne Shop 
Mech . Draw i n g Mech . Drawing Auto . Mechanics Practice 
Mech. Drawing Mech . Drawing 
Pre - Typewriting I Bookke eping I Cooperative Work 
Vocational Shorthand I Study Cl er i ca l 
and Typewriting II Pr ogram 
Vo cational F undamentals of Shorthand II 
- Electricity Fundamental s of 
Rad i o 
Phys_ical Physical Ph::tsical Ph::tsica l Ph::t s i ca l 
Educa·tion Enuca:Ci o n Educati on Education Education 
-
Driver Class & Behind Cl ass & Behind Class & Behind 
Educat ion the Whee l the Whee l the Wheel 
Training Training Traini ng 
Underlined Courses are required by l aw . 
